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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 15th July 
9.30 am   Mornington LMT (R Cannon) 
10.00 am  Mosgiel S Pole & LMT 

11.00 am  Glenaven LMT (R Cannon) 
1.00 pm  St Kilda TBA 

 
 

  

PARISH BULLETIN 
8t h  July 2018 

 
 
 

Dates to remember: 
13-14 July    Synod in Invercargill 
15 July  1.30 pm  Social Event – Visit Fletcher House 
18 July  7.30 pm  Open Education – Mornington Church 
29 July  After 10 am Service – Minister farewell - Mosgiel 

 
 
 

http://www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz/
mailto:parish@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:admin@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:rmasterton@actrix.co.nz


 
 

 

 

2 

OTAGO-SOUTHLAND SYNOD - Friday 13th 7pm to afternoon Saturday 
14th, Invercargill.  Those who would like transport please contact Siosifa, 
phone 455-2923.  Those who want a billet please contact Rachael 
Masterton, 476-4867. 
 
SOCIAL EVENT FOR SUNDAY 15TH JULY.  ALL VERY WELCOME. 
Visit Fletcher house, the restored original 1920's home of the Fletcher 
family at 727 Portobello Road, Broad Bay.  Planned visit starts at 1:30 pm 
on Sunday 15th July at Fletcher House.  Cost is $10/person.  Parking is in 
car park just past the residence.  If interested in coming please let Cam 
know 021 995 130 or 454 5600 as guides are provided for the visit. 
 
OPEN EDUCATION: BRING YOUR BROLLY! 
On Wednesday 18 July at 7.30pm in the Mornington Methodist Church, 
Galloway Street,  Open Education will show a compelling film titled 
Monsoon, a BBC documentary about the effects of the Monsoon and the 
clearing of ancient forests to create palm oil plantations. An 
extraordinary reminder of the ecological damage humans are doing to 
their environment and the natural world. It will be preceded by the usual 
excellent meal catered by Judy Russell at 6pm. Koha for the film $5, 
charge for the meal $15. Ring Judy to book your place at the table (455 
3727) or sign in at Mornington. Proceeds to the West Papuan Liberation 
Movement, for there huge damage has been caused by corporate mining 
companies. 
 
PARISH FAREWELL TO OUR MINISTER AND HIS FAMILY 
A parish farewell to Siosifa and his family will be held immediately after 
the combined 10am service at Mosgiel on Sunday 29 July.  Do join us to 
show our gratitude for his fine leadership and the warm participation of 
Naomi and the children in the life of the parish.  Money has already been 
given, but if you are able to do so, please bring a gift of food to help 
provide an adequate morning tea for this important occasion. 
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PRAYER REQUEST - Please continue to pray for the sick and the home 
alone members of our Parish.  They definitely need our supports, and 
prayer can be one of them. 
 
SYMPATHY - I would like to convey a message of sympathy and 
condolences on behalf of the Glenaven Methodist Church and the whole 
of the Dunedin Methodist Parish to Alan and David Labes and the whole 
family, for the death of Carolynne Labes.  It is our prayer that God grants 
peace and comfort upon you during this period of mourning. 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR CAROLYNNE LABES 
There will be a memorial service for Carolynne Labes, replacing the usual 
service, 11.30 today at Glenaven Church, 7 Chambers St, North East 
Valley.  Please if possible bring a plate of cold food ready to serve our 
guests afterwards. 
 
