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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Mr Neil Thompson
	489 5078

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	464 0564

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 
Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 14th FEBRUARY 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	C Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	S Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	No Service 


MORNINGTON & MOSGIEL LEADERS’ MEETINGS
The first meetings of the year take place on Tuesday, 9 February, 7.30pm. We look forward to a good start for 2010.

PARISH COUNCIL meets at Broad Bay Church on Wednesday 17th February at 7.30pm. 
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JUMBLE SALE 

The Mission will be holding a Jumble Sale at Wesley Hall on Saturday 27th February 2010, with all proceeds going towards Wesley Village.  

Any items you would like to donate would be extremely appreciated, please phone Sarah on 4664600 to arrange collection, or these can be delivered to Wesley House.  All items welcome! 

Preserves, jams or baking would also be welcome. 

ORDER OF ST LUKES HEALING SERVICE 

Will be held on Sunday 7th February at 4.30pm at St Lukes, Gordon Road, Mosgiel. Time of worship, teaching and prayer for healing. All welcome.
Festival of the Plain - “Community Celebrations”

Sunday 28th February 2010 at

7 P.M. in the soccer clubrooms
Memorial Park, MOSGIEL.

Keynote Speaker: Rev Peter Taylor

from Baring Square Methodist Church Ashburton, 

he came to NZ in 2006. Is married to Sharon they have two children. 
He knows that drama can be very significant in both church and community life and wants to share its importance
EVERYONE WELCOME.

Please support this community venture.
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ACTION AGAINST POVERTY




SPECIAL PROJECT 2009 - 2010 
SUPPORT YOUTH 

In Nicaragua & New Zealand 

Broad Bay Methodist Church

Saturday 6th March, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Peninsula and Broad Bay Church combine to raise money for this years National Project to help youth leaders in NZ & and Training Programmes for the young in Nicaragua. 

Venue:  Methodist Church Broad Bay.

Bring your favourite Teacup to show others. 

Afternoon tea provided.  Charge $5.00

Dr Mervyn Palmer will be present to provide expert information

Please ring with numbers to Olive Bain 4780 657 (evenings) 

ANNUAL OTAGO HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY TRUST STREET APPEAL
On Thursday the 4th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal. If any one is available to give an hour of their time to assist as a collector it would be most appreciated. Both in-door (the Meridian Mall) and street corner collectors are needed (for those of you that might have a preference). The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need. Last year we raised over $8000 and we hope to do even better this year!
If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz. Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.
THE 80th ANNUAL SCM BOOK EXCHANGE 
in conjunction with Youthline Otago 

Sell your old textbooks - Get the textbooks you need cheaply! 

Start Time for Book Collections : 

Monday, February 22, 2010 at 10:00am 

Sales commence: Feb 25th 10am 

End Time : Saturday, March 6, 2010 at 4:00pm 

Location: 

All Saints Church Hall, 786 Cumberland Street 

Inquiries: Greg Hughson, University Chaplain - 479 8497 greg.hughson@otago.ac.nz   

UNIVERSITY ORIENTATION 2010 
The Otago Combined Christian Groups (CCG) committee invites people of all ages to help pack the Residential College packs for OUSA on Monday 15th February from 10am. Lunch will be provided. We get to put our 2010 pamphlet in the packs and a Chaplaincy homesickness booklet. 
The CCG tent will be on the Union lawn 24 hrs from Monday 22nd -Saturday 27 February. Local Church members are invited to provide baking to distribute via the tent to new students. Any baking you supply will greatly assist us with our hospitality! Baking can be delivered to the Upper Room Chaplaincy Offices, upstairs in the University Union building from Monday 22nd through to Friday 26th February. Contact Greg Hughson, University Chaplain 479 8497 greg.hughson@otago.ac.nz for further information.
MORE ON HAITI 

Last evening a dinner – concert was held at Mornington with the objective of raising funds Haiti, with money being channelled through Christian World Service. If anyone wishes to donate, there are forms with the necessary details available at church today. Funds raised by CWS will reach Haiti via ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance. The following is a news clip received last week from CWS. It’s good to see that Jill Hawkey, a Kiwi and former director of CWS, is the newly appointed deputy director of ACT Alliance:

A new global giant . . .
The newly merged ACT International and ACT Development will be formally launched on 24 March, 2010 with Zambian-born John Nduna as General Secretary and former CWS director, Jill Hawkey, as deputy.  It has already started operations, with the response to the Haiti earthquake its first test. 

