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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 20 JUNE 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Fakava 

	1.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	Mid-Winter Event 
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Samantha Jeune
(soprano)
Graham Hollohon
(organ)

A CD of 16 Sacred Songs & Arias

sung by Samantha Jeune (soprano) with Graham Hollobon (organ)
and Alannah Jeune (trumpet).
Songs include;
O Holy Night — Adolphe Adam Come Unto Him — Handel
O For the Wings of a Dove — Mendelssohn ~ Panis Angelicus — César Franck
The Lord is My Shepherd — Howard Goodall Now the Day is Over/Last Post

To hear excerpts from this CD
visit www.cdforcharity.org.nz

ORDER FROM: Ech
CD for Charity
P O Box 29 403, Fendalton, Christchurch. 8540

Please make cheques payable to Samantha Jeune.

All profits from the sale of this CD will
be donated to The Canterbury Charity
Hospital Trust G onnitifiosema
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MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT 

Today, 13th June, 2.30pm at Mornington Methodist Church.  Singing and Piano Items.  All welcome.  Cost $2.00.

MORNINGTON LEADERS’ MEETING:
Tuesday 15th June (not 22nd) at 7.30pm.
MORNINGTON EVENING MWF

Our next meeting is on Monday 14 June 2010 at 7.45pm in the church lounge. Our speaker is Jeanette Gibson and the title of her talk is 'Dreams come true at Angers', and she is going to tell us about her visit there to see a 14th century tapestry. All welcome.
[image: image4.wmf]THE MAN WHO WROTE THE MESSIAH
The next Open Education session will be presented by Professor Colin Gibson and his topic is Handel, the great composer who wrote the Messiah and much much more glorious music for the Church. Colin will show DVDs of spectacular performances and play some of Handel’s wonderful music to illustrate his talk. Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, at 7.30pm on Wednesday 16 June. Bring a friend. Charge $5 includes a light supper.
Judy Russell’s pre-talk meal will offer roast beef and Yorkshire puddings to celebrate this famous English (well, German, actually) composer. Charge $15: ring Colin Gibson (4536662) for a booking.
BROAD BAY MID WINTER CELEBRATION, Sunday 20 June.

The Broad Bay congregation invites the rest of the Parish to join them for a mid-winter pot-luck meal at 1pm on Sunday 20 June. So instead of going home to lunch after church, make up some car-loads and drive out to Broad Bay Church. Please phone Olive Bain, 478 0657 if you intend to come.
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WARM UP A TREE

Celebrate winter in the Octagon and warm up a tree. We need your help! Get knitting, crocheting, or weaving woolly squares to be make up the blankets to cover the plane trees in the Octagon on Monday 21st June.  The blankets will then be given to the Mission for distribution amongst those in need.  Deliver your squares to DCC Customer Services in the Octagon or The Methodist Mission Main Office by Thursday 18th June. 

WILL MEDITATION ASSIST YOU? 
The word "meditation" has meant different things to different people over the Christian centuries, but what we can definitely say is that today we need to distinguish between "reflection"/"thinking about" and "meditation." The former is self-explanatory. The latter, "MEDITATION", involves one form or another of CENTERING or FOCUSSING THE AWARENESS. There are many techniques for doing this, and I will be offering those which I have used and taught over many years.

The benefits are very real - and are not only "spiritual." There are well-researched physiological and psychological benefits also. I will talk about some of these at an initial meeting (to be arranged).

If you are interested in knowing more, speak to me at morning tea today or next week, or phone me on 453 1947.  
Aelred Edmunds

PEOPLE NEWS
Miss Amy McLaren (Wesley) after a month in hospital, Amy is now in care at St Barnabas Home, Ings Avenue, St Clair. 
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Congratulations to Christina Weston for her Highly Commended entry in the Otago Wildlife Photography Competition, organised by the Otago Museum. Her photograph depicts a white dove in flight. Very impressive. The entries are all on display at the Museum. Well done, Christina!
PARISH QUARTER RESULTS 1 JAN – 31 MARCH 2010
The results for this quarter show a loss of $4,934. This due to repairs carried out at the Parsonage in Queens Drive between tenants. These repairs included replacement of carpet for the entire house, painting in the shower room and bathroom, and replacement of three panes of cracked window glass. A generous donation from Glenaven Church helped offset the cost of the re-carpeting.  Other expenses were as expected.  Income is steady.

	Dunedin Methodist Parish

	Jan - March 2010
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Offerings
	
	

	
	Broad Bay
	
	624.50

	
	Glenaven
	
	950.59

	
	Mornington
	
	12,170.40

	
	Mosgiel
	
	4,773.00

	
	Wesley
	
	2,807.50

	Glenaven Property
	
	4,505.00

	Rental Income
	
	5,135.00

	Other Income
	
	2,678.54

	
	
	
	33,644.53

	Expenses
	
	

	Ministry
	
	22,143.76

	Removal Fund
	
	749.01

	Connexional Budget
	1,800.00

	District Expenses
	
	624.99

	Property Expenses
	
	10,739.49

	Office Expenses
	
	2,529.33

	Bank Fees
	
	2.50

	
	
	
	38,589.08
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I was not unduly surprised the other day to receive an email from a quite frequent email correspondent, Barack Obama. He’s been writing to me since the early days of his presidential campaign when in a fit of enthusiasm I enrolled with his organisation.  I was excited by the man, and motivated by his invitation to freedom-lovers the world over to join him in a movement to promote a new spirit of open democracy, and initiatives for peace and inclusiveness in the troublespots of the world.  My enthusiasm for the man and his message was overwhelming, a scarcely breathed notion that even the kingdom of God on earth was coming closer.  Such is the folly of rampant idealism.

