
Dates to remember: 
16 May 7.30pm   Open Education – Mornington  
23 May 2.00pm   Mornington MWF – Mornington Church Lounge 
4 Jun 2.00 – 4.00 pm Our People Our Heritage – Mornington Hall 

 
 
 

 
Dunedin Methodist Parish 

Finding Good in everyone     Finding God in everyone 
www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz 

Find us on Facebook:  Dunedin Methodist Parish 
 
 

Presbyters: Rev. Siosifa Pole  455 2923 

 Rev. Dr. Rod Mitchell  453 3310 

Parish Stewards: Mrs Earlene Owens 
Dale Meredith 

489 8146 
467 2070 

Tongan Steward: Mr Kaufusi Pole 455 0096 

Parish Office: Siosifa:    parish@mmsouth.org.nz  
Katrina:   admin@mmsouth.org.nz  

466 4600 

Parish Prayer Convenor: Elaine Merrett: elaineross@xtra.co.nz 489 7663 

Pastoral Convenor 
Mornington: 

 

Beryl Neutze 

 

476 7447 

Bulletin Coordinator: Rachael Masterton rmasterton@actrix.co.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 20th May 
10.00 am   Mornington P Taylor, S Pole 
10.00 am  Mosgiel Combined at Mornington 

11.00 am  Glenaven Combined at Mornington 
1.00 pm  St Kilda TBA 
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OPEN EDUCATION - On Wednesday 16 May, Professor Paul Morris 
from the University of Auckland comes to Dunedin and our Open 
Education programme to talk about his task of updating the National 
Statement on Religious Diversity. Yes, that’s right: there is such a 
document which sets out our nation’s view of the broad variety of 
religious faiths which are now present in New Zealand society, and lays 
out our rights as persons of faith, whether we are Christians, Muslims, 
Buddhists, Confucian Chinese, Hindus, Sikhs or whatever. He is hoping 
to garner ideas about what such a modern document should enshrine, 
so your presence is important. Tell others about this visit and 
encourage them to attend. The talk is at 7.30pm at the Mornington 
Church, Galloway Street, and as usual it will be preceded by a splendid 
meal provided by Judy Russell at 6pm. There is a koha of $5 for the talk 
and a charge of $15 for the meal. Ring Judy (4553727) to book your 
place at the table, and remember the line from the hymn, ‘For 
everyone born, a place at the table.’ 
 
OUR PEOPLE OUR HERITAGE 
On Queens Birthday, join us to generate some ideas about how we can 
capture and share some of the amazing stories of our people and 
places.  Let’s celebrate our heritage, share our faith and remember 
what makes each of us special in the eyes of God. We have people, 
places of worship, creative works of music, art and craft, memorials. 
We have supported many great projects over the years and, together, 
joined in many activities expressing our faith in action.  Let’s find fun 
and effective ways to share, to create a legacy of who we are and what 
we are about, for the future.  Anyone interested from across the wider 
Parish is welcome.  Let’s do it!  Contact Dale Meredith 467 2070 for 
more information.  Monday 4 June 2-4pm, Mornington Church Hall. 
 
MOSGIEL COMMUNITY FOOD BANK is experiencing larger than normal 
numbers and would appreciate help with any of the following items: 
Soap, toothpaste, shampoo, tampons, sanitary pads (Not toilet paper), 
milk powder, breakfast cereals and spreads.  Many thanks. 
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MORNINGTON METHODIST WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP.  This month’s 
meeting will take place in the Church Lounge on Wednesday 23rd May 
at 2 p.m.  The Guest Speaker will be Christine Thomas - telling us of the 
update on the Youth Transition Home.  Please remember the Gift of 
the Fellowship of the Least Coin.  Also - if you wish to bring along the 
gift for the Youth Box.  The Box is given out to the young person 
starting out in the life of living in a flat - a cake of soap, packet of tea, a 
tea towel - whatever you wish.  Everyone welcome. 
 
NOTICES for the bulletin for the rest of this month need to go straight 
to Katrina at the Mission Office please as I will be away.  I will be back 
from Saturday 2 June.  Thank you, Rachael 
 
COMBINED SERVICE NEXT SUNDAY - Next Sunday, May 20, our District 
Superintendent, Peter Taylor,  will visit Dunedin and lead a combined 
service at Mornington Church, Galloway Street, starting at 10am 
(please note the time). We hope as many as possible of our members 
will attend. Parking is easier in the streets around the church—Whitby, 
Galloway, Argyle, Elgin Road. The service will be followed by morning 
tea, and an opportunity to meet each other and the Superintendent.  
Please bring a plate to share after the service. 
 
