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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 4th JULY 
Holy Communion at all Services

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	Comb. Wesley 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	S Grant 


STUDENT PANEL  

Sincere thanks to the students who have come along to be interviewed as part of the service at Mornington Church this morning.  
As a congrregation and as a Parish we are very grateful to you for participating in this way, and for bringing us up to date on what you are studying and what it is like to be a University student today. 

Our prayers are with you as you continue your studies, and on into the future. 
EXPLORERS GROUP 
[image: image3.wmf]Meets at 4-30pm today in the Mornington Lounge.  Continuing discussions on the future of the Church.  
All welcome. 
PF & R COMMITTEE 
Meets on Thursday 1 July, 7.30pm at the Mission Office. 
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DUNEDIN ABRAHAMIC INTERFAITH GROUP & OTAGO UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY 
2010 PEACE LECTURE 

Chaiwat Satha-Anand, Professor of Political Science at Thammasat University, Thailand. 
“Overcoming cultural resistance to non-violence"

Burns 1, Lecture Theatre, Monday 12th July 5.30pm (supper to follow). 

MEDITATION GROUP 
The Meditation Group's first meeting will be on Sunday July 4th, at 4.30pm, in the Lounge. 
This will be an introductory session, so it's not too late to sign on. 
Contact Aelred on 453 1947
MOSGIEL HOUSEGROUP
Will start on Wednesday 30th June at 1:30pm at 40 Forth Street Phone 489 7663 all welcome.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
To Harrison Freeth who celebrates a birthday on 30th June.
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MORNINGTON MWF AGM
Come along on Wednesday 30 June to the Mornington church lounge at 2pm for a fun programme of adventure, romance and intrigue (oh, and there is also the small matter of the MWF Annual General Meeting which is your opportunity to say what format you think our MWF meetings should take in the coming year).

WESLEY MWF
The annual meeting of the Wesley Methodist Womens Fellowship will be held at the home of Mrs Ivy Reggett, 146 Surrey Street at 1.45pm on Thursday 1st July. 
[image: image6.wmf]HAVE YOU VISITED OUR PARISH WEBSITE RECENTLY?

The address is always on the title page of the weekly bulletin: www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
If you have internet access and miss out on a bulletin, you can always check up on events etc. by visiting the website.  Articles, including the weekly “Connections” articles, sermons, photos etc. are steadily being added.

[image: image7.wmf]RADIO CHURCH 
Is broadcast every Sunday at 8.30am on Toroa Radio, the local community radio station, on 1575kHz AM. You may like to listen in. If you know someone who is shut – in, let them know these details.

Clergy from the Anglican, Christian Churches (Church of Christ), Methodist, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic Churches pre-record the half hour services for the weekly broadcasts.
PRESIDENT ALAN UPSON 

President Alan Upson is currently participating in a British Methodist Church 'All Partners Consultation' in London as one of 60 Methodist Leaders from around the world.  You can follow some of what is happening on-line at www.allpartnersonemission.blogspot.com 
WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

In a recent mailing from the World Methodist Council of Churches there were two items which may be of interest: 
1.  Beyond Boundaries - the newsletter of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey. You can read it online at www.oikoumene.org/gr/activities/bossey/about-bossey/newsletter.html 
2.  The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity resources. These are also available on-line and can be used throughout the year.  The materials for 2010 and 2011 are on the website http://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle.html 
You will also find links to liturgical resources for Advent, Time for Creation and Thematic worship services from the Resources page. 

IT'S OUR TURN TO SHOUT! 

Many of us have become increasingly concerned about the way the alcohol culture in New Zealand is affecting the Community. 

The Law Commission's review of New Zealand's liquor laws and its recommendations to Government represent the most significant chance in 20 years for individuals and communities to have their say about what sort of laws will reduce alcohol-related harm. 

It's our turn to shout, is an initiative by Alcohol Healthwatch and the New Zealand Drug Foundation to help send a clear message to our politicians and decision makers that it's time to take important steps towards alcohol law reform. 

Go to www.ourturn2shout.org.nz 
[image: image8.jpg]CWS has sent $150,000 to
Zimbabwe partner, Christian
Care, for a school feeding
programme. Around 17,000 children at
49 primary schools in the Zvishavane
district are benefitting. The area has
struggled to recover from poor harvests
and economic collapse. The programme
will help the most vulnerable families
survive until the next harvest. It is also
improving school attendance and class
performance, thanks to better nutrition.

Mothers are rostered to prepare the daily
lunch of a corn soya blend porridge,
which they say is filling and nutritious.
They also have to collect firewood and
water for cooking.

Lumein Gmne!

The emergency feeding programme runs
alongside a plan to rehabilitate wells
and rainwater tanks at the schools. This
will reduce the incidence of waterborne
diseases such as dysentery.

The rural communities are also part

of a conservation farming project. As
households adopt more effective farming
methods, production will improve

and their children will not rely on food
handouts. Unfortunately, the rains in
Zvishavane have been very poor this
growing season and a long drought and
disappointing harvest are anticipated.
CWS will continue to monitor the
situation and provide more assistance
as needed.




Keeping it short

Hi Jo
I promised you that for once I would keep things short this time. No problem. No shortage of short things. I had to wear shorts to school till I was 17, and in those days the shorts were often the best part of going to the pictures. And there’s still plenty of short topics to pick from. Here’s a shortlist:

The shortest day. Last Monday, June 21, at 11.28 p.m. – the moment of the year when the sun was furthest north. World events don’t get much bigger. Plus last night’s partial lunar eclipse. So why does the church year ignore the earth year? We’re accustomed to the idea of hymns reflecting the Southern Hemisphere. Why can’t the lectionary do the same? ‘While the earth remains...summer and winter... shall not cease.’ And why not a telling of Maruaroa o te takurua, the Maori midwinter as well?

