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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 6th MARCH 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	D Phillipps 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	D Phillipps 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	Comb. Wesley 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay
	C Grant 


EXPLORERS’ GROUP meets for the first time this year TODAY 4.30pm in the Mornington Lounge. Everyone interested in exploring theological insights is warmly welcome.

[image: image3.wmf]COME BOATING AT BRIGHTON – A SOCIAL EVENT FOR ALL 
Dinghies, (seating 4) with experienced crew, paddle boats and canoes. 
Low hire cost $5/half hour. 2 km of navigable waterways.  Start at 2:00p.m. today. If interested in being on the water please advise Cam Weston on 471 5606 
Festival of the Plain - “Community Celebrations”

Sunday 28th February 2010 at

7 P.M. in the soccer clubrooms
Memorial Park, MOSGIEL.

Keynote Speaker: Rev Peter Taylor

from Baring Square Methodist Church Ashburton, 

he came to NZ in 2006. Is married to Sharon they have two children. 
He knows that drama can be very significant in both church and community life and wants to share its importance
EVERYONE WELCOME.

Please support this community venture.
There will be a Festival Church Service at the Soccer Clubrooms, Memorial Park, entrance off Gordon Road, at 7.00pm.  

Do come along and join in this community celebration.

WESLEY MWF 

First meeting for 2010 will be held at Ivy Reggett’s home, 146 Surrey Street, 1.45pm, Thursday 4th March.  Subject will be our Special Objective. 
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SPECIAL PROJECT 2009 - 2010 
SUPPORT YOUTH 

In Nicaragua & New Zealand 

Broad Bay Methodist Church

Saturday 6th March, 2.00pm – 4.00pm

Peninsula and Broad Bay Church combine to raise money for this years National Project to help youth leaders in NZ & and Training Programmes for the young in Nicaragua. 

Venue:  Methodist Church Broad Bay.

Bring your favourite Teacup to show others. 

Afternoon tea provided.  Charge $5.00

Dr Mervyn Palmer will be present to provide expert information

Please ring with numbers to Olive Bain 4780 657 (evenings) 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – MORNINGTON 
The World Day of Prayer Service this year is on Friday 5th March and for the Mornington area will be at St Mary's Anglican Church, corner of Whitby and Lawrence Sts., at 7pm.  Come and join the combined churches of Mornington for this service which has been prepared by the Cameroon World Day of Prayer committee.  Everyone is welcome.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – MOSGIEL 

Theme – Let everything that has breath praise God.  Service at Mosgiel on Friday 5th March.  Held at St Mary’s Catholic Church, 1.30pm.  Everyone welcome.  Afternoon tea to follow.  Come and join us and enjoy learning about the people of Cameroon, West Africa. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER – CAVERSHAM

The service commences at 11am at St. Peter’s Anglican Church, Hillside Road, preceded by morning tea at 10.30.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAINCY STREET APPEAL

On Thursday the 4th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal. One or two more collectors are needed. The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need. Last year we raised over $8000 and we hope to do even better this year!  If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz. Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.
STEADY AS YOU GO

Steady as You Go is a programme of simple exercises to improve your strength and balance and help prevent falls. It has been compiled by Age Concern in association with ACC.  Our Mornington group will recommence on Wednesday 3rd March 2010 at the Mornington Methodist Church and runs from 1-2pm. It requires no level of fitness and new members are always welcome. For further information phone Brian or Margaret Connor 488 4345

MORNINGTON MWF MEETING 
Will be held on Monday 8th March, 7.45pm in the Church Lounge.  The speaker will be historian – Merle Van de Klondert.  Any questions please phone Sue 464 0787. 
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CALLING ALL PETS

On Sunday March 9 at Mornington and later Glenaven, Colin Gibson will be leading a service celebrating our pets. There will be a new pet hymn to sing, a pet story for the children (age 5-85) and you are invited to bring your pet animal, rock or plant or even your pet partner. †‘Does God have pets’? is the title of the sermon. Plan right now to be present at the Big Miaou, but remember to keep your pet under control to make it happy occasion for every one else’s pet.

CELLISTS OF OTAGO
A cello choir made up of fourteen of Otago’s finest cellists will offer a concert of cello music on Sunday 14 March at 3pm in the Mornington Church. Last year’s concert by this talented and unusual group drew a packed house, and this concert will do so again. The music the cellists and their accompanists will play ranges from classics like Bach, Beethoven, Chopin, Bartok and the great cellist Pablo Casals to arrangements of traditional tunes like Lord of the Dance and the Londonderry Air. A special feature will be new compositions by young Dunedin composer and performer Corwin Newall, whose work has already been played by the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. But the real highlight will be the playing of the massed cellists: a stunningly beautiful and rich sound. Admission is by programme ($10) and profits will go to the Wesley Village Project—another reason for coming along.
[image: image7.wmf]
“THE BIBLE WITH ATTITUDE”  
The Bible Study group began last Wednesday and continues till after Easter at Wesley Church, South Dunedin, 7.30 – 9.30pm. About twenty people are taking part.

COMBINED OTAGO SOUTHLAND –

CENTRAL SOUTH ISLAND SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY
The annual School of Theology will take place again at Lakelands Park, on the beautiful Frankton Arm of Lake Wakatipu, Queenstown.

