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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 11th APRIL 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	G Hughson 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	G Hughson 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	S Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


A PRAYER FOR EASTER DAY

God of joy and delight, open our hearts to receive the risen Christ with hope in the new life you promise. Calm our fears and free our voices to sing out for all to hear: Christ is risen! Alleluia!

EASTER GREETINGS to all members of the Parish who are no longer able to attend worship. You are in our thoughts and prayers.

LEADERS MEETINGS will be held this week on Tuesday, 6 April:

Wesley, 10.30am, Mosgiel, 7.30pm

BIBLE STUDY SERIES, “The Bible with Attitude” continues on Wednesday, 7 April, 7.30pm at Wesley Church.

MORNINGTON MWF 
Evening meeting to be held on Monday 12 April at 7.45pm. 

We will hear about this years Special Project – overseas portion to assist with a Training Programme for youth in Nicaragua, and the New Zealand portion will go towards Youth Leaders in Methodist/Presbyterian Churches. 

Everyone welcome. 
PROFESSOR ANDREW BRADSTOCK TO SPEAK AT MORNINGTON 

Professor Andrew Bradstock will speak during a service led by Greg Hughson at Mornington on Sunday 11th April. Andrew is Howard Paterson Professor of Public Theology at the University of Otago.  Since coming to Dunedin in 2008 he has been active in establishing a Centre for Theology and Public Issues at Otago University. 
See http://www.otago.ac.nz/humanities/ctpi/. Andrew is keen to connect with all Church communities and to encourage ways in which we can together, put our faith into action 

2010 Resurrection Celebration Service 

Sunday 11th April 7pm, Venue: Dunedin Town Hall.  The speaker will be Michael Duncan.  Michael's Masters thesis was on the life of the German activist, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He is currently doing a PhD on: 

The Moral Pathway Toward the Stranger in the Life and Thought of John Wesley. 
Organised by Combined Dunedin Churches Committee. Inquires: Pastor Bruce Elder, Dunedin City Baptist Church elder@ihug.co.nz or Rev Stuart Crossan, St Matthew's Anglican Church stuandmary@xtra.co.nz 

MIDWEEK SERVICE at Mosgiel, Wednesday, 14 April, 2pm.

CONGRATULATIONS to Greg Hughson, who was made a fellow of St. Margaret’s College at a formal dinner last Sunday evening.

YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER AS THE MISSION CELEBRATES 120 YEARS!
This year the Methodist Mission celebrates 120 years of continuous and active service to the people of Dunedin and Otago. We plan to mark the occasion with a range of activities, including a dinner for 130 at the Methodist Church in Mornington. The dinner will be held on Tuesday 4th May from 6.30 pm to 9.30 pm, and we would very much like parishioners to help us celebrate this occasion. If you could please RSVP to Sarah Campbell (sarahc@dmm.org.nz) phone 4664600 by Monday 26th April. Cost - $10.00 per person. Numbers are limited so please RSVP at your earliest convenience. 

The President, Vice President and Tumuaki of the Methodist Church of New Zealand, Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa, will be in attendance as well as key Dunedin supporters and we hope prominent Methodist social justice identities. Mayor Peter will speak on the links between the city and the Mission, and there will be choral medleys from both the Tongan Youth Choir and the Mornington Choir! 

See you there!
CONNECTIONS

The Connections article in last week's bulletin was by Yvonne Dasler. She is a member of Ken Russell's congregation in Blenheim

Recently I travelled to Massey University near Palmerston Nth to be present at the opening of a new $1.2 million University Chaplaincy Centre (Te Waiora) on campus.  I was a student at Massey for three years during the 1970’s. During this time I was a grateful recipient of University Chaplaincy services, so it was a very special experience for me to return to Massey for this occasion. Sir Paul Reeves, in opening the new centre spoke about the significance of spiritual spaces.  He was on his way that day to Taranaki to take part in an event to commemorate 150 years since the land wars began in Taranaki.  
As a teenager growing up in Hawera I attended Methodist Church Easter Camps at Rahotu, a small rural township which nestles on the western slopes of Mt Taranaki.  The Methodist Church in Rahotu still stands.  (My great-grandparents ran a general store in Rahotu during the 1890’s) From within the Church worshippers can look through a carefully placed window to the east, out past the cross on the altar table to Mt Taranaki in all her glory.  At an early morning service on Easter Day 1970 I knelt with others at the altar rail and “gave my life to Christ” gazing out through the Church window at my mountain.  It was a very special and sacred time.  I shall be back in Taranaki this Easter-time, 40 years later.  
The Easter story tells of the final few days of Jesus’ life, his death and his being raised from death by God.  When his friends came to the tomb a few days after his death, Jesus was no longer there.  The initial response of Jesus’ friends was one of fear and confusion.  It was only later that they came to realize the spirit of Jesus was still in their midst, and that death could not defeat the good news of God’s love which he came to share.  As followers of Jesus today, we continue to gaze upon the cross as a central faith symbol.  
The Easter season is a time when we can experience the transforming love of God, a love which overcomes death and despair.  Traditionally Easter is a time for making commitments and recommitments to God.  In the early Church, all baptisms were held at Easter after long and intense preparation. On Easter Sunday, the baptismal candidates would be submerged and symbolically “die”, then rise from the baptismal pool, to a new life in relationship with Christ. 
At this time of year we can once again hear or read the Easter story.  We can imaginatively visit and spiritually indwell the Garden of Gethsemane, Calvary and the empty tomb. When we return to “visit” these sacred spaces, we encounter Jesus.  Such a visit does not require an air ticket to the Holy Land. Such a visit requires faith and openness to God. The outcome of such visits will be a greater appreciation of the Easter truth that the power of love is greater than the power of death.

Greg Hughson, Otago University Chaplain 
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