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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 8th AUGUST 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	H Watson-White / S Grant

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	Lead Worship 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	H Watson-White / S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	Lead Worship 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Finau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 
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NEXT SUNDAY is Peace Sunday, and our worship will take up this ever pressing theme.

INVITATION: ON PEACE SUNDAY 8 AUGUST 
Glenaven is having a pot-luck lunch after the 11am service, with hot drinks provided. All welcome to Chambers St, NEV. We are also inviting parishioners from All Saints, where Rev Michael Wallace is now vicar. People are welcome to come into the church during the 11-12 service, as worshipping together will be part of the experience, and we will stay in the church to eat at our new round tables. 
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MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT 

Sunday 8th August, 2.30pm at Mornington Methodist Church.  Piano and Clarinet Items.  Cost $2.00. 

BILLET, ANYONE??

The District Synod meets at Wesley Church, South Dunedin, next Friday evening and Saturday, 6 – 7 August.

It may be that some of the out of town members will require a billet for the Friday night. If you are able to offer bed and breakfast, please let Stuart or Cornelia know. Phone 453 6762.

MORNINGTON METHODIST FELLOWSHIP 
The August Meeting will be on Monday 9th August at 7.45 p.m. in the church lounge. The Speaker will be Mrs Averil Pierce talking to us about her work with Chat Bus. This is a free mobile counselling service for Intermediate School Children in Dunedin.
[image: image5.wmf]YOUTH SERVICE – ACTS OF THE APOSTLES – 15 AUGUST
Sunday 15 August is Youth Sunday and the service at Mornington will be led by the Y@M group.  Come along for a bit of a different service, led by our fantastic young people and featuring drama, video, and activities.
Discover some of the fascinating characters and amazing stories from the Book of Acts!
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Wednesday, 11 August, 7.30pm at Mornington.
FILM FESTIVAL - [image: image6.wmf]Suggested films to consider: 
Oceans :Natural History Sunday 1 Aug 1:30p.m. Regent
Turtle : Natural History Sunday 8 Aug 1:30p.m. Regent
Agora; Women's History Saturday 7 Aug 2:45p.m Regent
La Danse: Ballet Saturday 7 Aug 5:30p.m. Regent
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CELLISTS OF OTAGO 
The Cellists of Otago concert will be held in the Southern Sinfonia rooms 110 Moray Place (Carnegie Building) at 3pm on Sunday 1 August. Please come along and help us raise some funds for the Southern Sinfonia.
The concert will feature the premiere of Anthony Ritchie's Theme and Variations for Cellos written specially for the group. Soloists will be Myles Chen (cello) accompanied by Dr Mark Bevin, and Genevieve Davidson (classical saxophone) accompanied by city organist David Burchell.
The Cellists of Otago is in its fourth year, having been started by Dr Gregory Hamilton and continued under the direction of Mrs Judith Davis. Twelve members of the 20 strong group will be playing in this concert. The next concert, and last for the 2010 season will be on 19 September, in the Roslyn Presbyterian Church, 19 Highgate.
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They Should Do
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e Meet the Dunedin City Council Candidates
e Get your questions answered
e Have your opinions heard

Saturday 21* August
llam -5pm

Approach Community Learning
177 Mornington Road
(off Caversham Valley Road)

Free Shuttles from outside the
RSA, King Edward Street

For more information contact Sarah on 466 4600
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CHANGES TO MORNINGTON MWF PROGRAMME

At our recent AGM, Mornington MWF decided to reduce our number of meetings to one per month. So the programme for the remainder of the year will alternate between Afternoon and Evening meetings. 
They will be held at the usual dates and times of:  Monday 9 August 7.45pm, Wednesday 29 Sept 7.45pm, Monday 11 October 7.45 pm, Monday 8 Nov 7.45pm.   There will also be a social event (Spring Outing) in October (but there will be no meetings on 25 Aug or 13 Sept). 
Further notice and a new programme will be coming, but in the meantime, please update your old programme with these dates.
MOSGIEL BIBLE QUIZ – NZ BIBLE SOCIETY 

Join us for a fun night!  Saturday 21st August, 7pm.  

St Lukes on the Taieri.  Quiz questions will be from the books of Jonah, Luke (chapters 5-8) and general bible knowledge.  Entry $5 per person (4-6 people per team).  Proceeds will go towards paper for Bibles in China. To register your team contact Stephen White (03)487-8177.

JIM WALLIS IN DUNEDIN, 28 September 2010

An invitation has come from Andrew Bradstock, Director of the Centre for Theology and Public Issues, giving details of an event to take place at First Church, Moray Place, on Tuesday, 28 September.

Jim Wallis is the internationally renowned founder and director of the Sojourners Community in Washington, D.C. He will deliver a major lecture on faith, ethics and public issues as part of a half day conference hosted by the Centre for Theology and Public Issues. Jim is a leading author, speaker and international commentator on faith and public life, and one of President Obama’s advisers on religious and ethical issues.

His most well known book, God’s Politics: Why the Right Gets It Wrong and the Left Doesn’t Get It changed the US political landscape and was on the New York Times bestseller list for 4 months. 

