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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 10th OCTOBER 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	G Preston

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	E Merrett 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	G Preston

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	E Merrett 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Ikahihifo 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


MEDITATION GROUP
Aelred will repeat the final session of his meditation program today, Sunday 3rd October at 4.30pm. Since it involves a separate form of meditation, anyone can come - not just folk who have been attending. I call it "Another Way of Looking at Jesus."
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MOSGIEL MWF
Next meeting is 5th October 1:30pm when Mrs. Ruth Watson will speak to us “Life as a Minister’s wife in Australia”. All welcome.
[image: image5.wmf]WESLEY MWF 

Will hold their meeting in the church lounge at 1.45pm on Thursday 7th October.  The speaker will be Mrs Val Reggett talking about wool crafts.  Trading table. 

MORNINGTON MWF

[image: image6.wmf]Mornington Methodist Fellowship will hold their night meeting on 11 October, in the Church lounge at 7.45pm.  
This will be an exciting night as the guest speaker is Professor Colin Gibson, and the subject of his talk “The Magic of Mirrors”.  
Please bring along any unusual, decorative or plain small mirror you may have (yes, compact and vanity mirrors are included).
NATIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE & CONFLICT STUDIES SEMINAR SERIES   
FRANCIS OF ASSISI: A MEDIEVAL MODEL FOR PEACE IN THE 21ST CENTURY 
 presented by  Brother Christopher John SSF 
Wednesday 6 October 2010, 12:00-1.30pm, in St David Seminar Room 3
(cnr St David and Castle Streets).  
Brother Christopher John is a member of the Society of St Francis, the order of Anglican Franciscan Brothers. He is a New Zealander who has been based in South Korea for the past 15 years and is now completing a dissertation for a MA in Franciscan Studies from the Franciscan International Study Centre, Canterbury, U.K. 
His talk will explore some of the ways in which Francis of Assisi has inspired others to seek peace; he will also talk about the recent international formators’ conference which SSF held in the Solomon Islands, on the theme of “Peace and Transforming Violence”.
CHANGE OF LEADERS MEETINGS DATES 
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Mosgiel – No meeting on 5th October, new date to be advised. 

Wesley  - No meeting on 12th October, new date Tuesday 19th October. 

FACE TO FACE MEETING ACCEPTS NEW PRESBYTER FOR THE PARISH FOR 2011
On Saturday night 25th September, 2010, following a rigorous process of selection, Rev. Siosifa Pole and his wife Naomi met with members of the Parish Council and the full Dunedin Parish in Mornington Methodist Church for a Face to Face meeting.
There was a robust discussion where searching questions were responded to in a calm and sincere way. The result was that both parties were happy to accept the other, and consequently, subject to confirmation by the National Conference in November 2010, the Rev. Siosifa Pole will be the full-time Minister for the Dunedin Parish beginning in January 2010. 
Thanks are due to Rachel Masterton for shepherding us through the process, Prof Richard Cannon for thorough organisation up till this last week, Rev Greg Hughson for chairing the Face to face meeting and all those who raised questions about matters to be addressed, particularly Prof Colin Gibson and Aelred Edmonds.

STEWARDSHIP ENVELOPE $50 LAST SUNDAY AT MORNINGTON:
We received a blank envelope containing $50-00 but with no number on it so I can not credit it to anyone. 
If you recall putting this in please contact  Ian -Phone 4536 312 urgently.
[image: image8.wmf]HOPE IS OUR SONG
This new collection of New Zealand hymns by New Zealand composers and writers has turned out to be a best-seller and has now gone into its third printing. For your copy at the special price of $25 contact Colin Gibson (453 6662). A great Christmas present and there’s still time to send it overseas.
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MOSGIEL STROKE CLUB
Have a vacancy for a Volunteer Driver to transport club members from their home to monthly meetings.  Meetings are held the first Friday of the month 1.45pm – 3.30pm.  Contact: Marcia Anderson, Administrator/Coordinator Stroke Clubs-Dunedin –Mosgiel Area.  Phone 4546598 email roger.marcia@xtra.co.nz


Labyrinthine Legacies

Hi Jo,

Some time ago at the funeral of a friend of ours mention was made of her dream of a permanent labyrinth for the community. That got me wondering what type of labyrinth or maze might most closely resemble a life’s search for meaning and destiny. 

