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NEWS FROM THE MOSGIEL LEADER’S MEETING - The Leader’s Meeting 
met on Tuesday evening, here are some key points from the meeting. 
1. Enacting a decision made at the last Leader’s Meeting our Sunday 

services will be in the lounge over July and August 
2. The Communion Rail is to be fixed into position 
3. The AGM is on September 27th 
4. Leader’s Meeting next meets on September 15th 
5. It has been decided due to prohibitive cost not to purchase a 

defibrillator 
Thank you to Ross and Elaine Merrett for hosting us on a cold, wet 
evening. 
 

THE DEATH OF MAVIS DONALDSON - Mrs Mavis Donaldson died in the 
early hours of Monday morning.  She was a longtime member of 
Mosgiel though had been resident in Birchleigh Nursing Home for a 
while.  Her funeral was held at Mosgiel Church on Thursday afternoon. 
 

Thank you to the members of Mosgiel Church who showed welcome 
and hospitality at this event. 
 
STORY FROM THE MISSION 
Client Support – Youth Transition Houses 
Ōtepoti - The resident that moved out of the house at level three is 
settling into their new home.  They report they are excitedly awaiting 
July when they will start life as a student.  They are independently 
applying for jobs and this month got short listed after completing an 
interview. 
 

Waihōpai - A resident has moved from the house and out of district.  A 
plan was developed with the resident to ensure that they could access 
supports in their new community.  The resident reports they have 
settled into their new home and are attending school.  They stated 
things are going well. 
If you would like to support the Mission’s work with a donation, 
please visit www.givealittle.co.nz and search for The Methodist 
Mission  

http://www.givealittle.co.nz/
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TRUTHFULNESS  
World news is, at the moment, distressing 

enough. The fatal spread of the coronavirus is not abating, and our hope 
that somehow, somewhere, a cure will be found and an end will come 
seems as far away from achievement as ever. Nor is the situation helped 
when world leaders go into denial. There was a telling moment a couple 
of weeks ago when a former military leader in the United States said, in 
this connection, that his President was a liar. Not a qualified statement 
– just a blunt assertion. Backed up this week by a statistic – the 
Washington Post has been keeping a tally, and they assert that this same 
leader has been guilty of 19,000 lies during his term of office! 

It has been said that the overwhelming majority of human beings lie to 
themselves every day just to keep moving forward. We make progress 
because, without supporting evidence we believe we can achieve 
something we’ve never achieved before. We happily (and modestly) 
accomplish something against the odds. Fooling ourselves isn’t lying, 
surely. But. We believed in ourselves, so that was sufficient to get by. Is 
it wrong to lie - when you’re only deceiving yourself? 

Since is so prevalent in human interaction does it make any sense to take 
the high moral ground. It’s understandable that practical, pragmatic 
people question the point of it all. That’s surely what was going on in 
Pilate’s mind when he took it upon himself to question the upstart 
religious trouble-maker from Galilee. John tells us that when Jesus 
stated that he had come into the world to bear witness to the truth, 
Pilate responded, maybe cynically, “Truth? What is that?” 

Where is the line to be drawn? Indeed, when what is at stake seems of 
little consequence what is really wrong in telling what we call “little 
white lies”. When not much is at stake it is easier to tell the truth - but 
telling small lies then becomes habitual, and leads to much larger lies.  

And lies do inflict terrible harm. Lies by a government or head of state, 
for instance, can lead to moral bankruptcy and ruin. At the heart of 
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matter lies this concern: whether it’s a little fib told by a friend or a 
whopper told by a President, a lie undermines trust in one another. Trust 
is essential for human flourishing. A philosopher once wrote: “Not that 
you lied to me, but that I can no longer believe you, has shaken me.” 
Trust is crucial for human interaction.  

A lie that a scientist tells in a professional paper is very different from 
the story told to a four-year-old about Santa Claus. The first interferes 
with our ability to trust scientists in general - the second lie is an example 
of what a theologian has called “the living truth” - making up a story to 
communicate what cannot be as effectively conveyed in plain words. 

Deception, trust, and communication, are all interwoven. Truthfulness 
isn’t quite the same thing – but is it the rule or an exception. We place 
such a premium on the truth, because it makes exceptional demands on 
us. Lying is usually the easier way out. “Oh, what a tangled web we 
weave when first we practice to deceive.” Maybe we prize the truth 
because it is difficult and rare. It is often hard to know the truth, hard to 
accept it, hard to tell it. 

There’s something degrading about lying, both for the liar and their 
intended dupe. Our pride, our dignity, is preserved when we tell the 
truth. If you tell me a truth I don’t want to hear, I might not like you for 
it, but I’ll often respect the fact that you had the courage to be honest 
with me.  

The courage to be honest took Jesus of Nazareth all the way to the cross. 
2020 and its pandemic has illustrated as never before the need for 
honesty. 2020 and its elections challenge us to set bias aside and look 
for honesty. The truth is within us, said Browning. It has to be. It is there, 
surely. 

Donald Phillipps 
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