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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 11th JULY 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


HEALING SERVICE

The next Order of St. Luke service will be held in Mosgiel today, 4th July, 4.30pm at St. Luke’s Anglican Church.
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DUNEDIN ABRAHAMIC INTERFAITH GROUP & OTAGO UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY 
2010 PEACE LECTURE 

Chaiwat Satha-Anand, Professor of Political Science at Thammasat University, Thailand. 
“Overcoming cultural resistance to non-violence"

Burns 1, Lecture Theatre, Monday 12th July 5.30pm (supper to follow). 

MEDITATION GROUP 
The Meditation Group's first meeting will be on Sunday July 4th, at 4.30pm, in the Lounge. This will be an introductory session, so it's not too late to sign on. Contact Aelred on 453 1947
THE ROAD TO JERICHO
Jericho, near the river Jordan, is one of the most famous ancient cities in the world, having been continuously occupied for at least 11,000 years. Not surprisingly it has become the subject of stories and songs, ranging from Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan to Negro spirituals and pentecostal choruses. In the July session of the Open Education programme at Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, Emeritus Professor Colin Gibson will explore the history and legends, the art and the music which centre on Jericho. Join us on Wednesday 21 July at 7.30pm. There is a charge of $5 for admission and supper. This illustrated talk will be preceded by a meal at 6pm, catered by Judy Russell at a charge of $15. Ring Professor Gibson (453 6662) by Monday 14 July to book your place for the meal.
[image: image4.wmf]A VISION FOR SOUTH DUNEDIN 
Council is willing to hear people’s ideas on what should happen with Carisbrook (www.dunedin.govt/consultation/). The Mission thinks this is a great chance to encourage the DCC to think more broadly about an overarching vision for South Dunedin. We encourage you to let Council know that a quick “flick” of Carisbrook would be a lost opportunity to address Dunedin and South Dunedin’s economic decline, and to share with them ANY thoughts you have about how to improve South Dunedin, or how to run the process so that everyone who wants to can be involved. Submissions close 26th July, and if you want you can pop into the Mission and pick up a copy of the form.

MOSGIEL MWF AGM
Tuesday 6th July 1:30pm in church hall Led by Rev. Cornelia Grant. 
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THE E 100 BIBLE READING CHALLENGE HOUSEGROUP 
Wednesday 1:30pm at 40 Forth Street any interested members welcome: Phone 489 7663.
THANKS to Tertiary Chaplain Greg Hughson for gathering the group of students and interviewing them at the Mornington service last Sunday morning. It was great to have the young people with us and to hear about their experiences of life and study at Otago University.

MOSGIEL FOODBANK

The Mosgiel Foodbank is almost out of pasta (not 2 minute noodles), but spirals and elbows etc), and rice. 
This will be an ongoing concern until the next food drive. Can anyone help?

ABOUT PEOPLE

Doris Parker (Wesley) will be in respite care for the next two weeks at Taieri Court, Mosgiel.
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PUBLIC QUESTIONS NETWORK

The areas of concern identified during worship at Mornington and Glenaven on 20 June have been sent off to the Methodist Public Questions Network. Just to remind those who took part, they are as follows:
MORNINGTON – 
Local concerns:

1.
 Efficient public transport.

2.
 Improved housing.

3 
More jobs for youth

National concerns 

1. Improving quality of young people’s lives. 

2. Degradation of environment. 

3. Prison reform. 
4. Managing religious and cultural diversity. 
Global concerns 

1. Equitable use of global resources without exploitation, e.g. energy. 

2. New Zealand to stand up for matters of principle on the global stage. 

3. Global conflict – increasing peace. 

GLENAVEN
Local concerns:

1. Fostering a sense of pride in our local community, e.g. by removing rubbish. 

2. Making our communities safer places for people of all ages 

3. Harbourside improvement. 
National concerns:

1. Social education of parents, e.g. in questions of violence and alcohol use/misuse. 

2. Closing the gap between rich and poor. 

3. Provision of public television without advertising. 

Hopefully the organisers of the Public Questions network will receive a wide variety of responses from congregations and groups around the country, which will give them a feel for the areas where people have the most concern.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
To Reece Robertson who celebrates a birthday on 10th July. 