THE OTAGO COMBINED CHRISTIAN GROUPS NETWORK is excited to 
be hosting a ball again this year!  It is on 7pm-11.30pm Saturday May 
19th, at Knox Church Halls, George St.  Tickets are $20. 
 
All details can be found on the facebook event page here: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1688371551252917 
 
Invite your friends and we look forward to seeing you there! 
  

https://www.facebook.com/events/1688371551252917
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PUBLIC ISSUES FOR PARISH NEWSLETTERS & BULLETINS 
6 – 13 May 2018 - The church is preparing our response to climate 
change by bringing a policy for climate justice to Conference 2018. 
Climate justice requires us to reduce pollution of the atmosphere as 
well as to strengthen policies for the fair sharing of wealth so that 
everyone can be part of the change towards stewardship of earth and 
atmosphere.  Pope Francis has said, "If we damage the environment we 
damage the poor”.  
 
The Public Issues Working group has prepared a draft policy. We are 
inviting all bodies of the church to engage with this policy, as it affects 
the many aspects of church life, from theology and faith to financial 
investments, management of church properties and what goods 
churches buy. Climate justice involves us all in moving away from being 
part of causes of pollution to living well with the earth.  
 
The Climate Justice Summary and the Backgrounder are with Parish 
Secretaries and at 
http://www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network/pi_resources 
 
Please let Betsan know what you think and how this policy needs to be 
amended for presentation as a Decision of Conference 2018.  
 
 
 
 
STORY FROM THE MISSION 
Next Step Training: A student enrolled with NST July 2017 in 
Foundation 1. She had one Unit Standard left to complete to achieve F1 
at the end of 2017. She came back in 2018 and completed her 
Foundation 1 and NCEA 1 by March and is now enrolled in NCEA2 ECE. 
Her attendance is almost 100%, she communicates very well and she 
participates in course activities.  

http://www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network/pi_resources
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In 2017 we were concerned about her level of social participation with 
her fellow students but she has made huge strides and now plays an 
active part in the social part of the course.  
 
Her tutors were also concerned last year that she did not seem to eat 
regularly. Student now has regular appointments with a councillor and 
Pania is also working with her. 
 
She has a study plan with a good understanding of how much she 
needs to achieve per week to achieve her goals. In March 2018 her 
goals were to be working at Halfway Bush Kohunga by June. She is 
aware that she needs NCEA 2 to do this. As well, she is studying Te Reo 
at Kokiri and studying on Pathways Awarua towards her driver’s 
licence, both of which are steps towards her employment goals. 
 
THE PARISH SERVICE at the end of April was a welcome get-together of 
a representative sprinkling of the Dunedin Methodist community.  But 
considering we came from four different congregations it was not an 
attendance to boast about.  But not to be negative, those of us who 
were there enjoyed the company of a slightly wider group, and that 
was good!  The 
writer particularly 
enjoyed the 
Tongan version of 
"Be Still My Soul" 
with remarkable 
harmonies from 
the St Kilda Choir.  
Malo!  O for a 
thousand Tongan 
Methodist tongues 
to sing such a 
glorious anthem!  
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A TINY PERIOD OF CALM 
In a very busy week (as which week isn't?) I was 
captivated by this description of our short-lived 

time on a planet which is feeling increasingly besieged: 
 

'The present life of men on earth, O king, as compared with the whole 
length of time which is unknowable to us, seems to me to be like this: 
as if, when you are sitting at dinner with your chiefs and ministers in 
wintertime... one of the sparrows from outside flew very quickly 
through the hall; as if it came in one door and soon went out through 
another. In that actual time it is indoors, it is not touched by the 
winter's storm; but yet the tiny period of calm is over in a moment, and 
having come out of the winter it soon returns to the winter and slips 
out of your sight. Man's life appears to be more or less like this; and of 
what may follow it, or what preceded it, we are absolutely ignorant.' 
 

