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We’re looking for capable, creative,
active young people to join Make A Plan
(MAP) - our exciting new programme.

In one powerful year, we’ll work
together to build on their achievements
and develop extra strengths.

For a no-obligation chat, contact

Christine on 0-3-487 7959
christinet@dmm.org.nz

*

M1ssion

Approach Community Learning




Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyter:
	Rev. Siosifa Pole 
	455 2923

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis 
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon 
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Siosifa: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2011

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	C Gibson 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	S Pole 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	C Gibson 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	S Pole 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Ikahihifo 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


MORNINGTON WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Our first Meeting of the year will be a Pot Luck Lunch & take place on Monday the 14th February, at 12 noon, in the Church Lounge & Sunday School.  The Rev. Siosifa Pole & Mrs Pole will be present & speak to us following our lunch.
PARISH COUNCIL meets on Wednesday 16 February 7:30 at BROAD BAY
MOSGIEL LEADERS MEETING Tuesday 15th February 7.30pm 

FAMILY POT LUCK MEAL

Where ?      Mornington Church
When ?      Friday Feb 18, 6pm

Why?   To enjoy ourselves, and for families

to meet families.
To meet our new ministry family.

For an evening of family movies, 
including ‘Mr Bean’ & other favourites. 
A great social night for the Mornington

Church family    -   be there.
Enquiries   -  Cam 454.5600.  Judy 455.3727
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WANTED!
Whole households of good used furniture, hundreds of plants, books, clothes, garden tools, and shelf-loads of preserves, jams and BAKING for the day. What Day? The Day of the Great Mission Jumble Sale to be held on Saturday 26th February, on behalf of the Wesley Village Project. 
Please ring Sarah (466 4600) to arrange for their collection or they can be delivered to Wesley House, 15 Wesley Street, at the end of a drive-in. All items welcome: we want a hall filled to overflowing! Throw out that old sofa and chairs, make a pack of jams, look up those delicious recipes, empty the bookshelves and turn on the cake-mix mixers! 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – MOSGIEL 
World Day of Prayer Ecumenical Service Friday 4th March 2011 1p.m. {please note change of time} AT The Salvation Army 4 Lanark Street, Mosgiel. This years service was written by the Ladies of Chile. All very welcome  

CARING FOR CREATION 
"Do you want to do something for the care of Creation? Do you want to discover others with similar concerns? Do you want to be part of a movement of hope? Join us for the first Dunedin event of A Rocha - an international Christian conservation organisation, at Leith Valley Church 267 Malvern St, and the Craigieburn Conservation Reserve, Sunday February 20th, beginning at 12.30pm. For more information contact Selwyn Yeoman -  4877 167/ 027 357 8459 (or Greg Hughson). 
UNIVERSITY ORIENTATION WEEK FEBRUARY 20th- 26th 
The Combined Christian Groups (CCG) committee on campus are once again providing a tent on campus during Orientation week. This is a hospitality and information centre where new students can find a warm welcome The tent will be open until 3am each morning and is a very popular meeting place. We invite members of all Dunedin Churches once again to provide essential baking and fruit for our tent. Baking and fruit can be delivered to the Upper Room Chaplaincy offices upstairs in the University Union building from Monday 21st until Friday 25th. You are very welcome to visit the CCG tent during Orientation week. 
We also need help on Wednesday 16th February from 9am in the Union Hall to put Chaplaincy homesickness booklets and CCG Scarfie Guides (including Church information) into packs for distribution to all 3,500 or so students in residential colleges. We need as many volunteers as possible on this day. Lunch will be provided. People of all ages are welcome. Please volunteer to Greg J.  Books for sale at the Student Christian Movement (SCM). Book Exchange can be dropped off at All Saints Church Hall, 786 Cumberland St from 21st Feb to 1st March. Books will be on sale from 24th Feb to 4th March. The Book exchange will be open from 10am-5pm. SCM retains 15 % of the sale price for distribution to charities including Christian World Service, Rape Crisis and the Women’s Refuge. 

RAISE IT UP – TAIERI YOUTH SHOWCASE 

Thursday 3rd March, 7.30pm, Coronation Hall, Mosgiel.  A Festival of the Plain event.  Support our young people.  An evening of fun and entertainment.  Join celebrity judges in choosing our top talent.  Tickets available at Mosgiel Christian Bookshoop.  Adult $5, Children under 12 $2, Family Concession. 
SOCIAL JUSTICE GATHERING 
Join Us and Share Your Concerns, Your Ideas, and (Possibly) Look to Action
Are you concerned for the future of our young people?  Does the growing gap between rich and poor offend you?  Do you want more done for environmental and economic sustainability?  Do you want more compassion and love in Government decision-making?   Would you like to learn more about public policy issues, but don’t know where to start? 

Greg Hughson and Laura Black are hosting the inaugural (we hope!) Dunedin Methodist Public Questions Forum on Sunday 6th March from 3.00 pm - 4.30 pm at Laura’s House (29 Marewa Street in Kew).   Bring a small plate, coffee and tea will be provided.    

Please note: this is NOT a committee – there will be no minutes or decisions; just good conversation, fellowship, and support for an active Methodist public theology.

RSVP to Laura on 466 3026 or laurab@dmm.org.nz by Wednesday 2nd March.

ANNUAL OTAGO HOSPITAL CHAPLIANCY TRUST STREET APPEAL 
On Friday the 18th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal.  If anyone is available to give an hour of their time to assist as a collector it would be most appreciated.  Both in-door (the Meridian Mall) and street corner collectors are needed (for those of you that might have a preference).  The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need.  
If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz.  Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.