Mission Update

· Poetry has become a feature of the prisoners’ writing at the current Storybook Dads programme. It is really interesting how each programme brings out different kinds of creativity!

· Science has also become an active part of the preschool curriculum. Just this week the children did an experiment to see if they could tell the difference between a peeled apple and a peeled potato while blind folded and holding their nose.  Not many of the children could tell the difference and they had a great time trying.  
· With Otakou Runanga we are creating a Te Reo Maori version of our Storybook Dads programme – very exciting and a nationwide-first!
· On Saturday August 21st we will be hosting Float Your Vote, a chance to meet with folks standing for election as DCC Councillors, at our community learning centre (Approach) in Mornington. A free bus shuttle will run from the RSA on King Edward Street, and expect to see more information as we get closer to the day. 

· We are presenting at the DCC meeting on the Future of Carisbrook, our focus will be: A Better Process. We are concerned that some in Council are looking for a “quick flick”, and along with the bitsy approach to changes in South Dunedin, we think a significant opportunity for some visionary changes over 15-20 years are being missed.  

· There are two changes to watch out for in the way Work & Income do their business: the first is a change to the case management process. Instead of having “your” case manager, you now get the next person to answer the phone, and will have to explain everything from the start all over again.  Apparently this has lifted “efficiency” by 30%.  No change to the numbers of unemployed though. 

· The second change is coming through the Welfare Working Group, and is deeply worrying: they are considering absolute time limits to benefit entitlement. Prime Minister Key and Minister Bennett have both been reported as saying “the dream is over”: an astonishing take on what it is like to live on $160 per week, an attempt to shift the nature of a benefit from being an entitlement to an award, and suggesting that the cause of unemployment is inefficient management of the supply side. 

· We are noticing an increase in mental health issues amongst those we are working with. This is not surprising, depression is a common experience during tough economic times, particularly for men. We wait to see whether further DHB funding cuts will impact on mental health services … 
Laura Black, Chief Executive 
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Why would I choose on the next-to-shortest day to sit in St Paul’s Cathedral for four hours with hardly anyone around (but snow forecast for later), wearing all my winter clothes, and with the choir’s sole CD for company?  In a word, hospitality.