Barack’s “dear Kenneth” was to tell me of his rage at the appalling oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico, and what he is doing about it.  Clearly stung by mounting criticism of an ineffectual presidential response, he reiterated that BP will pay big time, and cited 20,000 workers under his direction working around the clock to clean up the mess.  He went on to assure me of his empathy with the people of Louisiana and other gulf states who are looking down the barrel of ruin from lost livelihoods.   

“These people work hard. They meet their responsibilities. But now because of a manmade catastrophe -- one that is not their fault and beyond their control -- their lives have been thrown into turmoil. It is brutally unfair. And what I told these men and women is that I will stand with the people of the Gulf Coast until they are again made whole.”
A fine promise. But what I most regret to say is that there is mounting scepticism within America itself, and among America’s many friends abroad, that presidential promises like this will come to very little.  The perception is growing in this second year of the Obama presidency that his rhetoric is seldom matched by his actions, and that the people of the stricken fishing and seafood industries in the Gulf should not hold their breath.  Who can blame them?  Memories of the devastation of Hurricane Katrina, the lamentable response of the Geo W.Bush government, and the volumes of unkept promises to repair the damage, are still the source of anguish and bitterness in the region.  Fine orator that he is, President Obama must deliver more than words.

I have in mind to reply to Mr Obama, and I will invite him to frame a similar letter telling his supporters, in the plainest terms, what he will do about America’s aggressive dangerous friend, the state of Israel, and its criminal blockade preventing humanitarian supplies reaching the imprisoned Palestinian people of Gaza.
A year ago the new President gave his famous speech in Cairo, addressing the Muslim World. He vowed “to seek a new beginning between the United States and Muslims around the world”, declaring, “Islam is a part of America” and “is an important part of promoting peace.”  He was lauded in the west, and moderates in the Middle East were encouraged as never before by an American president.
It was a great act, carefully choreographed, but in retrospect one utterly disconnected from the realities of American politics. A year later, world opinion is dismissing the speech as so much window dressing, a gesture to impress the Muslim world at the time, but lacking substance. 
It has been an interesting experience to read the independent media coverage of the attack on the aid flotilla, and the American response to it.   It is almost universally negative.  Correspondents from within Israel  have testified to statements by senior Israeli commanders in the Hebrew- speaking media days before the massacre revealing that the raid was planned at least a week beforehand, and personally approved by Benjamin Netanyahu, including approval for the use of deadly force. The reality is that such is the sensitivity to events touching Israel and its neighbours that no major initiatives are ever taken by Israel without prior consultation with its major ally.  There is a strong consensus the White House knew of the impending Israeli attack on the relief flotilla and contented itself with a limp pro forma call for restraint.  For Israel it was tantamount to a green light.  
“The United States deeply regrets the loss of life and injuries sustained and is currently working to understand the circumstances surrounding this tragedy,” deputy White House press secretary Bill Burton demurely declared in Chicago.
It highlights what has been apparent throughout the Obama presidency,  that despite occasional hand-wringing from Washington, Israel goes its own way - a law unto itself, a pariah state, self obsessed, armed to the teeth, and unconstrained by any responsibility that might limit its own myopic agenda, one that brooks no mercy for the long standing misery of the Palestinians. 
Mr Obama may well be privately worried about Israel’s aggressions,  but so far neither he nor Hillary Clinton, despite their personal sympathies, have given any indication they can or will take steps to change it.  

In his letter The President promised not to abandon the victims of the oil spill.  But has he the same concern for the victims of his Israeli allies in Gaza? It is their homeland too. They are starving. They are deprived.  Their homes are being bulldozed.  They exist on mere scraps of aid allowed past the wall.  In his election speeches he spoke at length of his intention to reach out to the people of Gaza - but when?
OK, Hamas is a pretty nasty enemy, but at what point should resolution begin, with those who impose an unconscionable blockade, or those who after decades of ruthless oppression and strangulation resort to the only forms of violence open to them?

I have long been critical of Republican friends in the United States for their often totally prejudiced criticism of Obama, and I remain so.  He needs a fair go.  But is this orator President really no more than a wimp, a figurehead of the moral power of the presidency,  but  captive to the Israel lobby,  the oil barons, big business, and the banking moguls of Wall St? 
All around the world foreign ministers like our Murray McCully, he of unparalleled wimpishness, delay their responses to any given international crisis to see what the United States will say.  And when the most powerful authority in the world responds with lack of principle and spine, injustices are perpetuated and tyrants go unpunished.
My return letter, (if it is ever read by him,) will tell President Barack Obama just this.  He has won the admiration and support of many peace and justice-loving people around the world.  He has the power.  Now he must deliver.
From where will come the solution to the consuming hatreds of the Middle East?  Earlier today our Synod turned its attention to “the Charter for Compassion” a document gaining favour among leaders of the three Abrahamic traditions around the world.  The premise of the document is that compassion is a fundamental component of each tradition, and if peace and justice are ever to prevail in the powder keg of the Middle East, each of the respective faiths must search the depths of its own ethos to find the heart for compassion, one for the other.  In a future Connections article I shall pursue this potentially global-changing initiative.
Ken Russell
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