The ACT Alliance was formed last year and includes 150 agencies, churches and aid groups throughout the world.  It has a common income of more than US $2 billion dollars per year with a staff of 40,000 including volunteers.  The new ACT Alliance will undertake emergency and development work as well as advocacy.  CWS is a founding member. 
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CWS Appeals for Haiti 
CWS is supporting the initial ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance appeal for NZD $27 million to provide immediate relief assistance in Haiti following the magnitude 7.0 earthquake on January 12.  ACT members working in the country lost offices and personnel but have been swift to respond to the desperate need that existed even before the earthquake struck.  Reports suggest 60-80% of capital Port-au-Prince was destroyed and latest estimates of the death toll have reached 150,000.  More than one million people are without shelter with no immediate prospects of shelter in camps.  An estimated 130,000 have already relocated outside the city. 

ACT members are distributing food, tarpaulins, blankets, water, water purification tablets, medical supplies to tens of thousands of affected Haitians in and beyond Port-au-Prince as well as sanitation, health care and psycho social care.  They are also planning to offer cash for work schemes, assistance in agriculture and income generating activity, and reforestation programmes.  Many challenges face the response effort including the weakness of government and institutions to coordinate relief efforts, lack of transport and congestion in the city, logistic difficulties, shortage of materials in country and the effects of the government strategy to resettle displaced people in rural areas where there are no resources to spare.  There is a high risk that security for humanitarian workers may become unsafe. 

