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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	G Watson 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	G Watson 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Ikahihifo 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	S Grant 


PARISH COUNCIL meets at Broad Bay Church on Wednesday 17th February at 7.30pm. 

MORNINGTON MWF 
First meeting of 2010 will be a luncheon on Wednesday 24th February at 12 noon in the Mornington Church Lounge.  Joy Clark will tell us about her recent travels.  Please bring pot luck lunch to share. 

EXPLORERS’ GROUP meets for the first time this year on Sunday afternoon, 28 February, 4.30pm in the Mornington Lounge.

Everyone interested in exploring theological insights is warmly welcome.
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WANTED!
Whole households of good used furniture, hundreds of plants, books, clothes, garden tools, and shelf-loads of preserves, jams and BAKING for the day. What Day? The Day of the Great Jumble Sale on behalf of the Wesley Village Project. 
Please ring Sarah (466 4600) to arrange for their collection or they can be delivered to Wesley House, 15 Wesley Street, at the end of a drive-in. All items welcome: we want a hall filled to overflowing! Throw out that old sofa and chairs, make a pack of jams, look up those delicious recipes, empty the bookshelves and turn on the cake-mix mixers! Let’s make this a huge fund-raising day together. Remember those old classic Jumble Sales? Here’s your chance to share in one more. Saturday, 27 February, starting at 10.00am. Be there early for the bargains yourself!
Festival of the Plain - “Community Celebrations”

Sunday 28th February 2010 at

7 P.M. in the soccer clubrooms
Memorial Park, MOSGIEL.

Keynote Speaker: Rev Peter Taylor

from Baring Square Methodist Church Ashburton, 

he came to NZ in 2006. Is married to Sharon they have two children. 
He knows that drama can be very significant in both church and community life and wants to share its importance
EVERYONE WELCOME.

Please support this community venture.
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ECUMENICAL FLOWERS IN PRAISE FESTIVAL 
Is open on Sunday 14th February from noon until 5.00pm and Monday 15th & Tuesday 16th from 10.00am – 5.00pm at St Paul’s.  The charity is Habitat for Humanity and the theme is ‘Love Thy Neighbour’. 
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THE BIBLE WITH ATTITUDE 
Kick the habit – Discover the Mystique 

This is the title of a 7 session bible study series which will be offered during the season of Lent and through to mid- April.

It was written by the Revs. Sarah and Rod Mitchell for Knox Church, and they have kindly made it available to us.

The 7 sessions will have two major foci. The first half will explore some aspect of our own life (faith) journey. The second half will explore the bible, seeking to gain insight into our own stories. Leadership of the studies will be shared by Cornelia and Stuart Grant.  The studies will be held on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the lounge of Wesley Church, Hillside Road.  Dates: 24 February, 3, 10, 24 and 31 March, 7 and 14 April. If you would like to take part, please put your name and phone number on the list provided at church, or phone Cornelia or Stuart, Home 453 6762, office (Stuart) 466 4600.
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SUPPORT YOUTH 

In Nicaragua & New Zealand 

Broad Bay Methodist Church

Saturday 6th March, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Peninsula and Broad Bay Church combine to raise money for this years National Project to help youth leaders in NZ & and Training Programmes for the young in Nicaragua. 

Venue:  Methodist Church Broad Bay.

Bring your favourite Teacup to show others. 

Afternoon tea provided.  Charge $5.00

Dr Mervyn Palmer will be present to provide expert information

Please ring with numbers to Olive Bain 4780 657 (evenings) 

[image: image9.wmf]HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following children:

15th – Finbar Shanahan 

16th – Samuel Jones 

20th – Fiona Cannon & Jenna Boyes 

PEOPLE NEWS
Our love and best wishes go to Dorn and Keith Herbert (Mosgiel), who celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary during the week.
ANNUAL OTAGO HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY TRUST STREET APPEAL
On Thursday the 4th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal. If any one is available to give an hour of their time to assist as a collector it would be most appreciated. Both in-door (the Meridian Mall) and street corner collectors are needed (for those of you that might have a preference). The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need. Last year we raised over $8000 and we hope to do even better this year!  If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz. Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.
Otago District MWF 
Visit from National President
Vaotane, Olive & Rosa will be making a visit to Dunedin on Friday 26th February 2010.  We have planned a Pot Luck tea at Mornington church at 6.00pm. 

This is a chance for you to meet and hear our visitors.   Please bring some food towards the main meal, as executive will supply dessert. 

This will really be your only chance to meet Vaotane and her team, as they travel onto Southland the next day. 

Those requiring transport please ring Ivy Reggett – 4557332. 

Anyone wanting to accompany us to Milton and Balclutha on Saturday 27th February is most welcome, leaving East Taieri Store, Riccarton Road at 9.45am sharp.  Please bring something to share for a pot luck lunch at Balcutha.  Meeting the Milton Ladies at 10.30am in the Hall on the Main Street in Milton 
THE DINNER – CONCERT FOR HAITI at Mornington last Saturday evening was great success! On the night the net amount received in donations for the Christian World Service appeal was $1650. This has since risen to $1880. Many thanks to all who have helped contribute to the desperate needs of the Haitian people, and thanks also to Judy Russell for the dinner. Christian World Service channels its funds through ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together). This is a combination of 150 churches and aid groups throughout the world, with a combined income of $2billion. The deputy director is Jill Hawkey, a New Zealander and  former head of our own Christian World Service.

