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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 7th FEBRUARY 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	Comb. Wesley 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	S Grant 


NEXT SUNDAY, 7 February, we will celebrate the Covenant Service in all churches of our Parish. The Covenant Service has a long tradition in Methodism, and it will be good to celebrate it as church life takes up again after the summer break. It will also be an occasion when all those in leadership positions, and indeed all who serve the church in any way, can renew their commitment.
In the service we have the opportunity to joyfully celebrate God’s gracious offer to Israel that “I will be their God and they shall be my people.” This offer is made to all who seek to live as followers of Jesus Christ. What God offers is a loving relationship. The covenant is not a contract in which God and human beings agree to provide particular goods and services for each other! There is nothing we can do to create a relationship with God. God has freely and graciously made it possible. The Covenant Service provides us with a means of reminding ourselves of our relationship with God, and helping us to sustain it. We do this every time we celebrate Holy Communion, but we could say that the Covenant Service focuses attention on the renewal of commitment in an even more pointed way.

As you will see from the wording of the liturgy next Sunday, God’s gracious offer to us is also a challenge. As we take part, it will be important to understand that the service is a gift, not a demand. We will make our covenant not in our own strength, but in the strength and grace of God.

LET’S HEAR DEM NOTES, BROTHERS AND SISTERS!

Mornington Choir practices resume on Thursday night, 4 February, at 7.45. We will be preparing some fun music for the WAITANGI DAY CONCERT AND MEAL FOR HAITI. New members are welcome; come and try us out.
WAITANGI DAY MEAL AND CONCERT FOR HAITI

On Waitangi Day, Saturday 6 February, commencing at 6pm, Mornington Methodist Church will provide a meal and concert to raise funds for Christian World Service and their partners working to relieve to the terrible conditions in Haiti following the catastrophic earthquake there.
Judy Russell will cater for the meal (it will not be a grand affair), followed by a sparkling concert presented by many talented performers. There will be no set charge: please give as generously as you can at the door; all proceeds will go to CWS. The invitation is to our whole Parish, our friends, neighbours and supporters (do let them know). However, please ring Judy (455 3727) by Thursday 4 February to establish numbers attending.
MOSGIEL NOTICES 
Thank you for your help and support during the Christmas Food Bank Drive which was a wonderful success. Not as much food as last year but still a generous amount. We look forward to serving our community with you this year.
MORNINGTON LEADERS’ MEETING
The first meeting of the year takes place on Tuesday, 9 February, 7.30pm in the lounge. We look forward to a good start for 2010.
ANNUAL OTAGO HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY TRUST STREET APPEAL
On Thursday the 4th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal. If any one is available to give an hour of their time to assist as a collector it would be most appreciated. Both in-door (the Meridian Mall) and street corner collectors are needed (for those of you that might have a preference). The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need. Last year we raised over $8000 and we hope to do even better this year!
If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz. Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.
ECUMENICAL SOCIAL JUSTICE CONFERENCE

An invitation has been received from the Catholic Church to attend a Social Justice Conference in Gore on Saturday 13 February.
The conference theme is "Partnerships for change... working together in true communion." The day starts with people sharing  local stories of justice initiatives happening in our
Otago/Southland regional communities. Later in the day, Lisa Beech and Michael Smith from Caritas Aotearoa NZ will lead us into a wider national and international context. And then we bring all our reflections together, hopefully into a plan of action - all this as a faith community, a people of justice.
Some of the justice initiatives that will be shared in the first session will include prison ministry; transition towns, climate change and carbon reduction; Abrahamic inter-faith dialogue; co-operative sustainability, etc, but this is not an exhaustive list - anyone can share about their social justice concerns in their communities

There is no registration fee for the day. Morning and afternoon tea will be provided but please BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH. We will provide some additional food for lunch but cannot guarantee any loaves and fishes miracle!
Provided sufficient numbers warrant it, there will be a bus leaving Dunedin from Holy Name Parish, Great King Street at 8am and will leave Gore just after 4.30pm to return to Dunedin. The fare will be $15.00 per person, which is substantially subsidised.
Please advise WITHIN 7 DAYS to Tony  Eyre      eyre.fogarty@clear.net.nz     if you want to book a seat on the bus. We need numbers as soon as possible so that we can book a suitably sized coach for the trip - join the fun of travelling together!
DO YOU ENJOY KNITTING OR CROCHET?
We would really appreciate some volunteers to knit or crochet finger puppets for The Mission’s Early Learning Centre.  If you are able to assist please contact Lisa – 4551445 ext – 5.  
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The Mission will be holding a Jumble Sale at Wesley Hall on Saturday 27th February 2010, with all proceeds going towards Wesley Village.  

