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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding Good in everyone

Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz

Find us on Facebook: Dunedin Methodist Parish

Presbyters

Parish Stewards:

Tongan Steward:
Parish Office:

Parish Prayer

Convenor:

Pastoral Convenor

Mornington:

Rev. David Poultney 974 6172
Mobile 022 3502263
Rev. Dr. Rod Mitchell 453 3310
Mrs Jan Stewart 473 9141
John Hardy 472 7377
Ross Merrett 489 7663
Mr Kaufusi Pole 455 0096
David: parish@mmsouth.org.nz 466 4600
Katrina: admin@mmsouth.org.nz

Elaine Merrett: elaineross@xtra.co.nz 489 7663
Beryl Neutze 476 7447

PARISH BULLETIN

28th July 2019

WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 4" August 2019

9.30 am Mornington D Poultney
10.00 am Mosgiel D Phillipps
11.00 am Glenaven R Mitchell
1.00 pm St Kilda TBA

DATES TO REMEMBER
2-3 August Otago Southland Synod Meeting
8-22 August Coming Up Is God Green —and What About Us?
6-7 September Coming Up Going Deeper into the Acts of the Apostles
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OTAGO SOUTHLAND SYNOD MEETING

Being held 2" and 37 August at the Mosgiel Church in the Lounge.
Contact Rachael on rmasterton@actrix.co.nz if coming (for catering
purposes and times of sessions).

We also needing a bed for a lady coming from Invercargill — please let
Rachael know if someone can offer a bed for the Friday night (and
breakfast on Saturday morning).

COMING UP - IS GOD GREEN-AND WHAT ABOUT US?: An exploration
of human responsibility in the care of the Earth. Rev Dr Selwyn
Jeoman, Presbyterian Minister Thursdays 8, 15 and 22 August, 7.00 pm
to 9.00 pm, Burns 7, Arts/Burns Building, Albany Street, University of
Otago

COMING UP — GOING DEEPER INTO THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
Dr Deborah Bower, Director, SoulScape

Friday 6 September, 7:00pm — 9:00pm and Saturday 7 September,
9:00am-12.30pm

Elim Church, 67 Harrow Street, Dunedin

Each Course costs $20. Please register online
at www.otago.ac.nz/continuingeducation

S “THE TIMES THEY ARE
‘ o727zectirzs > A-CHANGIN’ “ (Bob Dylan)

Times have been changing since time began. Can you remember
grandparents saying, “It’s not like in our time.” When a youngster, and
living down the road from both sets of grandparents we often had
meals there. One plate that appeared in my place time and again, it
seemed, had the words, “Time and tide wait for no man.” | can’t
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remember if | got a suitable answer to my question of what this meant.
| certainly know now.

Our grandparents spoke of the changes that had happened during their
life time and thinking back in later years | thought, yes they had — two
world wars, the great depression, migration from ’home’ to New
Zealand to a new life, progressing over time in transport and
technology, and more. But then our parents lived through great
changes as well and we have lived through great changes. We have
just been reminded of the 50" anniversary of the first humans on the
moon — progress — “One small step . .. “ Man on the moon —it’s
women’s turn next — that will be the trump card.

Remember what the Russian astronaut, Yuri Gagarin first man to
journey into outer space, was reported to have said after landing
safely, “I looked and I looked, but | didn’t see God.” | wonder what he
would have said if he hadn’t landed safely, or if he had seen God? He
did say that while orbiting the earth, “I saw how beautiful our planet is.
People, let us preserve and increase its beauty, not destroy it.” Did that
experience change in any wavy, his ‘religious/spiritual’ thinking?

‘When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set into place,
what is man that you are mindful of him,

the son of man that you care for him?” Psalm 8:3,4

Bob Dylan’s ‘Anthem of the change for the times,” was influenced by
Irish and Scottish Ballads. He felt greatly about the changes that were
happening in his time. He said there was a bitterness towards
authority, towards the type of person who sticks their nose down and
doesn’t take you seriously but expects you to take them seriously.

In Dylan’s last verse: ‘As the present now will later be past’, is a fact -
today becomes yesterday, what we do today will influence tomorrow,
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or tomorrow’s history, our own if nobody else’s, one way or another.
Influential people in the past have shown us that, John Wesley for one.

| am reading a new book on Wesley, “The John Wesley Code, Finding
Faith that Matters” by James Stuart. The description of the living
conditions of Wesley’s times are appalling, and the attitude of the well
to do and the church leaders towards the needy is so dismal. The
English Class system was strictly graded, each class looking down on
the other from top to bottom, caring less for those below — sticking
their noses down without any serious thought to the plight of the poor.
One writer at the time said ‘that humankind was happier in a state of
inequality and insubordination.” Another, ‘that this state was permitted
by an all wise and gracious Providence to show the poor how
immediately dependent they were upon the rich.” It makes me
ashamed to think that perhaps some of my ancestors believed that.

What are we ignoring at this time, what are we sticking our nose down
at and not taking seriously? Do we shrug our shoulders at the
seemingly rampant liquor trade, the possibility of more drugs (e.g.
cannabis) becoming readily accessible to the weak and vulnerable, the
homeless sleeping in the streets, the children at risk, the so-called
trusted financial advisers ripping off their investors, the slowness in
checking pollution. .? What progress have we made since Wesley’s
days?

‘Do not withhold good from those who need it, when it is in your power
to act.” Proverbs 3:27

A last word from Wesley: ‘Love is the end, the sole end, of every
dispensation of God, from the beginning of the world to the
consummation of all things. Love will endure when heaven and earth
flee away; for love alone never fails.” Sermon: Nov. 1749

Gordon Abernethy
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