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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 6th DECEMBER 2009

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	Comb. Wesley 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	S Grant 
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ADVENT SUNDAY – HOPE 
Advent marks the beginning of the CWS Christmas Appeal 2009. This week we look at Fiji’s Ecumenical Centre for Research, Education and Advocacy. Fiji is not the paradise on the television adverts. Outside the resorts are thousands of Fijians forced to live in over-crowded squatter communities which turn to mud in the rain and whose residents are at the mercy of local governments which seek to evict them.  CWS partner, ECREA works with Fijians forced to live in squatter towns.  It teaches them their rights as citizens and gives legal advice when they face eviction. Please give the people of Fiji a chance by supporting the CWS Christmas Appeal 2009.

[image: image4.wmf]MINI GOLF TOURNAMENT 
29/11 starting around 2:00p.m.  Location St Kilda Beach/Dinosaur Park, next to Model Engineers.  Cost $4/adult, $1/child.  Objective: Out putt the others.  All ages Welcome.  If attending please advise Cam Weston 4545600. 
MORNINGTON LEADERS’ MEETING - The last meeting for the year takes place on Tuesday, 1 December, 7.30pm

MOSGIEL M.W.F. is having our end of year lunch at “Mosgiel Railway Station” on Tuesday 1st December at 12 noon. All other Mosgiel church members very welcome to join us. Please phone 489 7663 if you would like to come.
MORNINGTON CHOIR resumes practices again this coming Thursday, 3 December, 7.45pm

WESLEY WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP final meeting for 2009 will be held on the 3rd of December when members will meet at St Barnabas at 12.30pm for lunch. All church members are cordially invited to join with us for this special occasion, cost approximately $10 each.  Please advise Joyce Patton phone 487 7414 or Ivy Reggett 455 7332 by 30th of November.

[image: image5.wmf]HOPE IS OUR SONG  
On Sunday evening, December 6th, at Knox Presbyterian Church, commencing at 5.30pm, there will take place the Dunedin launch of the new New Zealand hymnbook Hope is our Song, starting with a pot luck meal, followed by a celebration and service with plenty of singing. 
This will be your chance to meet Shirley Murray, Colin Gibson, Cecily Sheehy, Marnie Barrell, Marion Kitchingman and many more of the hymn-writers whose music and words have inspired and uplifted us. Copies of the book will be on sale at $30, and you can get yours autographed on the spot. The University of Otago will have awarded Shirley an honorary doctorate on the previous day, in recognition of her remarkable contribution to world hymnody, so we will have the opportunity to honour her again at this book launch. A not to be missed celebration. 
CHRISTMAS AHOY!
A new Christmas play, performed by Y@M and Sunday School.  Sunday 13 December, 9.30 am at Mornington.  
MOSGIEL NOTICES
Carol Singing, late night shopping, Tuesday Dec. 22. Recruitment of singers, adult and children, is under way. Commitment involves about 20min of carols on the night, with a practice session on Saturday, 19 Dec. Please advise John Stoddart, 489 6308 ext 720 with contact details of choir persons.

Food Bank Drive: We need your help in supplying presents for our families, i.e. buy a little present, wrap and label it, under 5years boy or girl, 5 – 10 year old. Also any special Christmas baking to include in the Christmas food parcels would be great. Drop it off to the food bank, your church’s representative, or put it in the Lion’s Club trailer on the 11th.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY: 

To the following children celebrating birthday’s:
29th November – Lachlan Jones 

3rd December – Ryan Elkins 

“WHAT IS TRUTH?” In John’s Gospel (Chapter 18 verse 38, this was the question Pontius Pilate put to Jesus in response to Jesus’ statement, “Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

John Salmon, a former President of our church and a former minister in the Dunedin Parish, has written a paper with the same question, ‘What is Truth?” as its title.