Any items you would like to donate would be extremely appreciated, please phone Sarah on 4664600 to arrange collection, or these can be delivered to Wesley House.  All items welcome! 

Preserves, jams or baking would also be welcome. 
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS to Beth and Lewis Major, who celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 16 January.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Celia Cannon who has a birthday on 5th February. 

Mission Update

Greetings to you all at the start of this New Year and new decade. The Mission is in good health, and continuing to challenge

· Government moves continue to be interesting, and we are promised a radical shake up in Minister English’s second budget. Who can tell what that will mean on the ground? We have to wait and see, however, the signs seem to be that the Government wants to work more with national bodies, and force agencies to cluster more, as this will make their workload simpler. It is hard to see how this will advantage the people we work with, and history suggest that it may do the opposite; so we will have to be creative as we look to the future. 

· WesleyVillage Fundraising is going well, with the major applications being made toward the middle of this year. 

· The Mission is celebrating its 120th Birthday in April and early May – we hope to have a number of opportunities to come together with you and mark this auspicious occasion. 

· Polytechnic has agreed that the Mission will deliver one of its new courses to youth at risk, which we are delighted about – we think this combines the best of Polytechnic’s higher income stream with the Mission’s ability to work with this hard to reach group of folk. Our collaboration with other agencies is growing too; there have been good talks with Malcam Trust, Otago Youth Wellness and Presbyterian Support around areas of common interest. 

· We are in discussions with Vahefonua Tonga in Wellington around some joint research on the failure rate at schools for Pacific Island kids, toward developing tools that Pacific Island families can use to get what their kids need. 

· Methodist Mission Aotearoa (WesleyCom as was – the combined Missions) has welcomed Sinoti Samoa and Vahefonua Tonga to its membership – exciting times! And after Conference will be discussing the desire of some within the Connexion for us all to have the same trading names … of course, Dunedin has it right already, so we are feeling fairly good about the discussion. 

· Government has picked us for their High Trust Contracting pilot – an opportunity for us to talk to them about better ways of measuring the work that we do away from “outputs” and more towards the experiences of real people – if we can subvert the top-down mentality that has infected the way Government thinks about the work of social service agencies, we will have truly broken through!

· The Church’s Task Group on Governance is going well I believe, looking very much toward how the expression of the Church’s mission to proclaim the transforming love of Christ and to serve God can be better supported amongst congregations, parishes and communities. 

· Finally, at the start of the New Year the Mission’s financial performance is $310,000 better than budgeted (we budgeted for a loss – so not much of that is “profit” for investing in growth and better services), yet cashflow is tight, and there is still much work to do to bring our day to day finances into good health. But we have made a good start!

Laura Black, Chief Executive 

Many of you will have seen the recent New Zealand press coverage of the controversy surrounding the presence of Bible verses on Trijicon gun sights used by, among others, our own Army. A headline in the Otago Daily Times (22/1/10) reads: "Army wants 'Jesus sights' cleaned up." One American justification for this weird innovation is that it makes a weapon "a spiritual weapon of Jesus Christ."

I thought that in a long life I had seen just about everything. Not so! This absurd and tragic travesty of all that Jesus was, is, and represents, has really distressed me. For one thing, it is clear evidence that at least some Christian sectors are returning to the mind-set of the Medieval Crusades which justified the slaughter of Saracens (Muslims) and, at one point, Orthodox Christians. This is a "gift" to Islamist extremists.