Short history...  I wonder how many thousands of history books begin like that. It shows how indispensable, and merciful, the word short can be. Without it we couldn’t cope with information overload. We demand short versions. No wonder Bill Bryson’s Short history of nearly everything proved so popular. But for an even shorter cosmic history how about this one-liner from Brian Swimme? ‘You take a great cloud of hydrogen gas, leave it alone, and it becomes rosebushes, giraffes, and human beings.’ 

Shorter Oxford English Dictionary. With one edition running to 3,750 pages, this is a reminder that shortness can be a very relative term. The six columns devoted to ‘short’ also reveal how higgledy-piggledy a thing is language. From a probable root meaning ‘to cut’ come first the physical references which are then extended, neutrally or prejudicially, to numerous other expressions. The ambiguity of ‘short-sighted’ is an example, and why should the ‘short straw’ be the unlucky one?  

Shortism. This is a recent derivative from ‘short’, not yet recognised by the OED, for an indignity endured by those of smaller stature, probably ever since our ancestors became bipedal. Compare the recent publicity over Radio Edge’s stunt, ‘Hug a Ginga Day’. Drawing attention to any aspect of physical appearance that should be purely incidental to a person’s true worth, even when the intent is innocent enough, still carries the potential for hurt and discrimination. 

Shortest verses. We all know the shortest verse in the Bible. According to Randy Milholland, ‘the only thing wrong with it is the past tense’. But what is the shortest verse in the Old Testament? I Chronicles 1:25: ‘Eber, Peleg, Reu.’ That’s it. From the pathos of ‘Jesus wept’ to the bathos of three names among a genealogical list filling nine chapters. Yet the sense of divine destiny that preserved the names of these three men as ancestors of Abraham (and the faiths that claim him) still reverberates in the Middle East, sustaining a conflict that brings tears to the eyes of the world. 

The Shorter Catechism. This famous Protestant catechism was composed by the Westminster Assembly of Divines in 1647. In distinction from the Larger Catechism it was seen by the Scottish General Assembly as suitable ‘for catechizing such as are of a weaker capacity’. Wesley adapted it, but in Methodism it is all but ignored. Yet for all its Calvinistic (and patriarchal) bent, the first of its 107 questions and answers has a certain ring about it that still has some merit. ‘What is the chief end of man? Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him for ever.’

Short (short) stories. During the seven years that the Explorers Group has been meeting within the parish, I doubt if the word catechism has so much as been breathed. But a word that has frequently been mentioned is stories (whether told in prose or verse, or as parables). Often, too, we have set ourselves the challenge of keeping it short. Recently we invited ourselves to give shortish answers to the question, ‘What will I not retreat from?’ For one member the answer was simply, ‘wisdom stories’ – expanded later as, ‘What I need is poetry that speaks to me, not credal statements’. 

Short time. I refer not to a period of reduced working hours, but to Robert Herrick’s poem, To Daffodils. ‘We have short time to stay, as you / We have as short a spring’. The Psalmist put it even more bluntly, ‘Remember, life is short!’ (Psalm 89:47 CEV). Shortness is not just something we encounter all the time in language and life – it is life. But much as we may feel short-changed, is there any relief we can offer to each other during the fleeting moments that we share? Maybe –

Shortest distance. Victor Borge said that ‘the shortest distance between two people is a smile’. But there’s always a snag. Business research reported this month suggests that if you smile too quickly others may think you insincere, while slow grins are generally perceived to be more genuine. So back from Borge to the Bible. Granted that the length of Biblical verses is essentially a trivial matter, it is nonetheless intriguing that in the original Greek text of the New Testament the shortest verse is not ‘Jesus wept’ but ‘Rejoice always’ (I Thess. 5:16) – not quite the same, thankfully, as ‘Keep smiling’.

Must away. In short, bye.






David Kitchingman
NEWS FROM CWS
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Haiti has brought back memories of
the Boxing Day tsunami. As survivors
marked five years of recovery and
rebuilding, Valarmathi knows only too
well the strength needed and long
struggle ahead for Haiti.

Now 40, Valarmathi is a street fish seller
in South India. On 26 December 2004
she was on the beach to buy fish. “When
we saw water coming we just thought
that it was a high tide. But this wave was
huge and soon it engulfed us” Swept
along uncontrollably by the water she
managed to grab what she thought was
atree. “When water subsided, | realized
it's not a tree but a temple pillar. | could
see corpses around me. | had no clothes
on me. Everything was torn and washed
away” Even in that state she helped
rescue others from the debris.

Her house was washed away but her
customers quickly came to her aid.

“They gave me clothes,
money and moral
support. | was very
moved by the affection
they showed me at the
time of my worst crisis”’




[image: image10.jpg]She was also helped by our partner
Sneha. They work with community self
help groups, known as sangams, to
improve incomes, living conditions and
human rights. Using these networks
they distributed relief packages to
people like Valarmathi. With sangam
help, she was able to restart her work.
The biggest problem remains access
to credit. “If you have money to rotate
you can earn a decent living,” says
Valarmathi. The sangam provides
affordable loans.

Still, the trauma of 5 years ago remains.
“More than lives it killed our courage.
We fisher people are a courageous

lot. Our men fare into the sea and face
storms and we women go to distant
markets during the night to sell our fish.
But today we are scared - scared for our
lives, our children. It’s very painful. But
thanks to our innate strength and grit
we have started our journey

towards normalcy”
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