In the paper, John reflects on the “truths” or beliefs that people hold, and makes the point that the ultimate test of the “truth” we live by is how effective it is in the way we live

Copies of the paper are available at church today. At Mornington, several copies have been placed in the special rack for pamphlets, etc.
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JUMBLE SALE 

The Mission will be holding a Jumble Sale at Wesley Hall on Saturday 27th February 2010, with all proceeds going towards Wesley Village.  

Any items you would like to donate would be extremely appreciated, please phone Sarah on 4664600 to arrange collection, or these can be delivered to Wesley House.  

All items welcome – nothing too large or too small! 

Nearer the time any preserves, jams or baking would also be welcome. 
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GIVE US A CHANCE, THE CWS CHRISTMAS APPEAL 2009, encourages us to give those in need a hand-up not a hand-out. CWS works with nearly 30 organisations around the world paving the way for people to improve their lives. Your support enables individuals, families and communities to work their way out of poverty.
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The basics of life that we in New Zealand take for granted are a struggle for many people in war damaged and poor countries.  Simply having clean water, enough nutritious food, going to school, being health, earning decent incomes, living in peace and having a voice are not a given for many millions of people.  Their dreams of improving conditions for their communities, going on to higher education and giving their children a better life go unfulfilled. 
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Poverty limits people’s ability to better their lives.  Without opportunities, people are forced to undertake dehumanizing, demeaning or onerous tasks to simply make ends meet.  It is through no fault of their own.  Their vulnerability leaves them at the bottom, unable to rise. 

Given a chance, communities can escape the cycle of poverty.  The featured partners in this year’s CWS Christmas Appeal are examples of the 30 organisations CWS supports around the world that create or improve opportunities in their communities.  Through this appeal, you can give them a chance.  The wish of people in developing countries is not for a hand-out but a chance to build better lives for themselves, their families, their communities and their countries. 

Given even a small opportunity, people in developing countries will embrace it and work hard to improve their lives. 
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Earlier this year, a World Bank report, “Moving out of Poverty”, found that opportunity at the local level is very important to poor people.  Report author Deepa Narayan said that to get out of poverty, people needed more than initiative alone.  Opportunity meant having roads to reach markets, basic education to run small businesses, and health to be able to work.  Illness, natural disaster or financial crises meant people were unable to escape poverty, the report said. 
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The poor can’t simply pull themselves up by their bootstraps.  However, generating opportunities at local level can greatly improve their life chances.  CWS partner Developers Foundation, in the Philippines, shows that more than just physical work and hard labour are needed to overcome deprivation.  Initiative, creativity and financial opportunities help prevail over poverty and injustice.  Developers Foundation loaned a woman named Bevelyn $367 in 2004 to start a weaving business.  Prior to this, she was weaving as an employee and earning $72 a month.  Having purchased her own loom for $54, Bevelyn now earns $256 a month.  Loan conditions from Developers Foundation were much better than bank rates or money lenders charging high interest rates.  Bevelyn repaid the loan in six months, and used her profits to pay for her siblings’ education. 

At CWS, we see every day that poor people have high hopes and are resilient.  People in these communities are not without ambition.  They are not poor because of laziness.  Even in the poorest areas of the world, leaving a life poverty is possible when the individual initiative and hard work of poor people is matched by opportunities. 
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The flow-on effects of giving someone a hand-up are immeasurable.  In Uganda’s southwest, CWS supports villagers struggling with widespread poverty and extreme water shortage.  To alleviate this poverty, the Centre for Community Solidarity Unganda (CCS Uganda) aims to improve the health and well being of households with orphans and vulnerable children by buying rainwater tanks.  Improved availability and quality of water leads to better health, especially for young children vulnerable to common – and sometimes fatal – waterborne diseases like diarrhea.  Women and children are spared walks of 8km each day to collect river water and can use this time more productively. 

By having a home-based water supply, households can raise livestock and poultry at home, improving the family’s nutrition.  By selling surplus eggs and meat, families can afford to send their children to secondary school. 

