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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 16th July 
9.30 am   Mornington D Phillipps 
10.00 am  Mosgiel R Masterton 
11.00 am  Glenaven D Phillipps 
1.00 pm  St Kilda TBA 

 

MID-WEEK SERVICE - At Earlene Owens’ house, at 9 Aitken Place, 
Mosgiel, on Wednesday, 12th July at 2pm.  All are welcome.  During 
Winter this service will be held in people’s homes due to the weather 
and the age of the people. 
 

MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT - Sunday 16 July 2.30pm Mornington 
Methodist Church.  Come and hear a very good jazz trio. All welcome. 
Cost $2. 

PARISH BULLETIN 
9t h  July 2017 
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APPEAL FOR HELP - Last Sunday, Joan McDonald’s house was on fire 
and it was completely destroyed.  Joan is a member of Glenaven’s 
church and she is under financial constraint at this time.  I appeal to the 
wider Parish for some kind of financial help that we can offer to Joan at 
this crucial time.  For those who want to help, please put your donation 
in an envelope with the name of Joan and put it on the Sunday offering 
plate.  Colin Gibson agreed to give some of the money that raise at the 
next Open Education toward this appeal. 
The money will go to Lynley until a time is appropriate to give to Joan. 
 
MARTIN LUTHER MEETS OPEN EDUCATION - Yes, our next Open 
Education presentation is by Dunedin’s world-recognised Martin Luther 
scholar, Reverend Professor Peter Matheson.  Was Luther a nightingale 
singing a new and gentle song or was he a wild boar, rooting up an 
ancient church structure and its traditions? What has been his impact 
on the Christian Church, heir to his radical Reformation? Join us at 
Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, on Wednesday 19 July 
at 7.30, and get some really well-informed answers. A Koha of $5 will 
go to a member of the Parish whose house went on fire last Sunday 
and needs our support, as will proceeds from the pre-sessional meal at 
6pm, catered by Judy Russell ($15). Ring Judy (455 3727) to book your 
place at the table. 
 
 

OTAGO DISTRICT METHODIST WOMEN's FELLOWSHIP 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

To be held in the Mosgiel Methodist Church 
Saturday 15 July 

 
12:30pm - POT LUCK LUNCH 

Please bring FINGER FOOD to share. 
Annual General Meeting to follow 

Collection for Social Services - going to the Family Support Fund  



 
 

 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
STORIES FROM THE MISSION 
Science Kids:As the end of the term approaches we are beginning to 
round up another 8 weeks of the Science Works programme. It has 
been a real pleasure to work with both Carisbrook and Te Kura 
Kaupapa Maori o Otepoti schools. The new pond water experiments 
have been progressing well, with some students beginning to see algae, 
and a clear idea of what prohibits its growth. Attendance and 
engagement from both schools has been fantastic, and the kids seem 
to really enjoy themselves.  
 

Te Kura Kaupapa Maori o Otepoti had a really enjoyable time last week 
at the planetarium, which was very interesting as we move into 
Matariki. The students were very knowledgeable about the 
constellations, and were given the opportunity to identify some of 
them on the big projection. It also provided them with the opportunity 
to educate others on what Matariki is all about. 
 

Carisbrook this week had their trip to the conservation laboratory at 
the Museum. This is a real favourite for most of the students, as they 
are able to get a behind the scenes look at some of the museums most 
special artefacts. The students were so very interested and had lots of 
questions. They were also very impressed as they were able to see the 
Falkland wolf up close and personal, one of only three taxidermy 
Falkland wolves in the world. Looking forward to sharing the children’s 
learnings with family and whanau in the coming weeks. 
 
 
The Early Years Hub: The Hub has again been fortunate to have 
received some beautiful knitted hats, slippers, fish and chip jerseys and 
jumpers from the Parish Ladies just in time for the cold snap. We have 
been able to make sure that everyone who comes to the Hub leaves 
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with at least a warm hat and more often than not slippers and a jersey 
to go with it. The Maui studios came to film “A day in the life of the 
Hub” for our funding partner Te Pūtahitanga. The Baby Wearing 
Library, Breast Room, the Music and Movement group and Creators at 
Home playgroup were filmed and we would like to thank all those who 
graciously gave of their time.  Our thanks to Food Share for the 
donation of some quinces which are not something we see every day 
so the Cooking class have been busy learning how to make quince jelly 
and paste.   
 
Hub: The Hub has been busy with many coming for blankets and warm 
clothing as the cold winter weather sets in. We have now given away 
all our stock of warm bedding. The cooking class have been having 
shared Kai while waiting for their other dishes to finish cooking and so 
have been experimenting with different soup ingredients. They have 
tested out the Jerusalem artichokes grown in the Hub garden. While 
most weren’t familiar with these, they did make delicious soup which 
was a great accompaniment to the soda bread which uses very few 
ingredients and is quick and simple to make. This month has seen the 
start of the Breast Feeding Peer Supporters training funded by Well 
South. Bushie Calvert has been training volunteer supporters in 
Oamaru as well as in Dunedin. The training prepares volunteer Mums 
to support other Breast feeding Mums in the community. 
 
