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Finding good in everyone   Finding God in everyone

	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
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	Dr Richard Cannon
	464 0564
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	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 

Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 
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	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 26th JULY 2009 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	Pulpit Exchange 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	S Grant 


PULPIT EXCHANGE IN MOSGIEL next Sunday, 26 July. The Rev. Peter Frost (Presbyterian) will preach at Mosgiel Church, and Cornelia will preach at St. Mary’s Catholic Church before going on to Wesley.

EXPLORERS GROUP meets at 4-30pm on Sunday 26th July in the Mornington Church Lounge. It is expected that this month's meeting will be a follow-up to our Open Education meeting with Lloyd Geering. All welcome.
GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE METHODIST CHURCH

At the last Methodist Conference, in November 2008, a work group was established to review the governance and management of our church. The group was asked to consult widely around the church, with Synods and Hui Poari (Te Taha Maori equivalent), Boards, groups, parishes and individuals. A letter from Ron Gibson, Vice- President of the Church and convenor of the workgroup, explains:

“In to review governance and management it is important to recall why the Methodist Church does things the way it does, the structures which have been inherited, together with the church’s view on leadership, ministry, mission and decision making.  All inform our organisational life, are grounded in our theology and based on the needs and methods of the day (business practices, academic views, cultural values to name a few). 

The Task Group has provided some questions and invites responses to these so that, at Conference 2009, some broad-brushstroke ideas can be presented on who to better govern ourselves as a church”.

Everyone interested is invited to meet in the Mornington Church lounge at 7.30pm this Tuesday, 21 July, to discuss papers that have been received on this subject. We are asked to send our findings in by 31 July. Copies of the papers are available at church this morning, or you can ask Stuart to e-mail them to you.

10 YEAR CELEBRATION DINNER INVITE 
You are warmly invited to a dinner which will celebrate ten years of Otago Combined Christian Group (CCG) ministry together on campus. We are inviting all current students, past and present members and leaders of the CCG committee, University and Polytechnic staff, all Church leaders and the people of Dunedin to celebrate with us.

Venue : Herron Hall, behind Knox Presbyterian Church, 449 George Street from 6pm on Saturday 1st August . 

The speaker will be Rev Richard Dawson. Tickets are $25 for a lovely meal and entertainment.  Tickets are available ($25) from Greg Hughson in the Upper Room on the University campus, upstairs in the University Union building.  E mail Greg greg.hughson@otago.ac.nz  to reserve your ticket.
HURAI is the name of a new play by Harry Love, a tragedy set in missionary NZ in the 1830s. John Watson will be performing in this university-sponsored production, in Dunedin Public Art Gallery (the auditorium entered from Moray Place carpark) July 16-25, 8pm, with a matinee Sunday19 July at 4pm. Book at Fortune (477 8323) or pay as you enter: $20 or concessions $15.

WELL DONE! Ian Bartlett (Wesley) has been awarded a Certificate of Achievement by the Ecumenical Institute of the Theological Studies, for satisfactory completion of a Licentiate in Theology paper in Music and Worship. Ian is continuing his studies with a paper on Methodist history.

Is anyone else interested in rising to the challenge?

ON THE SAME THEME publicity has been received from Trinity College, our Methodist Theological College in Auckland, inviting people to take part in its various study opportunities. Cards advertising study programmes for 2009 – 11 are available at church, together with cards giving information about lay ministry and diaconal ministry options. 


The Way of Christ

During my first year as a Science student at Massey University (1975) I went along to a wonderfully inspiring Christian Fellowship camp.  The speaker was Ross Pilkington from Scripture Union.  At the camp I purchased a Scripture Union resource, “Life-style evangelism” which I have valued and used ever since.  Last Thursday, on campus, I shared with our University of Otago Medical Christian Fellowship, a group of 30 or so future doctors. I used sections (see below) from “Life-style evangelism” as the basis for my talk and for the discussion which followed.  It seems to me that the attitudes and words of Jesus are of direct relevance for medical professionals in training. 

The attitudes of Jesus:  

He felt deeply people’s hurts, sorrows and weaknesses

Mark 1:40-42,  Mark 3:1-5,  Mark 10:13-16, John 11:33-36

He was concerned for the whole person - physically and mentally as well as spiritually. 

Mark 1:29-34  Matthew  4:23-25

Even when surrounded by crowds he singled out individuals in need

Mark 10:46-52, Luke 19:1-10

The whole of his life, not just the religious part was open to the scrutiny of those he was seeking to help.  

Matthew 8:24, Matthew 26:38, John 4:4

He never have the slightest hint of a formula or pattern that suits every case.  All were unique individuals.

Mark 8:22-26 compare Matthew 9:27-30, Luke 17:11-16 compare Luke 5:12-14

He awaits God’s time and forced no-one to respond to his claims

Mark 10:17-22, John 6:44 compare John 6:66

Jesus was never rude, argumentative or sarcastic. Even when he spoke or acted strongly he exercised self control.

Matthew 22: 15-22, Mark 11:15-17

Jesus really listened to people and frequently heard and responded to the attitude beneath their conversation.  John 3:2 -3, John 4:15-18

He was often alone praying for his work and his followers.

Luke 6:12-13, Luke 22:32, John  17  

The words of Jesus: 

Jesus commended people for right answers to his questions even though they were proud, immoral or trying to trap him.

(Like 7:41-43, John 4:17-18, Luke 10:25-28

He often used people’s names especially at important points in their conversation.  

(Luke 7:40, Luke 10:41, Luke 10:25-28)

We often see Jesus debating but he refused to get drawn into a wrangling argument even when his opponents’ words were stupid or blasphemous. 

(John 8:48-59, John 10:22-40) 

He was absolutely honest in pointing out the cost of following him.  (Matthew 16:24-25, Luke 9:57-62)

His words were tender and encouraging towards fallen and troubled people.    (Luke 7:36-50, Matthew 14:23-27, Luke 7:18-23) 

He prepared his followers for the opposition of the world and for the battle against temptation.  

(John 15:18-20, Luke 22:40, 45-46)  

He asked people to relate to himself - never to a doctrine or an organisation.   (Matthew 11:28-30, John 6:35-40, John 14:6)

When people responded to his claims he challenged them to show it by their actions.  

(Matthew 9:6-8, Mark 10:20-22, John 4:50-51)

He frequently used the words of Scripture or told his followers to obey his own words.   Matthew 12:3,7  Matthew 19:4, John  14:23-24

Imagine how wonderful it would be to visit a doctor (or a lawyer, minister, parent, friend or a social-worker) who did his or her best to embody and express these attitudes and teachings of Jesus.  Perhaps after my talk to the Otago Medical Christian fellowship last Thursday, this will be more likely to happen, in the future.   

Next time you go to your doctor, be open to the presence and healing love of Christ.



Rev. Greg Hughson, University Chaplain 
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Bible Sunday