Our hospitality tradition goes back to Abraham hosting three strangers at Mamre. Excavation of early synagogues found apartments, built to host travellers, ranged along their walls. In Amsterdam I saw an old church with similar apartments along its outer wall. (Perhaps they were residences, but they might have been for people passing through.) It was near the Anne Frank museum, which also tells a hospitality story: in the cramped attic above a working warehouse, Dutch locals – braving Nazi prohibitions – hosted a small group of Jews for months that turned into years.
Back to synagogue-history: Dunedin’s first purpose-built synagogue (now the Temple Gallery, 29 Moray Place) had/has two parts: a big worship space, with Hebrew lettering and symbols, and next-door an equally large social space, which now houses exhibitions. Upstairs is accommodation for artists on temporary residency with the Dunedin Public Art Gallery. Perhaps that apartment was meant for visitors too, as when the synagogue was built (1863) people were on the move, following the gold finds in Central Otago. As southern warmth has always been appreciated, so has Jewish-style hospitality, for instance at Olveston, where Dorothy Theomin regularly invited out-of-town students for tea.
Most churches provide hospitality on Sundays, but some go further, staying open during the week for allcomers. I have warm memories of inner-London churches like St Martin-in-the-Fields, where the doors are open, chandeliers lit, and downstairs (alongside a tourist shop) cheap hot meals are served: comfort food like bread-and-butter pudding, soup, or macaroni cheese.
But things have changed in Dunedin. Although I don’t think the 1863 synagogue has suffered, both the second, grand synagogue in Moray Place (now gone) and the much less assertive one in George Street have been the subject of graffiti attacks, as has St Paul’s in the last five years. The consequence was that both synagogues were closed to the public, and the Cathedral doors are not now open (as they used to be all day, all year) without someone in attendance. While there is a paid person in the afternoons, morning duty is filled by a handful of volunteers. In addition, from Spring to late Autumn, rostered volunteers welcome people morning and afternoon and show them around. 
The tourist season brings thousands of people from all over the world (St Paul’s being the country’s second-most-visited Cathedral after Christchurch), and in the school holidays (not just in summer) Australian and North Island families often make a pilgrimage here. Then there are Dunedin hosts bringing groups of exchange students -- for instance, from Korea -- or bringing their family, or visiting colleagues, or just themselves. As I meet an amazing range of locals and foreigners in this ministry, I am privileged to hear their ordinary and extraordinary stories. Sometimes they reveal that our conversations have filled a need, whether or not they are about going-to-church.
 The conversations may be intentionally about theo-logy (God-talk). Or they may be intentionally NOT about theology; for some that’s too touchy. For me, they are ALL about theology – whether in the form of politics, social issues, or the weather (as it often relates to climate-change). Even “just chatting” is of value. Methodists know a good chat is as necessary to life as food and drink. I don’t think we underestimate the size of the hole left in Dunedin’s heart by the loss of our Friendship Lounge.
It pains me that food and drink can’t be offered in St Paul’s upstairs, which is the only part open now.  Some days, however, people are welcomed into the nave by heart-warming cooking smells from downstairs. That’s because two special people are currently teaching clients of Anglican Family Care – women and children – how to bake fish pie, beef up soups, make hot stuff of mince and rice. 
You never know who’s going to come through the door, upstairs or down. The Unknown Visitor might be the Angel at your Table. Or, as for Abraham welcoming the strangers under the oaks at Mamre, the Unknown Visitor may indeed be God.


-- Helen Watson White

NEW ZEALAND’S PROBLEM WITH ALCOHOL

The following article is one of several on the website of the organisation “It’s Our Turn to Shout”.

You can view more on www.ourturn2shout.org.nz

Why we need a new approach to the regulation of alcohol 


From Alcohol in our lives: curbing the harm, The Law Commission's report on its review of the regulatory framework for the sale and supply of liquor.

It is hard to think of any other lawful product available in our society that contributes so much to so many social ills. While alcohol misuse is only one of several risk factors contributing to these harms, alcohol distinguishes itself because, unlike many other factors associated with crime, injury and social dysfunction, the harmful use of alcohol is a modifiable risk factor. In other words, as a society, we can modify our use of alcohol.

Balanced against these harms must be the pleasure many people derive from the consumption of alcohol. Those who drink in a low-risk manner will be little affected by our proposals. The focus of our proposals is on the excessive consumption of alcohol, which the evidence tells us is clearly associated with the heavy burden of acute harms we are experiencing as a society.

The significant changes [we recommend] rest on the analysis of harm reached in our extensive inquiry that began in August 2008. This included the publication of a 278 page issues paper, the receipt and analysis of 2,939 submissions on the paper and more than 50 meetings held around New Zealand from Whangarei to Invercargill. These consultations... weave a rich tapestry of concerns about the problems to which alcohol contributes in our society.

The overwhelming message communicated to us is the need for change – indeed many have advocated drastic change. Not only did our investigations support the need for change but so, too, do the research findings of scientists, social scientists and medical researchers around the globe. These research findings now amount to a formidable body of literature that must inform New Zealand policy. 

As a society, we cannot go on pretending that all is well. Such a position can only be regarded as plausible if both the international and New Zealand research on alcohol is ignored. 
PARISH BULLETIN


4th July 2010 











PAGE  