This little cameo was written by an early medieval historian, scholar 
and story-teller, who was one of the most famous monks in history. St 
Bede, or The Venerable Bede, author of The Ecclesiastical History of the 
English People, was born in 673CE. Even his birth date, in this form, 
tells a story. The signifier AD (Anno Domini -- in the year of Our Lord) 
has now been changed to the more neutral CE: Common Era. The 
familiar BC (Before Christ) has become BCE: Before the Common Era. 
You feel you need to reverse that change to understand Bede's 
importance in Christendom. After all, his time is much closer than ours 
is to the life of Jesus in history. He would have seen every year as a 
'year of Our Lord'. 
 

My Penguin Dictionary of Saints describes Bede's life as constrained but 
widely influential. Born in Northumbria in the late 7th century, he died 
in the 8th century after Christ, in the same monastery where he'd spent 
all his working life. Having been sent to school at a monastery at 
Wearmouth, he soon after entered the 'twin house' at Jarrow, (near 
present-day Newcastle) becoming a monk and a priest. This is where he 
died, in 735CE, having probably gone no further afield than 
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(monasteries at) Lindisfarne and York. In his own words, " I have 
devoted my energies to the study of the Scriptures, observing monastic 
discipline, and singing the daily services in church; study, teaching and 
writing have always been my delight.' During his last illness he was 
translating St John's gospel, dictating the last sentence just before he 
died, sitting on the floor of his cell, surrounded by the brothers among 
whom he had lived. 
 

Bede's world context was as different from ours as it could possibly be. 
Historian R W Southern in 1970 described the period 700-1050 as a 
'primitive' age in the West, in which the Greek and Islamic systems 
were 'immensely richer, more powerful, and intellectually more 
sophisticated' than western Europe. 'As a result of plague, famine, 
destruction and commercial atrophy, the whole of the West was thinly 
populated, with no towns of more than a few thousand inhabitants, 
with no important industries, with a rural population practising a 
primitive agriculture in adverse circumstances.' An exception to this 
view of pretty backward times is one unarguable advance: by 1086 
there were in England alone some six thousand water mills --harnessing 
the available energy of water for grinding flour. 
 

In Bede's age the monasteries, rather like the royal hall he describes in 
the sparrow story, were a 'symbol of stability' in a world of change. 
They were 'the gate to heaven; they were replicas of heaven on earth'; 
they were also repositories of knowledge and enlightenment at a time 
when much of Christianity as practised by ordinary (uneducated) 
people consisted of superstitious rituals to prevent one's going to hell. 
St Boniface praised Bede's calm wisdom, calling him 'a light of the 
church'. 
 

Further west than Bede's Jarrow and Lindisfarne, the Celtic monks of 
Ireland, living in community, also practised 'agriculture in adverse 
circumstances', but I would no longer call their methods 'primitive'. 
They worked with the seasons to grow their familiar crops, raise 
animals, and feed their people. Their saints' stories incorporated the 
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same belief in supernatural interventions as was universal at the time, 
but they were at heart stories of love, devotion and endurance in an 
unbelievably harsh environment. 
 

And now for something completely different: our present context. 
While writing this I felt some definite points of connection: the 
harnessing of water energy, the gardening including horticulture, the 
'delight' of study, writing and community, the positives of living in faith. 
I even thought Bede's 8th-century description of 'our' brief life as 
relevant today as it was when he wrote it, with the exception that he is 
describing the warm, lit hall of royalty rather than the struggle of the 
poor to survive. 
 

I have chosen for contrast an unreferenced piece I found on Facebook, 
which sums up the culture of today: 
 

'The world is increasingly designed to depress us. Happiness isn't very 
good for the economy. If we were happy with what we had, why would 
we need more? How do you sell an anti-ageing moisturiser? You make 
someone worry about ageing. How do you get people to vote for a 
political party? You make them worry about immigration. How do you 
get them to buy insurance? By making them worry about everything. 
How do you get them to have plastic surgery? By highlighting their 
physical flaws. How do you get them to watch a TV show? By making 
them worry about missing out. How do you get them to buy a smart 
phone? By making them feel like they are being left behind. 
 

To be calm becomes a kind of revolutionary act. To be happy with your 
own non-upgraded existence. To be comfortable with our messy, 
human selves, would not be good for business.' 
 

Give me a tiny period of calm any day. 
 
 
-- Helen Watson White 
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