I don't wish to say more about this controversy as such, but rather to show through it how very important it is that we not only retain, but fine-tune our critical faculties. If we don't, then I suggest we are indeed at risk of having our "islands" of rationality and tolerance overwhelmed by the "tide" of religious fundamentalism, of which this rifle sight business is an example.

The key question for me is: How do we proceed such that our "islands" of rationality are not overwhelmed? Many things could be said in response to this question, but what I wish to offer is my appeal that by all means possible we encourage creative spirituality in our Methodist communities. Be sure: dogmatists do not like spiritualities which are free and creative. Their suit is rigidity and orthodoxy (their reading of orthodoxy, be it noted).

Rigidity.... Significantly, these Bible verses are stamped on the rifle-sights. We might say that this is a kind of frightening 'message metaphor' involving steel, mass-production, invariability.

This propaganda for a perverse reading of Scripture (and of Jesus) has nothing in common with creative spiritual life.

To be creative in our spiritual lives we need to be comfortable with the recognition that what we have been taught in a Christian context must be personalised if it is to be meaningful. "One has to connect the dots between religious traditions and daily life." Living spirituality does not come off a dogmatic assembly line - like contaminated rifle sights!

To be spiritually creative we need to be relaxed, trusting, open, hopeful. We need a personal inspiration, not a catechism certainty.

We need to be comfortable with who we actually are, not be seeking some "pie-in-the-sky" religious ideal.

We need to recognise, ultimately, that our spiritual paths are our own as individuals. Church may guide, but should never dictate. This is our Reformed inheritance.

We need to avoid any kind of "herd thinking." What I term "the rifle sight proponents" are clearly examples of "herd thinking" of an extreme kind.

It is not somehow "un-spiritual" or evidence of "unfaithfulness" to question any body of teaching, or any Church position.

Hard religion of the kind that we find among "the rifle sight proponents" knows nothing of peace and calm - marks of the presence of the Spirit. Rather, it is always edgy, looking for enemies within and without. The current biggest enemy for these people is, after Muslim terrorists, homosexuality.

Above all, I think, "creative spirituality" is ready to accept doubts and uncertainties. These stimulate creativity. They are not necessarily a mark of loss of faith. "The rifle sight proponents" are frightened people, frightened of losing their traditional securities.

"Creative spirituality" is not only comfortable with the presence of minorities, but rejoices in their presence. "Rifle sight proponents" most certainly fear minorities of any kind.

Finally, wasn't Jesus himself profoundly CREATIVE in his religious context? And wasn't it the 1st Century equivalents of "the rifle sight proponents" who set out to destroy him?

Just as a footnote, as it were, I would like to make reference to the film AVATAR. I have seen it twice, and could go to a third viewing! Clearly, AVATAR is having a considerable impact world-wide in adding to the rich mix of contemporary spiritualities. This deserves an article in its own right. However, a friend of mine in the United States points out that AVATAR is now caught up in the maelstrom of America's "culture wars." Fundamentalist Christians are up-in-arms in a big way over this brilliant movie. They see it as attacking both "Christian values" and "the American Way." How easily upset they are! They will certainly be calling for Bible verses on their preachers' rifle sights.

Aelred Edmunds
NOTE:

The following quote from Karen Armstrong’s recent book, “The Case for God – What Religion Really Means”, takes up something of the theme that Aelred deals with in his article:

“(fundamentalist movements)… are initially defensive movements rooted in a profound fear of annihilation, which causes them to develop a paranoid vision of the ‘enemy’…
Because fundamentalists feel under threat, they are defensive and unwilling to entertain any rival point of view, yet another expression of the intolerance that has always been part of modernity.  Christian fundamentalists take a hard line on what they regard as normal and social decency.  They campaign against the teaching of evolution in public schools, are fiercely patriotic but averse to democracy, see feminism as one of the great evils of the day, and conduct a crusade against abortion.  Some extremists have even murdered doctors and nurses who work in abortion clinics.  Like evolution, abortion has become symbolic of the murderous evil of modernity.  Christian fundamentalists are convinced that their doctrinal ‘beliefs’ are an accurate, final expression of sacred truth and that every word of the Bible is literally true – an attitude that is a radical departure from mainstream Christian tradition.”
PARISH BULLETIN
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