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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 10 December 
9.30 am   Mornington R Mitchell (combined with St Mary’s) 
10.00 am  Mosgiel Siosifa Pole 
11.00 am  Glenaven Rod Mitchell 
1.00 pm  St Kilda TBA 

 
 
 
  

PARISH BULLETIN 
3 December 2017 

 
 
 

Dates to remember: 
Today: Dunedin Interfaith Council picnic, 2.30 pm 
5 December:  Mosgiel MWF Christmas Afternoon Tea, 1.30pm 
6 December: Advent Studies, Mosgiel, 7pm 
9 December:  Otago District MWF, Mornington, 2pm 
13 December: Lampedusa Cross night, 6 pm Mornington Church 
15 December: Holiday period Services due in 12 noon 
16 December: Farewell to the Pole Family, Mornington, 5.30pm 
17 December: Mornington combined service with St Marys at St Marys  

http://www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz/
mailto:parish@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:admin@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:rmasterton@actrix.co.nz
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INVITATION FROM THE DUNEDIN INTERFAITH COUNCIL 
The final Dunedin Interfaith Council gathering for the year will be a 
social gathering/picnic at Salmond College, 19 Knox St, North East 
Valley, Dunedin this afternoon Sunday 3rd December 2017 2.30pm.  
Please bring food and drink, and if you have one, a blanket.  Everyone is 
welcome. Please come, and bring your friends. 
 
MOSGIEL WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP Christmas afternoon tea is being 
held Tuesday 5 December from 1.30pm at 40 Forth Street.  Please ring 
Elaine on 489-7663 if you are going. 
 
ADVENT STUDIES will begin on Wednesday 29 November, at Mosgiel 
Methodist Church, starting 7pm.  The material is using for the study is 
entitled, The Voice of the Prophet, by John Cox.  He writes, “…it is 
worth noting at the outset that while the prophets are very often 
messengers of doom and gloom, berating the people of God and others 
for their failings and faithlessness, they are also the heralds of hope.” 
Everyone in the Parish is welcome to this series of Advent Studies. 

 
OTAGO DISTRICT METHODIST WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP 
Saturday 9 December 2017 at Mornington Methodist 
Church at 2pm - "CHRISTMAS IS COMING".   

Wear something Christmasy.  
Please bring a plate of food per carload. Come and enjoy an afternoon 
of fellowship together. 
 
AMENDMENT FOR PREACHING PLAN 
• 10th of December, the Mornington Methodist Church and St Mary 

Anglican Church will have a combined service at Mornington 
Church, 9.30am. 

• 17th of December, the Mornington Methodist Church and St Mary 
Anglican Church will have a combined service at St Mary Church, 
9.30am. 
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A LAMPEDUSA CROSS NIGHT IN AID OF THE VICTIMS 

OF THE MAJOR EARTHQUAKE IN IRAN AND IRAQ 
 

MORNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH 
Corner Galloway and Whitby street 

 
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 13 
Starting at 6PM   Koha $20 

 
A fine meal will be provided by JUDY RUSSELL.  

Professor KEVIN CLEMENTS (University of Otago) speaks on 
‘Compassion without Boundaries’, and Golnoush Madani (Iran) will 

show us pictures of her homeland. 
 

All proceeds will go to relieve the victims of the recent major 
earthquake in northern Iran and Iraq. This is an opportunity to show 

that compassion indeed has no boundaries. Donations welcome. 
 

Contact Judy Russell (455 3727) to book your place 
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ORDERS OR SERVICE & BULLETINS OVER CHRISTMAS BREAK 
The Mission Office will be closed from midday Friday 22nd December 
and although we reopen on Monday 8th January, I do not return to 
work until Monday 15th January.  Could you please ensure your Orders 
of Service over this period (between 22nd Dec & 15th Jan) are sent to me 
admin@mmsouth.org.nz no later than 12 noon Friday 15th December. 
 

The final bulletin for 2017 will be the 17th December 
edition and the first bulletin for 2018 will be 21st 
January. 
 

Thanks everyone, wishing you a very happy 
Christmas.    Katrina 
 
FAREWELL TO THE POLE FAMILY: A Potluck dinner will be held at 
Mornington church on Saturday 16 December at 5.30pm.  Please bring 
some food to share and join in the event. 
 
CHRISTMAS IN VIEW: Our Methodist Hub is looking for pots and pans 
and kitchen things of good quality, and blankets with warmth in them. 
Also, toys for Christmas stockings —not stuffed ones, though—for 
children of all ages. They will go to people who have little or nothing. 
Can you help? Deliver to 158 Oxford Street, South Dunedin, off Prince 
Albert Road, or ring Christine on 466 3407. 
 
REMINDER: if you have a notice for the Parish please email it to 
Rachael Masterton on rmasterton@actrix.co.nz by Wednesday evening 
for inclusion in the Sunday bulletin. 
 