COMBINED OTAGO SOUTHLAND –

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
The annual School of Theology will take place again at Lakelands Park, on the beautiful Frankton Arm of Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown.

The dates: Sunday evening to Wednesday morning, 21 to 24 March 2010

What’s on offer? The main content will be an intensive presented by David Bell and team from Trinity College on the theme,

“Living the faith; an ethical approach”

Martin Luther once famously declared, “Here I stand, and can do no other,” as he brought about sweeping reforms in church and society. Christians in New Zealand today have to make informed choices about how they will live and conduct their lives. Sometimes we are caught between demands of the laws of the land, the rules and regulations of the church, and our personal faith stance on issues. Learn how to achieve integrity in faith and life and find a balance between happiness, piety and ethics. Tutors are David Bell, Don Biggs, Lindsay Cumberpatch.

President Alan Upson will also be present and will offer a session on “Action out of Meditation”.

Registration forms are available from Rachael Masterton, rmasterton@actrix.co.nz

Buses, billboards – and brooding

Hi Jo

Thanks for your two tweets. 

Yes, I had heard about the plan to mount a bus advert campaign along the lines of, “There’s probably no God – enjoy your life”. 

Pause for thought, or consider a variation, “There’s probably no life (in the long run) – enjoy your God”.

And yes, I’d also heard about the church Christmas billboard in Auckland, “Poor Joseph – God was a hard act to follow”.

On the contrary, one might respond, “Lucky Joseph – having a son who saw ‘Dad’ as his model of God”.

But there’s no escaping the sensitivities when humour and the holy (both terms equally hard to define) smash into each other like particles in a collider. And when they both come from the same nucleus, from within the church as in one of the examples, it can be even more explosive. Dare I therefore ponder, before some joker outside the church does, whether the billboard came first, and the bus ad was then addressed to Joseph?

Part of the problem is that humour and the holy are intimately related. According to my research in the last few moments, both start when a baby is cuddled and tickled by its mother. It giggles gingerly as it feels good and connected, but uncertain and vulnerable, all at the same time. Such apparently opposing feelings belong to both experiences.

Jokes aside, so to speak, these two snippets set me thinking about what they may be saying to the church. They should at least be a reminder of the widespread indifference to intimations of divinity. The traditional personification of God is now problematic for many people. And Jesus as Son of God, sui generis, is even more so. The church’s liturgical expression is increasingly a compartmentalised, in-house language. Erudite explanations of it can be offered, but something has shriveled up in public consciousness of the spiritual zone. For many it’s an “unknown zone”.

What also interests me about your tweets is that, despite your not being involved in church life, you heard about these news items at least as soon as I did and they made enough impression for you to pass them on. That suggests two things about communication.

First, the impact of compressing a message to something like the space available on a billboard or bus ad. That’s a huge challenge. Yet even more important than saying anything at all is the need for a new sensitivity within the church to the thought forms and language of High Street. Any mission is vacuous without sharpened senses of sight, hearing, touch, taste and smell. That’s where we may have to start.

Second, the medium is often as important as the message. Tiresome as it may seem, you don’t get very far these days without a touch of novelty, or at least of contemporaneity, such as twitter. Even billboards and buses could become old hat. Imagine therefore how my attention was aroused when I came across the following on the National Police Headquarters website:


WANTED

Alive

A. Church
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With a light touch, not the dead hand of doctrine

With one eye on Jesus, the other on his double

With one ear to the ground, the other to the inner voice

With a palate for bittersweet, tasting pain and joy

With a scent for old roses, yet catching a whiff of new hybrids

And with a sixth sense for inspiration, also known as Spirit
I haven’t heard how it’s going, but I’m hoping that the hunt is on.

David Kitchingman

Will  You  Be  My  Valentine?

“Peter, will you be my valentine?” 


“Jesus, you know everything.  You know I want to be 


your valentine” (rough translation of Jn 21:17) 

Jesus also speaks to me:   

“Will you be my valentine?  Will you be my friend?” 

Which is to say:


Will you let me give you my unconditional love? 


Will you accept my peace for your tired worn self? 


Will you receive my mercy and forgiveness? 


Will you believe in my love when everyone else has gone away or 


   given up on you? 


Will you be generous enough to take my love to others when 


   they need you? 


Will you be bread to my hungry, love to my needy, hope to my

   desolate? 


Will you love yourself well and believe in the gifts I’ve given to you? 


Will you trust me to always companion you? 


Will you lay down your life for me? 

“Will you be my valentine?  Will you be my friend?” 

I listen to the invitation. 

I look within and find “yes” answers 

in my own February heart, 

“Yes” because of dear friends 

who have graced my days with love. 

Their hearts are plainly flesh and earthen, 

yet they touch me to your goodness. 

Their hearts are weak and wounded, 

yet they mend the torn in me. 

Their hearts are tired and troubled, 

yet they’ve time to give me rest. 

My friends are loving pathways leading home, 

home to where you are, 

O Lover of All Hearts. 

And so, I respond humbly, gratefully: 

“You know everything. 

You know I want to be your valentine”. 



- Joyce Rupp
PARISH BULLETIN


14th February 2010 
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