The terms labyrinth and maze are often used interchangeably, but most often a labyrinth has only a single, non-branching path, which leads to the centre, whereas a maze may have a complex branching path with numerous choices and variable outcomes. Many mediaeval labyrinths symbolized God as life’s destination, not altogether easily found, but sooner or later unmistakably reached at a clearly defined centre. 

But now what? Both forms may attune with personal meditation but, for me, a maze is more authentic. This is how my own experience might shape up:






Start


[image: image1.emf]
Puzzled? Then consider these quotations:

We thought we were at the finish, but our way bent round and we found ourselves as it were at the beginning, and just as far from that which we were seeking at first.

   

Socrates according to Plato’s Euthydemus.
We shall not cease from exploration

And the end of all our exploring

Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time.



T.S. Eliot in Four Quartets.
Religious thought today must go back to the beginning and confront afresh the basic parameters of human existence: the temporality, the contingency and the finitude of all be-ing; the constant uncertainty of life and the equally constant certainty of death.



Don Cupitt in The Old Creed and the New.
You must be born anew.



Jesus according to John’s Gospel, Ch 3, v. 7.

But trust Karen Armstrong to combine elements of both mazes and labyrinths, while adding a third dimension, in one of her autobiographical works. She speaks of her own life as a narrow spiral staircase. She had tried to get off it and join others on what seemed like a broad, noble flight of steps. But, in her closing words:

I kept falling off, and when I went back to my own twisting stairwell I found a fulfillment that I had not expected. Now I have to mount my staircase alone. And as I go up, step by step, I am turning again, round and round, apparently covering little ground, but climbing upward, I hope, toward the light.


Karen Armstrong in The Spiral Staircase: My Climb out of Darkness.
A labyrinth, a maze, a spiral staircase, perhaps a meandering garden pathway, or some other imagery of our life’s journey? Which might be appropriate for us each to leave behind?














David Kitchingman

JIM WALLIS, CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTIVIST and one of President Obama's key advisers on religious and ethical Issues was in Dunedin last Tuesday for a one day seminar at First Church. Among the issues he discussed was the question of inter-faith relationships. The following is an edited version of a story he shared with those attending the seminar:   

"I saw  . . .powerful, productive and reflective exchanges in churches all over the country after 9/11, when hundreds of people routinely turned out to hear a visiting Muslim scholar or imam speak to their congregation. I have seen them in the work of the Interfaith Youth Core, started eight years ago by Eboo Patel, a young Muslim leader committed to helping people from all religious backgrounds find common ground.

I saw them recently in Jones’ (Pastor Terry Jones, who recently threatened a mass burning of the Koran) hometown of Gainesville, where Trinity United Methodist Church, next door to Jones’ little congregation, brought together an estimated 2,000 people for a “Gathering for Peace, Understanding and Hope” on the night of Sept. 10 -- but failed to spark a media sensation.

And I see them today at Heartsong Church in Cordova, Tenn., which -- in a rare departure from the cable networks’ steady drumbeat of conflict -- was recently featured on CNN. A year and a half ago, Heartsong’s pastor, Steve Stone, learned that the Memphis Islamic Center had bought land adjacent to his church. Did he protest? No. He put up a large red sign that said: “Heartsong Church Welcomes Memphis Islamic Center to the Neighborhood.” Now the two congregations are planning joint efforts to feed the homeless and tutor local children.

The Muslim leaders were floored. They had dared to hope only that their arrival would be ignored. It had not occurred to them that they might be welcomed.

A few days ago, Stone told me, he got a call from a group of Muslims in a small town in Kashmir. They said they had been watching CNN when the segment on Heartsong Church aired. Afterward, one of the community’s leaders said to those who were gathered: “God just spoke to us through this man.” Another said: “How can we kill these people?” A third man went straight to the local Christian church and proceeded to clean it, inside and out.

Lately, we have heard much about hostility toward Muslims in America. We have heard an awful lot about Jones’ threats and about arson at the site of another Tennessee mosque project, in Murfreesboro. But we have heard little about people like Stone and Stone’s admirers in Kashmir.

And that is everyone’s loss. Stone says he is just trying to love his neighbors, as he says Jesus instructs him to do. For their part, the residents of that small town in Kashmir told him: “We are now trying to be good neighbors, too. Tell your congregation we do not hate them, we love them, and for the rest of our lives we are going to take care of that little church.”

Jim Wallis is president of Sojourners, a Christian social justice network, and the author of “Rediscovering Values: On Wall Street, Main Street and Your Street.” This column first appeared in The Washington Post.
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