 
Little Citizens: The teddy bear hospital visit was a fun and rewarding 
trip for the tamariki. We took a group of 10 children and their teddies 
to explore a hospital environment while interacting with friendly 
doctors and dentists in training.  They are designed to show the 
medical world in a fun way and to reduce any anxiety some tamariki 
may feel towards these environments. It was a resounding success with 
a lot of laughs and learning for all involved.  
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HYDRANGAS, BULLRUSHES (?) and a few 
straggly pieces of DRIED OUT VEGETATION 
have been Mornington's "floral 
arrangement" for these mid-winter 
services.  More correctly, perhaps, a "dried 
arrangement," many of us have 
appreciated the skilful deployment of the 
garden's winter attire - not the full-blown 
colours of the other three seasons, but the 
quiet affirmation that there is beauty even 
in the drab scenes and muted hues that 
greet us when we leave our well heated 
homes and venture out into the 
inhospitable world outside.  THANKS to 
the arrangers in all our churches who do such a sensitive job with 
flowers, leaves, branches etc - a silent, but much appreciated witness. 
 
 

GOOD COP BAD COP 
 

This title was the answer to a recent 
crossword clue that had me baffled. It was 

the only possible answer to the spaces available and the letters already 
in place. It’s the title of a song, but it’s better known in connection with 
methods of police interrogation. It seems to me to strike at the heart of 
everyday reality – our world is increasingly a world of extremes. 
 
Dunedin is pretty well served by its daily newspaper – long may it retain 
its independence of overseas control. We’re well informed on what 
going in in our part of the world, though I’d exchange some parish-
pump gossip for news of international significance. Monday morning’s 
World Focus helps redress that balance, though this week’s issue made 
uncomfortable reading. A US cartoon on  tax cuts for the wealthy; 
bribery in India; President Trump’s ‘ramshackle executive’; the 
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crumbling of the Islamic State and its dangerous aftermath; 
supermarkets and so-called fair trade; political uncertainty/change in 
the Near East; militancy in the Philippines; the migrant crisis. By 
contrast George Orwell, an uncomfortable prophet at the best of times, 
is praised for his ‘patriotism’, and the emergence of French President 
Emmanuel Macron is seen as a positive for the restructuring of post-
Brexit Europe –vision rather than screw-drivers. 
 
What lies at the heart of this apparent movement to the extremes - 
never more powerfully expressed than in W.B.Yeats’ poem The Second 
Coming, written in 1919, under the still-looming shadow of WW1: 

Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity. 

 
Where, for example, do climate change and religious fundamentalism 
fit – are their protagonists to be dismissed for their ‘passionate 
intensity’? Are those who live and let live to be condemned for their 
lack of conviction? 
 
What on earth, therefre, are we to make of those extraordinary verses 
– part of last week’s lectionary readings - in the Gospels (Matthew 
10:34f = Luke 12:49ff) where Jesus describes his teaching, and his 
mission, as disruptive. He even uses the word ‘sword’ to illustrate the 
sharpness of the division that will come about within society. Is the 
Gospel subversive of peace and good order? 
 
Remember Robert Muldoon – how can we forget him! He wrote more 
than one book about himself – the 1981 version of his autobiography 
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was entitled My Way.  His legacy, I fear, was to divide his country. It 
was not that his ideas were always wrong – it was that he so scorned 
those who disagreed with him and his way. Our Parish statement – 
‘Finding Good in everyone – Finding God in everyone’ – echoes our 
rejection of that spirit. 
 
But Yeats’ harsh phrase, ‘The best lack all conviction….’ must be taken 
seriously. Generosity of spirit; a willingness to acknowledge, if not 
respect, another’s point-of-view; the listening ear; inclusiveness, are 
essential to peace and growth. Fundamentalism, religious or political or 
whatever – ‘their way’ - on the other hand, gives rise to disrespect and 
exclusion. 
 
Archimedes is supposed to have said, “Give me a place to stand, and I 
will move the earth.” I believe it may be said of Jesus of Nazareth that 
he at last found his place to stand – the place on which he was to make 
his last stand – and it was with that sense of conviction, or certainty, 
that he quite literally moved the world. For long enough we have 
thought of that place in terms of the love of God – but I wonder 
whether we ought not take the larger view. Where Jesus was - in that 
place - there was God. 
 
When I think of the sermons that I have heard (and preached myself) I 
realise that their underlying spirit has often been an honest, but too 
often vain, attempt to provide answers. But what are the questions we 
are attempting to answer? Where are we coming from? What is the 
future for which we yearn? 
 
We may not want to move the earth, but do we know where we now 
stand? It may be true that good people lack conviction. It need not be 
true if we are honest with ourselves – if we are honest in our search for 
truth. 
 

Donald Phillipps 
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