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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 9th MAY 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	A Edmunds 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	A Edmunds 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


DUNEDIN METHODIST MISSION 120TH CELEBRATIONS

Tuesday will be a very special day for the Mission, with a celebration dinner at Mornington Church in the evening.

Earlier in the day, members of the Mission Board will join with the President of the Church, Rev. Alan Upson, the Vice – President, Lana Lazarus, and the Tumuaki of Te Taha Maori, Rev. Diana Tana at Otakou Marae for a celebration there to acknowledge and strengthen the links between the marae community and the Methodist Church. Our links go right back to pre- settlement days in the 1840s.

Today you receive with this bulletin a brochure entitled “120 Years of Support”, giving a brief overview of the Mission’s work in Dunedin, and our hopes for the future. Many thanks to our Director, Laura Black, for producing such a fine piece of publicity. It will do much to raise the profile of the Mission in our city.

TOUCHSTONE - The latest edition of Touchstone, the Methodist Church’s monthly paper, is available today. Please take a copy.

MOSGIEL METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Tuesday 4th May 1:30pm, Speaker: Anne D’Arcy.  Speaking about her trip to the Philippines.  A very warm welcome to all. 
PROPERTY FINANCE AND RESOURCING COMMITTEE meets on Thursday, 6 May, 7.30pm at the Mission Office

MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT - Sunday 9th May 2.30pm, Mornington Methodist Church. Piano, cello, clarinet, singing items. Cost $2.
PARISH PROFILE FOR STATIONING 

The meeting on 21 April made good progress towards developing a Dunedin Methodist Parish Profile for stationing. The meeting raised some important questions: How much paid ministry can we afford? Currently Stuart is full-time and Cornelia is 2/3-time (total 1.67 FTE). We probably will not be able to afford this amount of paid ministry in 2011. The second question is how much Ministry should Cornelia provide? She has indicated that she is willing to provide more than her current 2/3-time. 

These issues will be discussed further, and the profile completed, at a meeting facilitated by Nigel Hanscamp, Director of Mission Resourcing for the Methodist Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. This meeting will be held at Wesley Church at 7.30 pm on Monday 10 May.  All people interested in ministry within the Parish are encouraged to attend this meeting. Prior to this meeting I would like to compile parishoners’ views on priorities in mission and ministry, and our description of required ministry, as requested on the Parish Profile form. If you would like a copy of this part of the form please contact your Leaders’ Meeting. Please return completed forms to me by Friday 7 May. Richard Cannon, Parish Steward (9, City Road, Roslyn, Dunedin).
PENTECOST CELEBRATION! SUNDAY 23 MAY

Plans are in hand for a combined parish-wide celebration on Pentecost Sunday, 23 May. It will be held in Wesley Church, Hillside Road at 10.30am and will be the only service on that Sunday. The service will be followed by a shared lunch in the hall. Please keep the date free and watch this space for further details over the next few Sundays. 

WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS to Hundra and Tim Horsfall on the birth last Monday of a daughter, Jacaranda. Mother and baby both well.

Big sister Alicia will be delighted!

OPEN EDUCATION

Our Open Education event for May will be a visit to the spectacular Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This will take place on Saturday morning, 22 May (note the day), leaving from the Mornington church at 11am whatever the weather. If you are interested in joining the group attending, please ring Professor Colin Gibson (453 6662) by Saturday 15 May. We will arrange pool transport for those without cars. The Sanctuary charges $15 per individual, $35 per family, $13.50 per beneficiary for entry to the centre, and $38 single or $90 a family for a fully guided tour commencing at 1.30pm. There are films and fascinating displays as well as an excellent shop and café, catering for those who would prefer to look at the spectacular view from comfortable seats rather than take the walk. Orokonui is a magic place where bird song fills the air and miro, rimu, totara and huge tree ferns remind us of the beauty of the natural creation
EARLY CHURCHES IN AND AROUND DUNEDIN

[image: image3.wmf]This is the title of an attractive little book published recently by a Christchurch couple, Derek and Judith Hamilton.  It consists of photos and brief descriptions of many early church buildings in the Dunedin area built up to about the mid 1930s. The book retails in bookshops for $27, but the authors have made copies available to us at the cost of $25 each. $15 of this will go to the Hamiltons to cover the cost of publishing, and $10 to our church funds.   Please speak to Stuart or Cornelia if you would like to purchase a copy. You can view copies of the book at church over the next few Sundays.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY:

To the following children a celebrating Birthday:

6th May – Alicia Horsfall & Kirstie Kopi 


Living Simply 

My sister from Melbourne stayed a week with us recently.  She and her husband had walked the Routeburn track with another couple, and had loved it.  It had rained the whole four days, and the bush was lovely, and so clean and the waterfalls magnificent! 


My sister is never fussed about going out to cafes or doing “expensive” things.  The Botanic gardens, a walk up Flagstaff, and Brighton beach are all good!  One year she joined us at Queenstown with our extended family.  After we had all “done” the gondola, taken a trip on the Earnslaw, and were wondering what we could afford to do next, she suggested we went to the river at Arrowtown, where we spent a happy afternoon building dams with the children. 


When she left this time I gave her a belated birthday present to take to her daughter, and a little board book for her nine month old grandson.  It was a cute little book with flaps that lifted and said “Peek-a-boo!  I love you!” 

Well, he liked the book, I was told, but the huge success was the green paper bag the other presie was in!! He waved it around for ages! 


At Explorers last week David Kitchingman introduced us to a book entitled “Voluntary simplicity”, a collection of essays on living simply, or resisting the consumerism that is the way of life in our society today.  Then I remembered the series of lectures by Andrew Bradstock I attended recently. “Today, we are defined as ‘consumers’.”  “‘I shop, therefore I am’ – or, as they say in Britain ‘Tesco ergo sum’”.  The Normans built castles, he said, the people of the Middle ages cathedrals, the Victorians railway stations, and we build supermarkets.  And now we can shop seven days a week! 


Well, in the middle of that paragraph, I must admit, I went off to town to buy some flannelette sheets! I confess it, I am a consumer!  And I don’t have answers!  I am sure we have all cut back on luxuries in the last few years, whether it was in so-called discretionary spending, or by using less electricity, or saving water.  The benefits of simple living, as summarised by David, are threefold. One is time, time for emphasis on the inner life, and personal growth. Secondly, simplicity can be an act of sharing, an act of human solidarity (helping to narrow the gap between rich and poor). And thirdly, to save our planet! 

I look in a volume of Michael Leunig for some end-words. Thank you Michael!  He knew about simplicity all the time. 

We simplify our lives.

We live gladly with less.

We let go the illusion that we can possess.

We create instead.

We let go the illusion of mobility.

We travel in stillness.  We travel at home.

By candlelight and in stillness,

In the presence of flowers,

We make our pilgrimage.

We simplify our lives.  (From: Common prayers collection. 1993)

Joan Robertson
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