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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 18th APRIL 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Ikahihifo 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	S Grant 


2010 Resurrection Celebration Service 

Sunday 11th April 7pm, Venue: Dunedin Town Hall 

The speaker will be Michael Duncan.  Michael's Masters thesis was on the life of the German activist, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. He is currently doing a PhD on: 

The Moral Pathway Toward the Stranger in the Life and Thought of John Wesley. 
For further information see http://www.michaelduncan.org/pages/home 
Organised by Combined Dunedin Churches Committee 

Enquires: Pastor Bruce Elder, Dunedin City Baptist Church elder@ihug.co.nz or Rev Stuart Crossan, St Matthew's Anglican Church stuandmary@xtra.co.nz 

CANON PAUL OESTREICHER AT MORNINGTON
The Open Education programme is proud to advertise its next session on Tuesday (note the change of day), 20 April, at Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, commencing at 7.30pm. Our very distinguished speaker is Dr Paul Oestreicher, Canon of Coventry Cathedral. His topic is ‘Peace: is it an impossible dream?’ Dr Oestreicher is visiting Dunedin to study this subject at the University of Otago Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies. Are we humans so wired for conflict that we cannot construct a peace? 
Hear a famous international speaker and peace-maker. Invite your friends and advertise this special event wherever you can. The usual charge of $5 applies.
And we will be able to share a pre-talk meal with Paul and his wife Barbara at 6pm. Catering by Judy Russell, cost $15. Sign in at Mornington or ring Colin Gibson (453 6662) before Monday 18 April.
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PARISH PROFILE FOR STATIONING 
As Stuart Grant is retiring at the end of 2010 the Dunedin Methodist Parish will be requesting a minister through the stationing process. There will be an important meeting to formulate the profile for the Dunedin Methodist Parish that is required for this process. 
All people interested in ministry within the Parish are encouraged to attend this meeting in order to decide the Parish’s ministry needs and accurately describe the Parish and its mission goals and directions. 
The meeting will be held at Wesley Church at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 21 April. For more details contact Parish Steward Richard Cannon.
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BIBLE SOCIETY OF NZ – COFFEE & DESSERT EVENING 
Come and hear Scott Brown speaking on: The Missing Piece in the Jewish Puzzle.  Saturday 1st May, 7.00pm. Caversham Baptist Church, Cnr South Road & Surrey Streets.  Tickets $8.00 per person.  For more information phone Chris Serong 4878520  or Stephen White – 4878177.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY to the following children: 

YOU ARE INVITED TO DINNER AS THE MISSION CELEBRATES 120 YEARS!
This year the Methodist Mission celebrates 120 years of continuous and active service to the people of Dunedin and Otago. We plan to mark the occasion with a range of activities, including a dinner for 130 at the Methodist Church in Mornington. The dinner will be held on Tuesday 4th May from 6.30pm to 9.30pm, and we would very much like parishioners to help us celebrate this occasion. 
If you could please RSVP to Sarah Campbell (sarahc@dmm.org.nz) phone 4664600 by Monday 26th April. Cost - $10.00 per person. Numbers are limited so please RSVP at your earliest convenience. 

The President, Vice President and Tumuaki of the Methodist Church of New Zealand, Te Haahi Weteriana o Aotearoa, will be in attendance as well as key Dunedin supporters and we hope prominent Methodist social justice identities. Mayor Peter will speak on the links between the city and the Mission, and there will be choral medleys from both the Tongan Youth Choir and the Mornington Choir! 
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See you there!

One of the better-known statistics of Methodism is that Charles Wesley wrote over 6000 hymns. Spread over a ministry of more than fifty years that means he composed, on average, a new hymn about every three days. To put it bluntly, and not surprisingly, the great majority of them aren’t memorable. 
The old Methodist Hymn Book contained just 238 of them, and With One Voice whittled the number down to 58. We might have mixed views about those that were retained and those that were left out, but on the whole the number seems about right to me. In one fairly definitive anthology of religious verse, only six Wesley hymns were deemed to merit inclusion.
The trouble with some of his hymns is that to ensure good rhyming there was a sacrifice of elegance or even good sense - word order was twisted in order to get a rhyme. One example of this, from the next century, was at the back of my mind over the Easter period – Philipp Bliss’s hymn ‘Man of Sorrows!’  Bliss (1838-1876) was an American preacher who provided four hymns and their tunes in MHB. WOV finds no place for him at all, and I don’t mourn the loss.  But I do remember the first line of the second verse of ‘Man of Sorrows’ – because of its strange, artificial, word order: ‘Bearing shame and scoffing rude.’ As a small boy I thought it odd – and that’s probably why it’s still there in my mind, stuck fast.
Bliss must have had in mind those moments described by all the evangelists when the guards crowned Jesus with thorns and clothed him in a rich robe - and mocked him. But that ghastly episode deserves to be remembered by something more apt than ‘scoffing rude’ – Bliss might have put it better.
The Easter weekend is a godsend for those who like their sport. Madcap cricket from India, deadly serious rugby football from New Zealand, bone-crunching rugby league from Australia, and much better-mannered netball. And the shadow of Tiger Woods looming over the whole of the world of golf – where multi-million dollar courses stand out like opulent oases in countries where there is endemic poverty.
And always and ever the endless analysis of failure and success. Why do teams and individuals not perform as the pundits think they should? These side-line experts, no matter what their playing credentials may have been, sometimes seem to me to be miffed simply because they got their predictions wrong.
But what is worse, I think, is that they scoff. I have spent my whole life within sound of a cricket bat. I watched my first test match when I was 13, and New Zealand lost – they weren’t just beaten, they were humiliated by Australia. I’m a bit thin-skinned about New Zealand cricket, and I hate it when some announcer or other in the daily news bulletins scoffs at our country’s eleven just because they lost to the best team in the world. I call that sheer arrogance.

I have something of the same feelings for those who wish to take an exclusive side in the contemporary debate between science and religion. Who are so certain of the rightness of their position that they will not hear what the others are saying.
Let me start with those who no longer read the Bible with an open mind – maybe they think that a closed book provides safer shelter. Whatever the case, they do not seem to want to learn. There is for them no more light and truth to be brought forth from the living Word. That sort of self-satisfaction is very like scoffing, isn’t it? 
It’s harder, for me, to speak about those who simply refuse to acknowledge that the world, and human life, has a spiritual dimension. Particularly when they set the parameters for such dialogue as they are willing to engage in – seeming to place themselves in a position where they don’t have to justify their assumptions. If they think their position is superior, then isn’t that scoffing.

In my family history the first Methodist Phillipps was a Cornish schoolmaster, late in the 18th century.  He wasn’t born a Methodist, and he didn’t approve of them. He went to one of their meetings with some like-minded young men to disrupt it. A line from Oliver Goldsmith’s ‘The Deserted Village’ was apparently the one he himself used to describe his conversion.
It comes at the end of the description of the village preacher who ‘ran his godly race’ in remote Auburn. He was not one ‘to fawn or seek for power, by doctrines fashioned to the varying hour.’  His house was known to all the vagrants – ‘his pity gave ere charity began.’ ‘But in his duty prompt at every call, he watched, and wept, he prayed and felt for all.’
But these are the lines that mattered to John Phillipps:
At church, with meek and unaffected grace,

His looks adorned the venerable place;

Truth from his lips prevailed with double sway,

And fools, who came to scoff, remained to pray.’

Donald Phillipps
PARISH BULLETIN
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