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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 16th MAY 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	S Ungemuth

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	S Ungemuth 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Ikahihifo 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	S Grant 
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MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT – Today, Sunday 9th May 2.30pm, Mornington Methodist Church. Piano, singing, clarinet, trombone and flute items. Cost $2.
MORNINGTON METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP

Please note, the Evening Group’s meeting on 10 May has been cancelled to allow members to attend the Parish Profile for stationing meeting at Wesley Church.
MORNINGTON LEADERS’ MEETING - Tuesday, 11 May, 7.30pm in the lounge.

PARISH PROFILE FOR STATIONING – MEETING:

MONDAY 10th MAY
The meeting on 21 April made good progress towards developing a Dunedin Methodist Parish Profile for stationing. The meeting raised some important questions: How much paid ministry can we afford? Currently Stuart is full-time and Cornelia is 2/3-time (total 1.67 FTE). We probably will not be able to afford this amount of paid ministry in 2011. The second question is how much Ministry should Cornelia provide? She has indicated that she is willing to provide more than her current 2/3-time. These issues will be discussed further, and the profile completed, at a meeting facilitated by Nigel Hanscamp, Director of Mission Resourcing for the Methodist Church of Aotearoa New Zealand. This meeting will be held at Wesley Church at 7.30 pm on Monday 10 May. All people interested in ministry within the Parish are encouraged to attend this meeting. Richard Cannon, Parish Steward.
INVITATION TO ALL ABBA FANS
A Sing-A-Long to the film Mama Mia will take place on the Big Screen in the Church on 21st May 2010.  Commencing at 6:30p.m.  All Welcome.  Ice Creams at Interval.  Small fee to cover cost of Refreshments
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PENTECOST CELEBRATION - SUNDAY 23 MAY

Come and celebrate the birthday of the Church!

On Sunday 23 May all the congregations of the Parish are invited to join at Wesley Church, corner Hillside Road and Wesley Street, for a celebration of Pentecost, the day when Christians remember the coming of the Holy Spirit to Jesus’ disciples.  This will be the only service in the parish on this day.  After the service there will be tea and coffee available (not lunch).
MOSGIEL PENTECOST SERVICE 
The Combined Churches of the Taieri extend a warm invitation to a Pentecost service on Sunday 23 May, 7pm in the East Taieri Church. Anyone who requires a ride please phone 489 7663. 
OPEN EDUCATION
Our Open Education event for May will be a visit to the spectacular Orokonui Ecosanctuary. This will take place on Saturday morning, 22 May (note the day), leaving from the Mornington church at 11am whatever the weather. If you are interested in joining the group attending, please ring Professor Colin Gibson (453 6662) by Saturday 15 May. We will arrange pool transport for those without cars. The Sanctuary charges $15 per individual, $35 per family, $13.50 per beneficiary for entry to the centre, and $38 single or $90 a family for a fully guided tour commencing at 1.30pm. There are films and fascinating displays as well as an excellent shop and café, catering for those who would prefer to look at the spectacular view from comfortable seats rather than take the walk. Orokonui is a magic place where bird song fills the air and miro, rimu, totara and huge tree ferns remind us of the beauty of the natural creation
CANDLELIGHT MEMORIAL 2010 

Started in 1983, the International AIDS Candlelight Memorial takes place every third Sunday in May and is led by a coalition of some 1,200 community organisations in 115 countries hosting local memorials that honour the lost and raise awareness about HIV. This year's Candlelight Memorial takes place on 16 May, when New Zealanders will be gathering in Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin and Invercargill to remember friends, family and whānau who have died. We invite you to come and stand with us as we mark this important occasion.   St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral, The Octagon, Dunedin, 16 May 2010, 7.00pm.
INVITATION TO GRADUATION SERVICES OF THANKSGIVING LED BY THE UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY TEAM 

12.30-1.00pm Saturdays 8th, 15th and 22nd May 2010 The University Chaplaincy team warmly invites you to come and enjoy a tea or coffee and join in with a brief ecumenical service for students, staff, families, friends and staff on each May graduation day. The service will be held in the Hunter cafe, Hunter building corner of Frederick and Great King Streets on the day of each ceremony. 

The University College Choir will sing on the the 8th and the St Margaret's College Choir will sing on the 15th and 22nd. The Hunter cafe will be open from 12 noon before, during and after the service, till 1.30pm so please come if you can. The graduation parade leaves from outside the Hunter cafe at 1.30pm. 

A DINNER in celebration of the 120th anniversary of the Dunedin Methodist Mission was held in the Mornington Church on Tuesday night in the presence of distinguished guests Mayor Peter Chin, President and Vice President of the Church, Alan Upson and Lana Lazarus.
In the photos 1. Alan and Lana speak to a crowd of approx 100 diners. 2 The recently formed Tongan youth choir led with dances and provided much appreciated entertainment. 3. Chairman of the DMM Board, Colin Gibson holds aloft a special gift of Albatross feathers given to the Mission by the Runanga. 4. CEO Laura Black, Parish Superintendent Stuart Grant, and Mayor Peter Chin pose for the camera.
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EARLY CHURCHES IN AND AROUND DUNEDIN

This is the title of an attractive little book published recently by a Christchurch couple, Derek and Judith Hamilton.  It consists of photos and brief descriptions of many early church buildings in the Dunedin area built up to about the mid 1930s. The book retails in bookshops for $27, but the authors have made copies available to us at the cost of $25 each. $15 of this will go to the Hamiltons to cover the cost of publishing, and $10 to our church funds.   Please speak to Stuart or Cornelia if you would like to purchase a copy. You can view copies of the book at church over the next few Sundays.
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Fair Trade Fortnight 1 May—16 May 2010

This Fair Trade Fortnight (May 1-16) Trade Aid is

“highlighting the positive impact fair trade has on
women working in developing countries with the
theme for the fortnight being “'Just Women - justice
for women by women”.

