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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
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	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762
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	Dr George Davis
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	489 5485
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Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 13 JUNE 2010
Holy Communion 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	Comb. Wesley 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 
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Will be celebrated next Sunday, 13 June. The reason for this is that both Stuart and Cornelia are representing the Methodist Church at the 150th anniversary service of Knox Presbyterian Church this morning.
LEADERS’ MEETINGS THIS WEEK

Wesley: Tuesday 8 June at 10.30am

Mosgiel: Tuesday 8 June at 7.30pm
Mornington:  Tuesday 15th June (not 22nd).  Minutes available at Mornington today.
MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICE AT MOSGIEL

Everyone is warmly welcome at the midweek service on Wednesday 9 June, 2pm in the Mosgiel church.  Afternoon tea to follow.
MORNINGTON EVENING MWF

Our next meeting is on Monday 14 June 2010 at 7.45pm in the church lounge. Our speaker is Jeanette Gibson and the title of her talk is 'Dreams come true at Angers', and she is going to tell us about her visit there to see a 14th century tapestry. All welcome.
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THE MAN WHO WROTE THE MESSIAH
The next Open Education session will be presented by Professor Colin Gibson and his topic is Handel, the great composer who wrote the Messiah and much much more glorious music for the Church. Colin will show DVDs of spectacular performances and play some of Handel’s wonderful music to illustrate his talk. Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 June. Bring a friend. Charge $5 includes a light supper.
Judy Russell’s pre-talk meal will offer roast beef and Yorkshire puddings to celebrate this famous English (well, German, actually) composer. Charge $15: ring Colin Gibson (4536662) for a booking.
BROAD BAY MID WINTER CELEBRATION, Sunday 20 June.

The Broad Bay congregation invites the rest of the Parish to join them for a mid-winter pot-luck meal at 1pm on Sunday 20 June. So instead of going home to lunch after church, make up some car-loads and drive out to Broad Bay Church. Please phone Olive Bain, 478 0657 if you intend to come.
CITY OF DUNEDIN CHOIR 
Faure & Friends.  Sunday 13th June at 3.00pm.  St Paul’s Cathedral. 

Conductors; David Burchell & Michael Dawson.  Programme includes: Faure’s Requiem, Cantique de Jean Racine and motets; Music by Saint-Saens, Poulenc and Dupre.  Tickets from Beggs Musicworks, 326 Moray Place (cash or cheque only), or Clare phone 476 2426.
“HANDS OF 500”  - ROUND 4

Commencing this Sunday at Mornington a 4th series of "Hands of 500" will run for six services. Individual members of the congregation will make a personal offering based on some aspect of their own experience. The contributors for this series are Marion Kitchingman, Helen Watson-White, Shirley Parslow, Pauline Mabon, Greg Jones, and Dorothy Pearce. 

KNOX PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 150th CELEBRATIONS
We offer our heart congratulations to Knox Church on 150 years of worship and service in Dunedin. Stuart and Cornelia are representing the Methodist Church at their anniversary service this morning. The present minister, the Rev. Sarah Mitchell, and her husband, the Rev. Rod Mitchell, are good friends of and former worshippers at Mornington church.
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RADIO CHURCH is broadcast every Sunday morning from 8.30 to 9 am by Toroa Radio, Dunedin’s Community AM radio station, on 1575 kHz.

If you are unable to get to church, you may like to listen in; or if you know someone who is shut in, let them know these details. Radio Church these days is an ecumenical venture, with contributions by Anglican, Catholic, Church of Christ, Methodist and Presbyterian clergy. For many years it was a ministry of the Methodist Mission, beginning way back in 1934.
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HOPE IS OUR SONG
Colin Gibson (phone 4536662) has a few copies of the new hymnbook, Hope is our Song, for sale at the reduced price of $25 (plus postage). This handsomely produced hymnbook would make a fine gift for a friend or yourself. As well as the best new hymns of Shirley Murray, Marnie Barrell, Bill Bennett, Bill Wallace and several Dunedin and Otago writers, it contains a number of new hymns and older favourites by Colin Gibson. The book is already into its third printing; get yours now.
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Celebrate winter in the Octagon and warm up a tree. We need your help! Get knitting, crocheting, or weaving woolly squares to be make up the blankets to cover the plane trees in the Octagon on Monday 21st June.  The blankets will then be given to the Mission for distribution amongst those in need.  Deliver your squares to DCC Customer Services in the Octagon or The Methodist Mission Main Office by Thursday 18th June. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

To the following children celebrating birthdays:

9th June – Matthew Gray 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS NETWORK

The Methodist Public Questions Network is getting into gear and invites your help to shape it. The co-ordinating group is keen to hear what YOU believe current ‘public questions’ are. They ask that during June people and groups throughout the Church should ask themselves three questions, briefly record the answers and send them to:

Methodist Public Questions Network  mdrobertson08@gmail.com
c/o Mataiva Robertson, 20 Calvert Road, New Plymouth 4310

Ph. 06 – 769 5856

The three questions are:

1. Within your local community what are 2 – 3 area where you desire positive change? 
2. What are 2 – 3 areas of our nation’s life where you desire change so that all people’s lives are improved? 
3. For our global community, in what 2 – 3 areas would you like attention to be given to make this a better world? 

If you would like to join the Public Questions network, please give your contact details when replying.