Many thanks.  Greg

ANGLICAN FOODBANK – DONATIONS PLEASE!
The Dunedin Anglican Family Care Foodbank is under extraordinary strain. They are asking for donations of food (or cash) to be dropped off at 36 Bath Street (just off the Octagon). As the current high demand is likely to continue for some time, this notice will keep running. Many thanks. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following children: 
15th February – Finbar Shanahan 

16th February – Samuel Jones 
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INDUCTION of REV SISIOSIFA POLE as SUPERINTENDENT PRESBYTER of the DUNEDIN PARISH
Pictures show the large congregation that gathered at Wesley Church on Friday Feb 4; the service being conducted by Rev Martin Oh and Ms Rachael Masterton, District Superintendents; Siosifa presents the Parish with a kava bowl as symbol of his Tongan ethos; the official party, Martin Oh, Rachael Masterton, Naomi and Siosifa Pole, and Rev Kilifi Heimuli (Auckland).
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Wholly Holy?

Hi Jo

I know how busy you are, but if you could find half an hour or so to take a peep at the Dunedin Public Library’s exhibition before it closes on 20 February you might be surprised at how gripping a story it tells. ‘Let there be light: Celebrating the Bible in English’ does much more than just honouring the wishes of one of our Parish’s most distinguished former members, A. H. Reed.

In case you can’t make it, here are some disturbing aspects of the exhibition.

The Wycliffe Bible (1382) was the first major translation of the complete Bible into English. It was seen as heretical by Church authorities who deemed it an offence for the Verbum Dei to be translated into a vulgar tongue. In 1409 a provincial synod at Oxford banned John Wycliffe’s work and forbade anyone to translate any part of the Bible without permission from a bishop. Bishop Arundel spoke of ‘that wicked and pestilent fellow ... doing the work of Anti-Christ by the expedient of a new translation of Scripture into the mother tongue’. 

The Council of Constance demanded that Wycliffe’s writings be burned and ordered his bones exhumed from consecrated ground. In 1428, his bones were burned and the ashes scattered into the River Swift. Wycliffe’s greatest successor in the task of English translation, William Tyndale, met an even worse fate, being executed by strangulation in 1536. 

Damned if you did.

Yet not all that much later, in 1579, the Scottish Parliament passed an act stating that ‘every householder worth 300 merks [a Scottish silver coin] of yearly rent, and every yeoman or burgess worth £500 stock [was] to have a Bible and Psalm Book in the vulgar tongue ... under the penalty of ten pounds’.

Damned if you didn’t.

Why is it that the Bible has led to so much controversy and cruelty across the ages? My answer may not be welcome in most church circles. It is the inordinate obeisance accorded it over time, as reflected in its customary title, the Holy Bible. ‘Holy’ is a dangerous word when out of control. ‘Holy Bible’ was not a title claimed or capable of being claimed by the collection itself, the multifarious writings of which spanned more than half a millennium. 

Indeed, if it could have provided its own title it would have been very wary of choosing ‘Holy Bible’. The word ‘bibliolatry’ acts as a warning against one of the very themes which does permeate the Bible – the deep distrust of idolatry of any sort. That warning would also apply to sacred scriptures themselves, even those bequeathed by Judaism and early Christianity. 

It might help to think of the Bible as a long and mighty river with various tributaries. Chiefly it is a source of life, beauty and refreshment. But occasionally it has dangerous rapids or stagnant reaches. As it moves along it not only carries a pure melt from the heavens; it is also subject in places to poisonous runoff from along its banks.

It is not wholly holy. Sometimes its texts are terrible. John Shelby Spong wrote a provocative book confronting the contradiction. In 2005 he published ‘The Sins of Scripture: Exposing the Bible’s Texts of Hate to Reveal the God of Love’. He tackled texts that have been used throughout history to justify the denigration or persecution of others, including slavery, anti-Semitism, sexism, homophobia, and child abuse. His positive construction was to argue for reading scripture as epic history so as to uncover a loving God beneath the patriarchal and tribal attitudes.

So perhaps a better title than ‘Holy Bible’ would be one that has become quite popular nowadays. ‘Gracebook’ may be a trendy title but it captures the essence of the Bible’s supreme virtue, and even its power to redeem itself. And that is still very much alive. A recent D-scene issue (26 January), tells how a notable deer hunter, Alex Gale, became a Christian after reading the Bible over a six-month period in the bush, going on to lead Baptist churches, currently in North East Valley. A case of the Bible at its best. 

But, sadly, some churches approach the worst strains in the biblical saga as welcome reinforcement of their prejudices. The standard response of many others, even some liberal ones, is to soft-pedal the nastier stuff (aided in part by a selective lectionary) and to hope that the inspirational parts will more than compensate. If such glossing over of the negatives while accentuating the positives was ever a passable strategy it is no longer tenable. 

This year will mark the 400th anniversary of the first printing of the King James Bible in 1611. It is a cause for celebration for both the Church and English language culture. But it is a very different world that now looks upon the Biblical world. The Church may find it convenient to retain the traditional trappings surrounding its use of the Bible. It may be comforting to say, ‘These are the lively oracles of God’. But it can also inadvertently help to reinforce reliance on scriptural interpretations that are a cover for deep-seated prejudices.

It is time to revisit the manner in which the Church has privileged the Bible. For example, it is still common enough for a reading to be followed by the words, ‘May God add His [sic] blessing to the reading of His [sic] Word’. To continue to equate the Bible with the Word of God is to risk falling into the same trap as the medieval Church with its elevation of the Verbum Dei to untouchable status.

In the words of one of the contributors to the book of Genesis, echoed by William Tyndale and now by the Library’s exhibition, ‘Let there be light.’












David Kitchingman


PARISH BULLETIN


13 February 2011 
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