The dates: Sunday evening to Wednesday morning, 21 to 24 March 2010

What’s on offer? The main content will be an intensive presented by David Bell and team from Trinity College on the theme,

“Living the faith; an ethical approach”

Martin Luther once famously declared, “Here I stand, and can do no other,” as he brought about sweeping reforms in church and society. Christians in New Zealand today have to make informed choices about how they will live and conduct their lives. Sometimes we are caught between demands of the laws of the land, the rules and regulations of the church, and our personal faith stance on issues. Learn how to achieve integrity in faith and life and find a balance between happiness, piety and ethics. Tutors are David Bell, Don Biggs, Lindsay Cumberpatch.

President Alan Upson will also be present and will offer a session on “Action out of Meditation”.

Registration forms are available from Rachael Masterton, rmasterton@actrix.co.nz
Fees for the School (Sunday evening to Wednesday morning) - $110.

Some funding may be available to assist in paying the fees. Please phone Stuart Grant about this (466 4600)
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to Alexander King who celebrates a birthday on 29th February. 
ABOUT PEOPLE 
Laurie Weston will be in Leslie Groves home form 1st – 14th March. 
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MANY THANKS to Neil Thompson (Mosgiel) for his more than 4 years service as Parish Steward. The Parish has been well served by Neil, who has given generously of his time and talents in this important ministry. He continues as Chair of the Mosgiel Leaders’ meeting and on the Property, Finance and Resourcing Committee.
Dr. George Davis (Mornington) replaces Neil as the newest of our three Parish Stewards, who are the executive officers of the Parish.  We wish George well in his term of office
RADIO CHURCH

Radio Church is broadcast every Sunday between 8.30 and 9am on Toroa Radio, 1575 khz. Originally a Methodist initiative dating back to the early days of radio in the 1930s, Radio Church has been organised on an ecumenical basis for several years. The roster of broadcasts is organised by Stuart Grant, and services are recorded by clergy from the Anglican, Catholic, Church of Christ, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches. If you know of any shut in folk, or others who cannot get to regular church services, please let them know about Radio Church.


In a recent CONNECTIONS article I made reference to the film AVATAR, and to the agitation it is causing among Fundamentalist Christians in the United States (and probably in other countries as well). I can bring you up-to-date on this. A well-informed friend of mine in that country writes:

"...the Neo-Puritans who in their fear of the human form, want to characterize the film as unfit for Christians to see because of the near-nudity of the primitive human-like peoples on the planet Pandora. Some Neo-Puiritans don't like the film simply because it is so visually sensuous. I even read one Fundamentalist critic who actually complained about the stunning colours in it, saying that the planet Pandora's colours reminded him of the dyed clothes of the hippies during the 1960's!

...[The film is] a critique of predacious imperialism and the genocide of 'primitive' indigenous cultures by natural-resource wealth-hungry technologically advanced invaders [from a dying, devastated planet Earth]. Neo-Conservative Protestants are claiming that this theme is exclusively an attack on the founding of America...

...The Iraq war. Most of the Neo-Con reviews that I have read describe the film as a big orgy of anti-American Liberal Bush-bashing.

...[In negative reference to missionary activity on Pandora] The Neo-Cons are seeing this as an affront to Christianity...."

And so on. How could you resist seeing the film after all of this?

So far as the "affront to Christianity" is concerned, I think that what is upsetting them at a deep level is that the film can be seen as attacking the orthodox understanding of the GENESIS myth - Adam & Eve, the Garden, the so-called dominion over Creation given to mankind, the expulsion from the Garden. Question for you and me: "WAS man given dominion over all of Creation? Did Yahweh intend him to be master-dominator, or merciful guardian, of His Creation?" Look at GENESIS 9: 1-4. Obviously, contemporary "dominator" Christians are in no doubt as to how to read these verses. Those (and there are many of them) who advance another "conservationist" theology of Creation, based on the first or earlier Covenant, are seen as the real enemy by the Neo-Cons. We are left in no doubt as to which line the film's creator, Cameron, is implicitly taking. And I do think that there is a GENESIS connection because the film even has a Tree of Knowledge! 

There is even a "Christ" or "Saviour” figure - the wounded soldier Sully. Whether or not Cameron saw this direct connection, Christians (liberal or conservative) will see it.

Sully campaigns fiercely, along with the devotees of the planet's Goddess, to save this pristine Paradise from the invading imperialists from planet Earth. Those who lead the imperialists do indeed look like some contemporary American leaders and military figures! Ultimately the fight of the "tribals" is successful, and the imperialists leave Pandora. Defeat for a particular view of America and its "Manifest Destiny"? I think so.

Aelred Edmunds
A Prayer during Lent
O God, 

our light and our salvation, 

show us the splendour of your promises. 

Whether we find comfort or discomfort in your ways,

send your Spirit to strengthen us as we follow.

Amen. 

The relative value of the various religions is a very difficult thing to discern.  It is almost impossible, perhaps quite impossible.  For a religion is only known from inside.  Religion is a form of nourishment.  It is difficult to appreciate the flavour of food-value of something one has never eaten.

· Simone Weil

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 

God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 

God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 

God be in my heart, and in my thinking; 

God be at mine end, and at my departing. 

· Sarum Primer
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