Full information on this event can be found at www.otago.ac.nz/jimwallis. Tickets can be booked online NOW at $20, including refreshments.

Early booking is advised, as it is expected that tickets will go quickly. 


It’s that uniquely Methodist time when for a particular number of parishes and presbyters the word of the moment is “profiles.”  The name of the game, or is it the future of ministry, is in the profiles - those ever-more detailed sheafs of closely printed pages which purport to provide the Tauiwi Stationing Meeting on Aug 24 – 25 with all the information needed to match approx 15 presbyters with approx 20 parishes from Northland to Southland.

At least that is the theory.  The all-important but closely guarded papers have been available for a number of weeks now, and it has been my lot to be on the periphery of whispered discussions, earnest decisions, and even some fervent prayers, as two of the twenty have gone about the business of defining themselves on the 11-page template provided for the purpose, sorting out short lists from the presbyter profiles submitted for consideration, confiding in superintendents, and generally preparing themselves for the provisional matchings later in the month.  It is a heavy, time-consuming process, full of pitfalls and given to considerable misunderstanding. Some parishes will be happy when their wish-list is met.  Inevitably, others will be disappointed.  And with good reason.  The process promises much, but in the circumstances that prevail can only deliver less.

The problem is less one of supply than of quality, suitability and availability.  Increasingly parishes look for experience, and ability to manage complex regional assignments.  Less than half from the available pool have the maturity and experience to do the job defined in the parish profiles.  There are markedly fewer opportunities for “curacies”, to use the Anglican word, where a junior can be entrusted to the tutelage of a senior to learn the trade of ministry.  And while the Church has done its best in candidate selection to ensure that those selected have the resilience and adaptability with training to provide the kind of ministry required in the 21st century church, there is growing doubt of the overall calibre of those candidating to meet the higher standards being set.  A number of recent disasters have left parishes stunned and would-be presbyters disillusioned.  All is not well in the system.

Another negative factor is the “limited itinerancy” of almost a third of the presbyters wanting the church to appoint them.  By “limited” the presbyter imposes geographical limitations on where he/she will work in ministry.  Christchurch is the obvious case in point. In a connexional church like Methodism the essence of ministry is its itinerancy, and when a significant number of presbyters find compelling reasons to set geographical limitations on their availability the system becomes unworkable.  There are a host of reasons, a major being that many spouses/partners of presbyters are earning salaries well in excess of what a presbyter is paid.  It may be mundane, but it is a real factor in the provision of ministry in these secular days where “calling” is all too often the poor relation to necessity and affordability.

And what of the future?  Who knows?  What appears clear is that for all the effort by hundreds of good folk annually to understand their ministry aspirations and needs, the net value of the profiles is disturbingly minor to the Stationing Committee itself.
Given the perennial shortage, the limited ability of X numbers of prospective appointees, and all the other factors snarling the system, the Committee has no alternative but to make its decisions pragmatically.  Nothing alters the math.  Two into one won’t go, and in that situation carefully prepared profiles are largely immaterial.  They can but do what seems best where best with the bods available, and leave the unfilled requests to the imagination of the local church, and of course, the moving of the Holy Spirit.
And that, of course, is far from the worst case scenario.  We are learning, some quicker than others, that for many a parish “no appointment” is a far preferable strategy than, as it were, endeavouring to match a square peg to a round hole.  Not all “matches” are made in heaven.
And what of this silly season, and the fixation on profiles?  Yes, they do assist the parish to identify needs and aspirations for ministry, but on the negative side they foster false expectations of the Connexion’s ability to deliver.  Not for the first time, I have again heard the wry observation by parish councillors that Jesus Christ himself could not fulfil the complete wish list of some parishes seeking an appointment.  Which leads me to append the following... from America, where else ?
The results of a computerized survey indicate the perfect minister preaches exactly fifteen minutes.( He) condemns sins but never upsets anyone. (She) works from 8:00 am until midnight and can double as a janitor.
He makes $100 a week, wears good clothes, buys good books, drives a good car, and gives about $50 weekly to the poor. He is 28 years old and has  30 years experience. He has a burning desire to work with teenagers and spends all of his time with senior citizens. The perfect minister smiles all the time  because he has a sense of humour that keeps him seriously dedicated to his work. He makes 10 calls a day on congregation families, shut-ins and the hospitalised, and is always in his office when needed. 
If your minister does not measure up, simply send this letter to six other churches that are tired of their minister, too. Then bundle up your minister and send him/her to the church on the top of the list. In one week, you will receive 1,643 ministers and one of them will be perfect. Have faith in this process.. (One church broke the chain and got its old minister back in less than three weeks….so don’t break the chain.)
                                                                                     -  Ken Russell


PARISH BULLETIN


1st August 2010 








OTAGO DISTRICT METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Held at Wesley Methodist Church, 


in the Lounge, Hillside Road.


Saturday 14the August 2010





10.30am	Welcome & Cuppa 


11.00am	AGM 


12.30		Lunch - finger food lunch


Soup, tea/coffee provided


1.30pm		Speaker – John Langley 





Social Services collection will be taken up and dedicated at the AGM.


A small donation for the soup.  Thank you. 


Look forward to seeing you there. 
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