Copies of a fuller communication for the Network are available at church, or phone Stuart at the office (466 4600).
EARLY CHURCHES IN AND AROUND DUNEDIN

This is the title of an attractive little book published recently by a Christchurch couple, Derek and Judith Hamilton.  It consists of photos and brief descriptions of many early church buildings in the Dunedin area built up to about the mid 1930s. The book retails in bookshops for $27, but the authors have made copies available to us at the cost of $25 each. $15 of this will go to the Hamiltons to cover the cost of publishing, and $10 to our church funds.   Please speak to Stuart or Cornelia if you would like to purchase a copy. You can view copies of the book at church over the next few Sundays.
VOTE LOCAL WORKSHOP
Are you interested in how you can take part in deciding the direction and future of Dunedin? Are you interested in seeing more young people take part in the upcoming local body elections on October 9? Then come to Dunedin's Vote Local workshop to be held from 9am till 4.30 on Monday June 28 at the Ozone Lounge (Otago Polytechnic). You will learn more about what local councils do, how this affects your life, and how you and others can get engaged and have your say. Hosted by the Te Wai Pounamu Foundation Trust, this nation-wide one day workshop will give you the chance to hear from several speakers, meet like-minded people, and contribute your ideas. The event is free (with morning and afternoon tea provided) and although we would especially like to see youth involved (primarily those from age 18 up), everyone is welcome, especially if you have access to large youth networks. Remember, as active, informed citizens we can work together to improve our communities. Numbers are limited so please email votelocaldunedin@gmail.com before Friday June 18th (if possible) to register. Please request a permission form if you are a school student.

On 20 May this year the Government announced a budget which according to most analyses will increase the gap between the rich and the poor, insufficiently insulate those on low incomes from inflation of 6%, and is unlikely to provide more than a 1% lift in Gross Domestic Product (Treasury Figures).  
What This Year’s Budget Says About Us and Who we are Becoming

Very soon there will be no “we” with which to write “We have become a nation of individuals, no longer connected in a clear and active humanity simply because we exist; in choosing to look only at what we can buy as the measure of our lives, we look away from those who, by their poverty, make our consumerism possible.”

For without the poor there can be no low-wage economy to keep prices down. Without the poor there is no need for barn-style retailers, importing from the cheapest source, competing on price and forever filing the airwaves with invitations to accessorise our lifestyle.  And without the poor there is no need to differentiate the “us” from the “them” with displays of our achievement and wealth.

And yet … We know that the existence of wealth delivers no real meaning or happiness to the lives of those who have it.  And we know, and have known for decades, that poverty is self-reinforcing: the socio-economic background a person is born into alone accounts for 65-85% of their future life structure; educational achievement, financial prosperity, and other life outcomes. This is before the educational achievements of the parents, whether the family is stable or separated, and the parents’ life outcomes are factored in.  At which point the background of your birth is statistically a near total prediction of your future (unless there is considered and careful assistance to change). 

The widening gap between the poor and the rich (and our country now has one of the widest gaps in the world) is known to be the source of increasing crime, diminishing health, increased violence to self and others and property, and the raft of social ills that we now, more and more, blame the poor alone for.  

More than that, there are many who now look at the poor with their deficit of resources; financial, educational, social, personal; and demand that they improve themselves, often from within the limited resource base that defines their poverty.  This is how they must show their responsibility for their circumstances. 

Their failure to do this disgusts us.  See the poor, unwilling to help themselves, riding for free on the rest of us … and so we punish them (we call it “incentivising”), by criminalising the crimes that emanate from inequality.  A burglar stealing $1,000 from a house is imprisoned for years; an investment banker loosing $100,000,000 through fraud and negligence is sentenced to 75 hours of community service and a fine.  It is our way of making sure the poor are sure of their responsibilities. 

And yet … Prison is a hardening place, where the lost become found in a world of violence and drugs and gangs.  Prison is the proving ground of crime.  This too is well established. 

So the stories we tell ourselves about wealth and poverty not only lack accuracy, but actively contribute to the society that consumerism promises us escape from.  Truly, this is a selfish and short-sighted way to be “nation”.

And yet … we know the pathways that would provide a different experience for all.  The salvation of the rich has always lain in freeing the poor, and in viewing life as a journey of meaning not of possessions.  Why does New Zealand not walk those roads? 

I believe it is the nature of being human and the power of the stories we tell, that contribute most to this failure.  

Humans are wired for short-term reward; something that consumerism is tailored to answer, provoking an almost addictive spiral of purchasing high, after-purchase low, purchasing high, after-purchasing low …  

As well, those advocating for social justice have made either theoretical arguments or pulled on the heart strings of the middle classes; we have both bored and fatigued our audience who, forever waiting for things to improve, have grown impatient and uncaring.  (And in the process we may also have diminished the humanity of the poor by portraying them as childlike in their need for assistance and protection.) 

It is time for those of us active in the pursuit of social justice to make more present and more real the humanity of the poor and the disadvantaged, and draw more tangibly the links between all of us in this nation, in a way that can be experienced and known by those who drive consumerism: the middle classes. 

This will require different stories, different ways of telling, and different narrators.  

It is time for activists to stop mediating between the wealthy and the poor, and to start cheerleading the collective journey.  Its time to bring front and centre that which is common amongst us, the things that bring us together, rather than those that stratify and divide. 

It is time to understand that a lack of resources amongst the poor is not the same as a lack of solutions, and to behave accordingly.  It is time to provide resources for solutions already known, in relationships of trust and respect, not authority and stricture. 

It is time to stop acting like we, the community organisations, are the heroes.  

Laura Black, Director, The Methodist Mission

26 May 2010
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