PUBLIC ISSUES FOR PARISH NEWSLETTERS & BULLETINS JULY 2018 
Our Say on Zero Carbon - The Consultation on the Zero Carbon Act is 
open until 19 June.  Generation Zero are a youth-led organization that is 
dedicated to a Zero Carbon Act and drafted legislation before 2017. They 
have put together a very simple submission options for reducing Green 
House Gas emissions.  www.generationzero.org/zca_submission 
You can fill in a questionnaire at the MfE ‘You’re your Say’ website: 
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/have-your-say-zero-carbon 
Public Issues and the Churches Climate Network is preparing a more 
detailed submission on Climate Justice  
 
The Methodist Church’s draft guidelines for Climate Justice are at 
www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network/pi_resources 
 
  

http://www.generationzero.org/zca_submission
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/have-your-say-zero-carbon
http://www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network/pi_resources
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WEST PAPUA LIBERATION Information Sheet 2 
Groups around New Zealand long accustomed to the experience of being 
"a voice crying in the wilderness" on issues relating to injustices being 
heaped on the indigenous peoples of West Papua have been greatly 
encouraged by a strong and articulate statement by the Pacific Journal 
of Baptist Research urging the Baptist Union of New Zealand to adopt 
the strongest possible position supporting West Papuan independence 
from Indonesia. 
 
I have been unable to download the full statement but here is the gist of 
the four pointed statement which Baptist representatives will be asked 
to consider at their next national assembly. 
 

To condemn the human rights abuses inflicted on West Papuan 
people under Indonesian occupation. 
 
To condemn the exploitation of natural resources that is a feature of 
Indonesian occupation. 
 
To foster all possible attempts to promote peaceful negotiations, 
including Indonesia, specifically aimed at confirming earlier 
international decisions granting independence to West Papua. 
 
That following the decision of the United Nations Decolonisation 
Committee NOT to support the petition of 1.8 million West Papuan 
people calling for UN support for independence, the New Zealand 
Government actively support other Pacific Island nations in the their 
consistent calls for the voice of the indigenous people to be heard by 
the international community. 

 
Baptists have not been known for their support of liberation causes, and 
the above clear-cut statement of intent is significant, especially 
considering it arises out of thorough research, I commend their position 
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to our Parish, West Papua is the nearest and most obvious case of 
systematic oppression, with consequent civil rights abuses. in New 
Zealand's theatre of influence.  Can we avoid giving it our closest 
attention?  Are we justly indignant at these atrocities so close to home?  
The ethic of Jesus, contained in the epic words of Mary, are a continuing 
imperative to put down the mighty and exult the humble and weak. 
 
Mornington Leaders Meeting has agreed to a progressive education 
process on the West Papua issue and in subsequent bulletins further 
information will be include prior to a congregational meeting later this 
year.  Thanks.for reading.         Ken Russell ( Ph 455.3727 ) 
 

STORY FROM THE MISSION 
 
Milton Client Support Worker: An elderly lady was referred to our 
service after her husband she had been caring for had passed away.  She 
was experiencing grief and loss, low mood and anxiety.  Through the use 
of PCOMS Alice identified her need for service was to have support to 
‘get through each day until she felt stronger’.  When we explored this 
more, and for Alice this was to have someone to talk to – to help her 
make sense of what was happening for her now she didn’t have her 
husband to care for.  She needed help with her anxiety and being able 
to manage this so it didn’t continue to affect her every day functioning.  
Alice also felt her social group had abandoned her in her time of need 
and was reluctant to ask her friends for support.  Alice’s children lived 
overseas and her family supports were limited.  She didn’t want to 
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burden her children as she felt they had more important things to worry 
about. 
 
Through discussions and conversations Alice gradually come to terms 
with the changes that were happening in her life.  She was encouraged 
to access counselling for her grief and loss and to see her doctor 
regarding her anxiety.  Alice was also supported to have a conversation 
with her children so they were aware of how their Mum was feeling and 
the support she was needing.  This was positive for Alice as they didn’t 
realise how things were for their Mum.  They thought she was doing ok.  
This allowed Alice’s children to look at how they could better support 
her from a distance, and it helped Alice to see that although her children 
lived overseas they still cared about her and wanted to make sure she 
was ok.  With her children’s support Alice has made contact with friends 
and she has slowly begun to do activities she did before her husband’s 
death.  Alice is also accessing a mental health worker to help her manage 
her anxiety.  Alice is now at a place where she feels a bit stronger as each 
day progresses.  She is happy to have had the support from the Mission. 
 