[image: image14.jpg]



The poverty reduction strategies of CWS partners like Developers Foundation and CCS Uganda focus on increasing economic, social and political opportunities for the communities in which they live and work.  This year’s CWS Christmas Appeal also features projects in other parts of the world suffering political instability or natural disasters, such as Palestine and Fiji.  By supporting people in these communities, you give them the chance to improve their lives. 
Thank you for supporting the CWS Christmas Appeal 2009. 

Get Real

Exactly 40 years ago I was recovering from a bout of flu, and was bored. I asked a friend whether he had a good book for whiling away the hours. He had a bit of a smile on his face when he suggested I read the three volume set he had just finished. So I discovered Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings and have been hooked ever since.
I think I can say that from the very beginning I was simply captured by a great story superbly told. The world Tolkien created was consistent – the vast array of characters all belonged to it. It was, and is, a wonderful yarn. It’s all there, and there are no hidden meanings.

From the beginning, however, people thought Tolkien was re-living, through this story, his experience of two world wars - about the final triumph of justice over evil, and so on. Tolkien’s answer to that was emphatic: "It is neither allegorical nor topical....I cordially dislike allegory in all its manifestations, and always have done so since I grew old and wary enough to detect its presence." I like that, and I believe him.

Now I am reading, for the first time, John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress. No greater allegory exists in the English language. It purports to be a dream, describing someone called Christian journeying from his home in the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. Every word, every event, every step on the way is to be interpreted, and Bunyan provides the interpretation. I’m glad I’ve got round to it. Even if it doesn’t speak to me about myself, its language is part of our inheritance.

‘Allegory’ comes from a Greek word having to do with speaking in public. It is a 'figurative mode of representation conveying a meaning other than the literal.' Allegory communicates its message by means of symbolic figures and/or symbolic actions. Allegory does not have to be expressed in language - it may be addressed to the eye, as in realistic painting, sculpture, or some other art - for example, ballet. 

I’ve got as bit of a problem with allegories, however. There’s a real danger that if you look for them too hard you might just miss the truth. A straightforward story is twisted to become the carrier of hidden meanings - what the story’s creator intended is lost under someone else's explanations and interpretations.

And, though this may seem a bit of a trifling thing, I also have something of a problem with the word ‘like’. It’s the very word that often introduces allegories and symbols. It’s a word too often used, I think, by authors who lack confidence in their ability to describe things as they are. They try to do this by telling us what the object of their interest resembles - not what it is in itself.
I find this particularly inappropriate when the writer, or anyone for that matter, describes a human being (who is, after all, unique) by saying that they are like someone else. Have you never heard someone, who is angry with another, say to them: ‘You’re just like your father/mother, sister/brother, husband/wife. Strictly speaking I’m talking here about analogies, rather than allegories, but I think the same criticism holds.
By avoiding direct confrontation - by speaking in terms of resemblances rather than realities - I think we avoid the truth. One thing our Christian faith surely needs as much as anything in these days of direct confrontation from faiths or systems of belief that call our faith into question is the ability to be honest. 
Some of Jesus’ parables are allegories, aren’t they - think of the sower and the seed. Jesus told some good yarns - short and to the point. And Jesus began many of those stories with the phrase, ‘The Kingdom of Heaven (or, the rule of God) is like…’. It was because, so we’re told, those who heard him in those days needed to be treated gently, and not challenged too strongly.
Advent must be a time when we dispense with whatever - word or phrase or picture - prevents us from seeing the whole Jesus of Nazareth, the living Christ: bread, wine, lamb of God, prince of peace, true vine, and so on. He is so much more than anyone of these.

In every way the Advent journey to Bethlehem is the exact opposite of Christian’s journey in Pilgrim’s Progress. It is a journey to a beginning, not an end. It is a journey into humility, not triumph. It is a journey into risk and not certainty.
At Bethlehem we find a Jesus, who is not like anything or anyone else in humankind’s search for God. The child is unlike anything, or anyone, else, except that this child of God, this Jesus is human, just as we are. When we find him we can kneel at the manger, as the Magi did, but then we can stand tall. I believe that’s what he wants.

Donald Phillipps
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