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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 25th JULY 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	Pulpit Exchange 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	N Taungapeau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


THE ROAD TO JERICHO
Jericho, near the river Jordan, is one of the most famous ancient cities in the world, having been continuously occupied for at least 11,000 years. Not surprisingly it has become the subject of stories and songs, ranging from Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan to Negro spirituals and pentecostal choruses. In the July session of the Open Education programme at Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, Emeritus Professor Colin Gibson will explore the history and legends, the art and the music which centre on Jericho. Join us on Wednesday 21 July at 7.30pm. There is a charge of $5 for admission and supper. This illustrated talk will be preceded by a meal at 6pm, catered by Judy Russell at a charge of $15. Ring Professor Gibson (453 6662) by Monday 14 July to book your place for the meal.
MOSGIEL  - On Sunday 25th July there will be a pulpit exchange.  Cornelia will go to North Taieri and Rev. John Stoddart from East Taieri will take our service at 9.30am. 

EXPLORERS GROUP meets at 4-30pm on Sunday 26th in the Mornington Church Lounge, and it is anticipated that the discussion will centre on Karen Armstrong's "Charter of Compassion." All interested people welcome. 

INVITATION: On PEACE SUNDAY 8 AUGUST 
Glenaven is having a pot-luck lunch after the 11am service, with hot drinks provided. All welcome to Chambers St, NEV. We are also inviting parishioners from All Saints, where Rev Michael Wallace is now vicar. People are welcome to come into the church during the 11-12 service, as worshipping together will be part of the experience, and we will stay in the church to eat at our new round tables. 
Anglican Family Care will be having a small ‘40th birthday celebration” on 19th August 2010, at Mornington Presbyterian Community Centre, 16 Maryhill Terrace, Mornington, 4.00 to 7.30pm.  Any Methodist parishioners, ex-Board personnel that were involved when we were Anglican-Methodist Family Care, and would be interested in attending, please contact Lynne Campbell, Ph: (03) 474-7270; Email: lynne@familycare.co.nz.

JIM WALLIS IN DUNEDIN, 28 September 2010

An invitation has come from Andrew Bradstock, Director of the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, giving details of an event to take place at First Church, Moray Place, on Tuesday, 28 September.

Jim Wallis is the internationally renowned founder and director of the Sojourners Community in Washington, D.C. He will deliver a major lecture on faith, ethics and public issues as part of a half day conference hosted by the Centre for Theology and Public Issues. Jim is a leading author, speaker and international commentator on faith and public life, and one of President Obama’s advisers on religious and ethical issues.

His most well known book, God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It changed the US political landscape and was on the New York Times bestseller list for 4 months. 

Full information on this event can be found at www.otago.ac.nz/jimwallis. Tickets can be booked online NOW at $20, including refreshments.

Early booking is advised, as it is expected that tickets will go quickly. 

THE REV. ANDRE LEROUX
It is with great sadness that we received the news last Tuesday of the death of the Rev. Andre Leroux. Andre and his wife Esme and family came to New Zealand from South Africa a few years ago. A brilliant communicator, he rebuilt the Papatoetoe Methodist Church to make it a thriving multi-ethnic congregation. In a presentation at the annual Methodist Conference in 2008, he was able to show his skills as a communicator and his command of modern technology. He gave a similar presentation at our School of Theology at Queenstown in March 2009. Shortly after that he was diagnosed with a brain tumour and had to give up parish ministry. More recently he has offered a weekly commentary on the lectionary readings to the whole church, - “10 Minutes on a Tuesday”. The last one was e-mailed just after his unexpectedly sudden death. We offer our deep sympathy to Esme and her family.  


Beatrix Potter was born into a wealthy London family and grew up a lonely child supervised by nurses and educated by governesses. The atmosphere in her home was oppressively quiet, and this town child developed a yearning for the dream world of the countryside. She taught herself to draw and paint, and began sketching her own pet animals, dressing them in clothes to make them amusing. Her letters to friends became crowded with these little drawings.
On the fourth of September 1893 she sent an illustrated letter to Noel Moore, the five-year-old son of her friend and former governess, Annie Moore. Noel was recovering from a bout of scarlet fever, so Beatrix amused him with a story based on her own pet rabbit, Peter Piper: 'I don't know what to write to you, so I shall tell you a story about four little rabbits, whose names were - Flopsy, Mopsy, Cottontail, and Peter…'.
In the following years Beatrix sent other picture letters to Noel and his brother and sisters, including stories about an 'excessively impertinent' squirrel called Nutkin and a disconsolate frog named Mr Jeremy Fisher.  In 1900 Annie suggested to Beatrix that her picture letters might contain material for several picture books. Fortunately, the children had kept their letters safe and Beatrix was able to borrow them to copy and rework her text and illustrations. Noel's story of Peter Rabbit was to become Beatrix's first book in a famous series.
She wanted her picture books to be small (to fit a child's hands) and affordable, with a black and white illustration on every page to hold the attention of even the youngest reader. But at least six publishers turned down her manuscript; they wanted a larger, more expensive book with colour illustrations. So she decided to publish The Tale of Peter Rabbit herself. 
One copy of Beatrix's privately printed edition contains the following inscription:

'In affectionate remembrance of poor old Peter Rabbit, who died on the 26th of January 1901 at the end of his 9th year. Whatever the limitations of his intellect or outward shortcomings of his fur and his ears and toes, his disposition was uniformly amiable and his temper unfailingly sweet. An affectionate companion and a quiet friend.'

Later, a family acquaintance encouraged the publishers Frederick Warne to reconsider Beatrix's books. They did so, and the rest is history. To her own astonishment, Beatrix Potter’s little books became best sellers. Now one of the most popular children's books of all time, The Tale of Peter Rabbit has gone on to sell 40 million copies world wide.
I have always loved those little books, and especially the tale of that naughty rabbit. But as an adult I have gone on to read many other books with different visions of the world—Watership Down among them, in which rabbits fight ferociously with each, become refugees and have to combat a terrible plague. And I wonder if too many Christians are content with their Sunday School version of Jesus as one whose ‘disposition was uniformly amiable and his temper unfailingly sweet. An affectionate companion and a quiet friend.’ I understand their deep and abiding affection for Jesus as a cuddly rabbit, but I hope they will grow to realize that there is more to be said and learned about one who gathered small children to himself but also faced up to the big bad cruel real world, and changed it forever.

Colin Gibson 
PARISH BULLETIN


18th July 2010 
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