Mother’s Day falls during the Fortnight too, so it is

a great time for Kiwi’s to show their support for

women around the world, and those closer to home,
by buying Trade Aid’s products.

During Fair Trade Fortnight Trade Aid shops around
the country will be:

 running in-store celebrations—product sampling,
coffee mornings and more...

 holding community events and talks

o hosting our Nepalese trading partner, Meera
Bhattarai -a leader of the fair trade movement
in Nepal.

Ask your local Trade Aid shop to find out what is
happening in your area or visit the NEW Trade Aid
website to find more ways you can support Trade
Aid’s work, from stocking fair trade products in your
cafeteria to fundraising with Trade Aid chocolate...

www.tradeaid.org.nz
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The Asosiasi Petani Kopi Lintong Organik
Assosiation (APKLO) is a Fairtrade Certified
coffee cooperative in Sumatra, Indonesia.
Smallholder coffee farmers formed the cooperative
to be free from exploitative middlemen who fixed
prices that kept'them marginalised.

“When | was young, | had to look for
work in the cities. Now because of
Fairtrade we are working together to
make a good living right here in our

own community”
Gani Silaban, APKL.O
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Kuapa Kokoo is a Fairtrade Certified cooperative of cocoa
farmers in Ghana. By selling to the Fairtrade market, the
45,000 members of the cooperative receive higher, stable
prices for their cocoa, which ensures that they can afford
to support themselves and their families.

The Farmers in Kuapa Kokoo are proud
of the cocoa and their motto is ‘pa paa
paa” which means the best of the best
in Twi—the local language.




[image: image12.png]Fairtrade Tea

The Small Organic Farmers Association (SOFA) are a
Fairtrade Certified tea cooperative that represents over
2,000 families in Sri Lanka. Local farmers used to sell
their tea leaves by the side of the road. Now thanks to
Fairtrade they have a sustainable income that has
improved their ability to save and plan for the future.

“It is thanks to the consumers’ final
choice at the supermarkets that we can
now develop a water scheme to reach
the most remote farmers in our
cooperative and have seats at the

schools our children attend.”
Karuna Aathi, SOFA
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Things done in jest

The April issue of The Envoy From Bedlam, a terrific alternative rag published by one August Scot and distributed free to various cafés around Dunedin, leads with an article about jesters.
The Scot-authored “The Jack of Facades” is also accompanied by an article called “Holy Madness” by Georg Feuerstein, which looks at self-defined religious eccentrics from various faiths and eras. (The Envoy From Bedlam has a focus on “social commentary and metaphysical review”.) It would be grand to be able to plagiarise large chunks of their articles for this think piece, but I had better restrict myself to a small chunk and then get on with some thoughts of my own.
Scot devotes a sidebar to jesters in Christianity. I’m guessing the more scholarly Methodist readers will already be well aware of such a tradition, but if you’re anything like me then the mere existence of jesters, or fools, in Christianity will come as news. Lambs of God yes, Sons of God yes, but Jesters of God no.
Scot dug up this quote from the English painter Cecil Collins which succinctly expresses the spiritual value of jokers.
“The Saint, the artist, the poet and the Fool are one. They are the eternal virginity of spirit, which in the dark winter of the world, continually proclaims the existence of new life, giving faithful promise to the spring of an invisible kingdom, and the coming of light.”
The article also canvasses the societal value of the jester in puncturing pomposity. In olden-day courts of the nobility, jesters, the hired entertainers, could get away with saying what no-one else dared say. They could speak truth to power or could simply mock it; indeed, power seemed to welcome the truths and the mockery.
That started me thinking about what might be the modern equivalent of a jester; and about who, or what institutions, might do well to hire one today.
Of course, we still have artists and poets (and new saints are manufactured from time to time) to fulfil both the spiritual need for light and the societal need for dissenting voices. But where are the jesters? No longer wearing the obvious bell-jangling hat, what guise have they taken?
Stand-up comedians come to mind. As do newspaper columnists, cartoonists, and those of us who regurgitate our thoughts online in weekly web-logs, the bloggers. All are capable of pointing at the metaphorical emperor and saying, “Naked.”
On the one hand, I celebrate the fact these modern “jesters” serve primarily to benefit the wider community, rather than an exclusive little gang of noblemen. But on the other, it’s a bit chilling to think today’s various little gangs of the elite – the politicians, the senior clergy, the boards of directors, and yes, royalty – are comfortably removed from the jesters.
If they don’t want to hear or read the truths or the mockery, designed to keep their egos in check or their values in order, they can just switch off. Ignoring the jester would be much harder if the jester were in the boardroom.
The keeping of a full-time jester by any of these little gangs would almost certainly be seen as extravagant and frivolous; an expenses scandal. But maybe a niche exists for a kind of jester consultancy service that could be brought in a few times a year, just to do some housekeeping in the humility department.
– AC 
PARISH BULLETIN
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