SYMPATHY - On behalf of the Mornington Methodist Church and the 
whole of the Dunedin Methodist Parish, I Would like to convey my 
condolences to the family of Pauline Mabon for her death after some 
years of ill-health.  It is our prayers that God would grant upon you 
peace and comfort during this period of mourning. 
 

mailto:admin@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:rmasterton@actrix.co.nz
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A SERVICE OF PARTICULAR RELEVANCE, and encouraging for everyone 
present, was held at Mornington last Sunday as we recognised the 
opening of the YOUTH TRANSITION HOME by Methodist Mission 
Southern at Woodhaugh in January.  We offered a prayer of dedication 
- not to mention the heaps of good wishes and support for an initiative 
of great significance for the City's youth.  Jimmy McLauchlan, Christine 
Thomas and Rose Newburn represented the Mission and each spoke of 
their respective responsibilities in the project.  The home will be "a 
place to call home" for six of the City's most troubled and otherwise 
homeless youth, with an extra room for overnight staff. 
The Home is needing all manner of household equipment for the 
Home, and if you have something of good quality you would like to 
offer please call one of the above names at the Mission Ph 466.4600. 
The congregation was reminded of the Mission Statement of our 
Church, which applies also to Methodist Mission Southern - The 
Church's Mission in Aotearoa New Zealand is to reflect and proclaim 
the transformng love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ and declared 
in the Scriptures.  We are empowered by the Holy Spirit to serve God 
in the world.  The Treaty of Waitangi is the covenant establishing our 
nation on the basis of a power-sharing relationship, and will guide 
how we undertake 
mission.  In seeking 
to carry out our 
mission we will work 
according to these 
principles. 
PHOTO - Rose 
Newburn and Jimmy 
McLauchlan. Absent: 
Christine Thomas 
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STORY FROM THE MISSION 
The Hub: Rita has been working 
hard to establish the Chinese 

playgroup at the Hub and encouraging parents to come along.  Last 
month our Kowhai Community Playgroup celebrated Harry’s 1st 
birthday.  Harry’s Mum, Rita, asked us if she could bring some Chinese 
posters and decorations to decorate the Playroom for Harry’s birthday.  
We were excited to be part of Harry’s birthday celebrations.  Our 
Playgroup is a multi-cultural one and empowers – whakamana - 
parents, caregivers and tamariki to bring their ideas to our group is 
especially important to us. Our parents, caregivers know they have 
ownership of our Playgroup and it was wonderful to see that in action 
today.Rā whānau ki Harry was sung in 3 languages: Chinese, Te Reo 
Māori and English.  We all enjoyed the delicious Chinese food that Rita 
had worked hard to make, including dumplings and special Chinese 
cakes for the tamariki. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture supplied by Yvette Hendry; Creators at Home visiting teacher/Kaiako 
 
 
If you would like to support the Mission’s work with a donation, 
please visit www.givealittle.co.nz and search for The Methodist 
Mission.  

http://www.givealittle.co.nz/
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I WAS A LITTLE TAKEN ABACK, as 
many others seem to have been, by 
Dave Witherow’s opinion piece in 
the ODT recently on being sick and 

tired of hearing Te Reo Maori spoken so frequently and so fluently on 
National Radio (and in other venues). 
 
Not that someone might still think those things, I’m not so sheltered 
that I think that viewpoint has passed away, but that the ODT might 
print it.  Generally, our local paper does pretty well at promoting a 
common frame for those of us that live in Dunedin, and this seemed to 
me to be a pretty divisive piece.  
 
So either more people than I’m aware of hold these views, or the ODT’s 
looking for a bit of rah-rah-raru to stimulate a bit of publicity.  And I 
reckon they should know better.  
 
While I was quietly mulling on this, I got sent a draft copy of a paper 
written by a Wellington based public servant, discussing how (I think, it 
was a pretty ropey draft) the voices of the clients might be heard better 
by Wellington.  All well and good, I was thinking.  
 
Except over 18 pages, there were only two references to Maori.  Now, 
this is a bit of a problem.  Maori are a majority (a raw majority) of 
prisoners, 63% of children in Oranga Tamariki care, 71% of youth 
offenders, and nearly half again as likely to truant from school.  For a 
group of people who are a minority of the population as a whole.  
 
Which is really not good, but that’s not the problem.  The problem is 
that this was a paper written on behalf of the crown, and the crown 
has a specific relationship with Maori: the Treaty of Waitangi.  
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Its an arranged marriage of sorts, with an ongoing dispute about the 
vows taken and a fair bit of domestic violence by one party and quite a 
bit of trashing of premarital property.  But with no option of walking 
away.  There really is no doubt about this – governments don’t hand 
over billions of dollars in reparations and apologies right left and centre 
without having been thoroughly embarrassed.  
 
The crown has said that it’s duties under the Treaty can be described as 
the 3 P’s: Participation, Partnership, and Protection.  Maori have never 
accepted these as being good enough, and they seem like pretty weak 
sauce to me, even when compared with the English version of the 
Treaty.  But they are the minimum.   
 
And still they’re not managed very well.  In draft papers from 
Wellington or in the local newspaper.  Whereas the participation in 
being told not to speak your language?  Where’s the partnership in us 
telling them what to do?  And where’s the protection when the 
“debate” is continued in the letters page day after day? 
  
My Wellington friend has taken the advice to rethink his approach with 
integrity and a genuine desire to learn, which is useful, I suppose.  But I 
am less sure about the angry folk writing to the paper, rewriting the 
marriage vows selfishly, again.   
 
We have the chance, though, to honour the marriage and as we enter 
this time of celebrating the birth of the Christ, perhaps renew again our 
vows (the proper ones) for another go. If you are wanting a place to 
start have a look at trc.org.nz.  
 
Laura Black 


	Dunedin Methodist Parish

