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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 24 JUNE 2012 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	C Gibson 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	Explorers 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	C Gibson 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	Explorers 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	TBA

	4.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


OPEN EDUCATION MEETS HAYDN

After a hugely successful evening celebrating the work of Christchurch poet and story-teller Margaret Mahy, an evening which has already raised $2800 towards our target of $5000 to create water-gathering cisterns for Palestinian women and their families on the West Bank, Open Education returns to its more normal programme. On Wednesday June 20, at 7.30pm, Colin Gibson will describe Joseph Haydn’s wonderful contribution to the music of the Christian Church, using spectacular DVDs to illustrate his talk. Hear and see Haydn’s Creation sung in the Esterhazy palace of his enormously wealthy patrons, and the Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, in full voice. There will also be an opportunity to sing some of Haydn’s hymns. All for $5, plus a modest supper. 
As usual, Judy Russell will provide a splendid pre-session meal at 6pm, for a charge of $15. Sign in at Mornington or ring Judy (455 3727) to book your place. Profits will again go to the Water for Life CWS project: you can make your donation to Colin Gibson at any time (453 6662). 

EXPLORERS GROUP 
Meeting will be on Sunday June 24th, at 4-30pm in the Mornington Church Lounge. All interested people are very welcome to attend.
MORNINGTON METHODIST WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

[image: image3.wmf]The June Meeting will take place on the 27th June at 2p.m.  This will take place in the Church Lounge, followed by the Devotions - taken by the Rev. Siosifa Pole, who will then chair the Annual Meeting. The Guest Speaker will be Siosifa - subject "Growing up in Tonga".  All Welcome

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MABEL CHANDLER (1921-2012)

A memorial service to celebrate the life of MABEL CHANDLER will be held at Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, next Tuesday, 19 June, at 2.30pm. 
Known to us all as Mabel or Auntie Mabel, her life was spent in the cheerful and loving service of other people; many owe their presence in the church today to the warmth of her welcome. 
One of her familiar love-gifts to friends, children, the elderly and shut-ins was a hand-made clown: if you have such a clown, please bring it with you to the service. 
A traditional afternoon tea will follow the service; please bring a plate. 
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.25 APPOINTMENT IN THE PARISH

Thank you to all those who worked to advertise this position in our parish. 

The advertisement has gone to various newspapers and also to noticeboards of various places.  While we are waiting for responses, we need to support the process through our prayers. We have to ensure that whoever will apply for the position will have our full support.

BE PRAYERFUL

Please continue to pray for those who are sick, 
those who are grieving for the loss of loved ones, 
and those who feel lonely during this time.
It is in our prayer that we are united with others in their suffering and sorrow. 
It is also in our prayer that we seek God’s peace and comfort.

Story from the Mission

There is a real feeling of community in the youth students’ room, a real sense of supporting each other. One of the students had a small ‘huff’ incident and decided he was going home. He left and sat at the bus stop waiting; as we left to pick up food for the youth to cook they all waved to him, on the way back he was invited to come and join us for lunch – he thought about it and came in. All was good – the opportunity for the student to have some time to himself and then be invited by the other students showed a real understanding of how young people need time and caring, but also that the students themselves offered this. The students are successfully completing unit standards and enjoying a wide range of life skills experiences and activities. They have been given, by the Section Manager John, complete control of the money for trips, food, support. They have this money in cash and have set a budget based on what they would like to have happen each week for them. The group consultation and real life learning this gives the youth is fantastic.

Knowing the Place of God.
My Anzac Day writing recently led me to a point of thinking about the modern phenomenon of being certain that God is with us, part of us and we in Him (or Her). It indicates a degree of certainty which in past times was regarded with great suspicion, despite the phrase “God is with Us” being found on army apparel. In 1918, near the end of the Great War, Karl Barth the famous Swiss theologian made it clear in his commentary on the epistle to the Romans that to know God in the sense that the term is commonly used is a theological nonsense because it is impossible for the creature (Man) to know the Creator.
There is a great deal of comfort to be taken in thinking we know where God is. It conforms to our present modernist tendencies to rationalise all things and see them as subject to scientific examination and explanation. After all, we live in an age when all things seem possible: new telescopes will reveal the secrets of how the universe was formed; medicines can now conquer epidemics that in the past terrorized nations; artificial limbs can be given artificial intelligence; and we seem just short of space-conquering teleportation. As all things seem possible it is a short leap to thinking all things are possible. Also it is easy to accept that God is not “up there” so to speak, in Heaven, because it conforms to our democratic notion of all things being equal, even when they are not.
But up against all these modern advances we face times when governments still kill for political ends; fundamentalism creates strife and mortally challenges difference; child abuse in New Zealand is shameful; worker exploitation is rife and corruption still exercises a hidden hand in high places. We cannot claim any great score on moral grounds. Moreover, we still cannot fathom the mind of our neighbour, our partner, or our children. How is it that we think that we can fathom where God is, or how his mind works?
God is the “mysterious other.” Our present disposition to democratise God and rationalise the God’s thoughts seems to me simply an attempt to shy away from acceptance that there is a higher being than ourselves.  Is there a problem with this? Are religious exercises like prayer, hymns to the Almighty, and Holy Communion purposeless? I think not. I think that despite our best rational efforts to see explanation in the space we occupy, and in the space beyond that, we humans are susceptible and fallible and often standing in the wrong place. We hope God is in and around us; our faith leads us to believe it is so. But is God with us? Perhaps the question should be “Are we with God?”

George Davis
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