CWS was relieved to hear that contact had been made with community development partner, the Institut Culturel Karl Leveque (ICKL).  One staff member is still missing.  The ICKL offices were destroyed in the quake.  CWS staff member, Nick Clarke visited the organisation in Haiti in May last year and said that of all the places he had visited in recent years Haiti was the one that “least needs or deserves anything like this.  The reality for many Haitians is that they are already trapped in what is a very harsh form of poverty,” he said. 
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It’s rare if the holiday season is not punctuated by some great drama,  some tragedy elsewhere that has the capacity to jolt us out of the lethargy occasioned by sleepy days at the crib, or whatever it is that rings our bells in the long hot New Zealand summer. (No, not a sick joke!)
We had the drama in the Antarctic.  None of us have any time for the Japanese and their ‘scientific’ whaling charade, but when it comes to the high stakes being played out by the vigilante Sea Shepherd organisation, rammed and sunk for their troubles, some of us doubtless took the side of Foreign Minister Murray McCully and wrote the protest off as irresponsible and foolhardy.  Others, like me, remembered with a trace of nostalgia the frigate Norman Kirk despatched to Mururoa in 1973 that registered in no uncertain terms New Zealand’s abhorrence of what the French were doing to poison Pacific waters, and we wondered why the same abhorrence of the intending slaughter of a thousand whales in the current summer in the waters between us and Scott Base warranted not even a rebuke from our leaders 38 years later?  But that’s another story.
Then there was Haiti.  Who will ever forget the visual impact of the scenes first televised to the world, the total devastation,  the screams and moans of the injured, the total confusion and bewilderment of the people? And has there ever been a more immediate summoning of assistance than that of Pres. Barack Obama on behalf of the poorest nation in the western hemisphere, nor the deployment of a more impressive aid force than descended on the small Caribbean island nation?  $ 100 million has been promised in US aid, most of it military. And not only America.  Every country in the world able to do so sent an emergency response unit did so, so many in fact that it was reported they vied with each other for the opportunity of pulling an ever-diminishing number of survivors from the rubble.  The logistics of deploying such a force, with every road broken, to actually reach the injured and starving was mind boggling.  On a cheerier note, the evidence seems to be that after days, weeks, of frustrating delay the huge stock of much needed aid accumulated at Port au Prince airport is ever so slowly getting to the people for whom it is intended.
“The worst human catastrophe in living memory” is the way it’s being described by those in a position to know.  The earthquake’s tragedy compounds the chronic poverty of generations.  There is no infrastructure in Haiti, no ability to bounce back from such a crisis. There is scant government, and a law enforcement system helpless in the face of gangs, drug lords and an impossible chasm between a few privileged rich and the many down-trodden poor.  The re-location of whole communities, involving as many as a million people, is the task facing the aid community.  It’s mind boggling, but the reality is that even Haiti is likely to have only a relatively small window of opportunity.  Like everything else, aid is a commodity of limited supply and duration, and despite impressive promises from the likes of Mr Obama, Haiti’s current priority will rapidly slip away when the next earthquake, tsunami or God-only knows what next catastrophe besets another hapless member of the world community.  So meantime, most of us are digging deep for Haiti, and so we should!
I am not normally a member of the cynical brigade,  but with some good reason I have come to expect that hard on the heels of every “act of God” wrecking havoc on the poorest communities, comes the evidence of previous neglect, corruption or exploitation making an already tragic situation so many times worse.  
No surprises, then, that Haiti’s history is littered with the all too familiar facts of those same neglects, corruptions, and exploitations in which unhappily, the United States has always been a major player.  The literature on it is readily available from Google and is well documented.  It gives a less flattering perspective to the apparent overwhelming generosity of the US in the current aid rush.   
Francois "Papa Doc" Duvalier became president of Haiti in 1957, and upon his death in 1971 was succeeded by his son Jean Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier. During their 30 years of rule 60,000 Haitians were killed and many others were tortured by death squads. The Duvaliers, supported by the U.S., enriched themselves with foreign aid money. The Haitian people worked in sweatshops for pennies a day while foreign industrialists made millions. In 1986, a people's rebellion forced Baby Doc out, and the U.S. installed a military government, which continued to terrorize the citizens. 
In 1990 Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a Catholic priest, was elected president in Haiti's first free democratic election. He surprised the western world by winning 67% of the vote in a field of 12 candidates, including an officially sponsored U.S. candidate. The Council on Hemispheric Affairs said at the time "Under Aristide...Haiti seems to be on the verge of tearing free from the fabric of despotism and tyranny..."  But months later Aristide was overthrown by a US-back military coup.
For the next three years anarchy reigned in Haiti. A study by Boston Media Action revealed that while human rights abuses attributed to Aristide supporters were less than 1% of the total, they comprised 60% of the coverage in major American journals during the two weeks following the coup.
Aristide was finally allowed to return provided that he accept a number of political and economic conditions mandated by the United States,  and he was re-elected president in a free election with over 90% of the vote. But again, the Organization of American States claimed that the election was rigged, and the U.S. began to withhold foreign aid from Haiti. In 2003 the country was forced to send 90% of its foreign reserves to Washington to pay off its debt. Pressure from business and international organisations was relentless. Aristide was vilified by the US and international media, and in 2004 forced out of office. He was flown by the U.S. to the Central African Republic. 
Conditions in Haiti have remained desperate, with crumbling roads, nonexistent public services, unemployment at 70%, half the adults illiterate, and the richest 1% of the population controlling nearly half of all of the wealth. As one student of Haitian affairs put it recently, “It doesn’t seem possible that the situation could get worse. But now it has.”
Prominence was given to former President Bill Clinton, tears welling and hand on heart professing his love for Haiti and Haitian people, He of all people as UN special envoy for Haiti should know the tawdry story of why his country, of all countries, should stop at nothing to come to Haiti’s rescue.  But this time they need to do it better, without conditions, for Haiti’s sake, and be prepared to be in it for the long haul.   
                                                     Ken Russell
PARISH BULLETIN


7th February 2010 
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