 
DYING WELL 
Travelling in Europe you are 
confronted with an awareness of 
history and the impermanence of 

human beings and of human society and civilisations in a way that is less 
obvious here in our young country. Rome, with the remnants of its once 
mighty empire, the grandeur of its Christian churches built in some cases 
with stone stripped from the ancient temples, its multitude of statues 
depicting the heroes of history, reminds visitors that all too soon we too 
will become a part of history and very few with any form of monument 
to record our arrival or departure. Most church-goers would agree that 
it matters how we live our lives, but does it matter to us how we die? 
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By the time we are in our 70s, death is no stranger. Sometimes it comes 
suddenly. It did in the case of my father. At 78 he'd enjoyed a full day 
and died as he was preparing for bed. It was a shock for all his family and 
friends, but it leaves a golden memory. Others keep death at arms length 
for many years as did an aunt who struggled with chronic illness, but 
lived a full life and died cheerfully in hospital wondering who would be 
there to greet her on the other side of the Jordan.  
 
Sometimes death can't come quickly enough. It was like that in the case 
of my partner Malcolm. His death was undignified and awful, the very 
opposite to the wishes of the person I knew him to be.  If he was aware 
of what was happening he would have hated it. Maybe he was aware? I 
have missed Malcolm every day for the past five and a half years, but I 
wouldn't want him resurrected if I knew he had to endure that horrible 
death a second time. There were times that I wanted to smother him 
with a pillow and give him peace, but I didn't know how effective that 
would be or how I would cope with the aftermath, given that I could be 
had up for murder. I was told his death was inevitable and that no 
intervention could save him. I had to tell him that he was dying. He was 
so loved. He had so many visitors in hospital. He lapsed in and out of 
consciousness. He was on as much medication as was considered 
necessary, but it was not a peaceful death. I wish that when the end was 
near, those who loved him could have said our last goodbyes and that 
he could have been given a suitable substance that would have given 
him, and us, a peaceful end.   
 
I was with my mother in hospital for much of the last month of her long 
life.  She had had a fall which saw her admitted to hospital and a gradual 
decline, perhaps acerbated by the drugs she was given for pain relief.  In 
the end, despite my protests, she wanted to die. Her kidneys failed and 
her muscles began spasming for more than 36 hours. At my request, she 
was given a medication which she was told would stop the spasms. "She 
would go to sleep and would not wake up." My sister was with her when 
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she died at 3 am the next day. I believe it would have been good for her 
and also good for our family had she been administered a drug which 
gently ended her life in the company of those of us who wanted to be 
with her at the end.   
 
While I was overseas our Methodist Explorers group discussed the 
InterChurch Bioethics Council submission to the Justice Select 
Committee on the End of Life Choice Bill. I totally disagreed with the 
submission. I wondered whether any of the submitters had experienced 
dying process of a loved one. I felt that they were justifying an already 
held position of opposition to assisted dying and that many of their 
arguments against euthanasia proposed unlikely consequences where 
people might feel depressed or unwanted and request euthanasia, or 
that it might legitimise suicide. Such a position echoes those who 
opposed Homosexual Law Reform or the Gay Marriage Bill, that it would 
open floodgates of immorality and decadence. Has that been the 
consequence? 
 
Jesus died an agonising death on a cross. So did the robbers alongside 
him. According to scripture, their legs were broken to hasten their 
deaths, but not in the case of Jesus. It is said that after six hours he “gave 
up the ghost”. Did he lose consciousness or die? Did the Roman soldier 
take pity on him and thrust his spear into his side to end his suffering? It 
was a horrible death that we remember every Easter.  
 
I am sure you can tell that I am a passionate supporter of the right to die 
with dignity and freedom from pain when the time inevitably comes. I 
would like our government to make this legally possible. 
 
Euan Thomson 
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