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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone
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	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 15th AUGUST

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	Y@M

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	A Ikahihifo

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	C Grant 


INVITATION: TODAY
Glenaven is having a pot-luck lunch after the 11am service, with hot drinks provided. All welcome to Chambers St, NEV. We are also inviting parishioners from All Saints, where Rev Michael Wallace is now vicar. People are welcome to come into the church during the 11-12 service, as worshipping together will be part of the experience, and we will stay in the church to eat at our new round tables. 
MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT - Today, 2.30pm at Mornington Methodist Church.  Piano, Flute, Cello and Clarinet Items.  Cost $2.00.   All welcome.
MORNINGTON METHODIST FELLOWSHIP 
The August Meeting will be on Monday 9th August at 7.45 p.m. in the church lounge. The Speaker will be Mrs Averil Pierce talking to us about her work with Chat Bus. This is a free mobile counselling service for Intermediate School Children in Dunedin.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING this Wednesday, 11 August, 7.30pm at Mornington Church. Minutes of the previous meeting are available to members at church this morning.

THE DISTRICT SYNOD met at Wesley Church on Friday evening and Saturday. We will include details of some of the matters considered in next Sunday’s bulletin
LEADERS’ MEETINGS Tuesday 10 August, 
Wesley – 10.30am

Mosgiel – 7.30pm

MOSGIEL MIDWEEK SERVICE - Wednesday 11 August, 2pm. 
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YOUTH SERVICE – ACTS OF THE APOSTLES – 15 AUGUST
Sunday 15 August is Youth Sunday and the service at Mornington will be led by the Y@M group.  Come along for a bit of a different service, led by our fantastic young people and featuring drama, video, and activities. Discover some of the fascinating characters and amazing stories from the Book of Acts!
FILM FESTIVAL - Suggested films to consider: 
Oceans :Natural History Sunday 1 Aug 1:30p.m. Regent
Turtle : Natural History Sunday 8 Aug 1:30p.m. Regent
Agora; Women's History Saturday 7 Aug 2:45p.m Regent
La Danse: Ballet Saturday 7 Aug 5:30p.m. Regent
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e Meet the Dunedin City Council Candidates
e Get your questions answered
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Approach Community Learning
177 Mornington Road
(off Caversham Valley Road)

Free Shuttles from outside the
RSA, King Edward Street

For more information contact Sarah on 466 4600





Mission Update

· We have made it to the second round of the New Zealand Family Violence Clearinghouse tender ($1.5m over 5 years), beating University proposals!  We have reached out to Ngai Tahu, Vahefonua Tonga and Sinoti Samoa as our model involves By-For (Maori / Maori, Pasifika / Pasifika) front ends, and we are keen to contract their assistance and partnership in. 

· We have been invited to the second stage for Lotteries funding toward research into StoryBook Dads.

· We having also negotiated an additional, Te Reo Maori version of StoryBook Dads, in conjunction with Otakou and Corrections. 

· We are have conversations with Professor Andrew Bradstock, Howard Paterson Professor of Theology and Public Issues on joint research and activities.

· You will have seen some of our media involvement on the proposed changes to Work & Income’s case management system, the partial closure of the Work & Income South Dunedin branch, and government moves on grievance rights in the first 90 days and justification of sick leave. We have also launched Float Your Vote. 

· And we are hard at work on the 2009-10 Annual Report!

Laura Black, Chief Executive

INVITATION FROM PROF. ANDREW BRADSTOCK: 
Dear Friend,

Crime and punishment is one of those issues always in the news: arming the police, the privatization of prisons, the 'three strikes' law, whether prisoners should be allowed to smoke - all are subjects of current debate, along with the wider question of how we can reduce crime and make our society safer.
Seeking to foster informed and constructive debate on this topic, the Centre for Theology and Public Issues is making it the subject of the first of a new series of public debates it is hosting. Called 'The Public Square', these debates will bring together a panel of people representing a range of views and perspectives on the topic in hand, and each will be asked, not simply to rehearse established positions, but engage in the dialogue in a spirit of seeking to find practical ways forward to the questions asked.
Another distinctive feature of these debates is that the precise questions the panel will discuss will be decided by YOU, the audience. If you are intending to come to the debate and have an issue you would like the panel to consider, you are invited to submit your question in advance and be prepared to ask it on the night. Panel members will know in advance the broad topics which will be raised but not the precise wording of the questions - so there will be a degree of spontaneity to the proceedings!
The first 'Public Square', on crime and punishment, will be on Monday, 16 August, from 5.00-6.15 pm in the Allen Hall Theatre on campus, and the panel will comprise: Michael Woodhouse MP; Clare Curran MP; restorative justice facilitator Janet Sim Elder; Dunedin-based barrister Anne Stevens; and President of the Howard League for Penal Reform and Manager of Community Law Canterbury, Paul O'Neill.
Please submit your question to <ctpinz@otago.ac.nz> by 5.00 pm, Monday 9 August. Questions will be selected and prioritized by a small panel to ensure as broad a range of issues as possible is covered, and you will be notified if yours is chosen by Friday 13 August.

Future 'Public Square' panels are planned, and if you have ideas for themes and/or panel members please also send these through to this address. I look forward to seeing you on Monday 16th for the first!
Andrew Bradstock 
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Our scheduled contributor was unable to contribute this week.  In its place we include 'Thoughts and Questions' from Rev. Andrew Gamman who is now writing 'Ten minutes on a Tuesday" in place of Andre le Roux.  The title is "Be Ready" and it is based on this week's lectionary reading, Luke 12: 32 - 40.
In Luke 12.32-40 Jesus continues his teaching on our attitude towards possessions. He says that the whole of our life is shaped by the things that we treasure. It is when God breaks into our experience that things get put into their right perspective. Therefore we should live in such a way as to be looking and ready for his appearing. 
Jesus’ story tells of servants who are ready, and those who are not ready, for their master’s return. But who is the story directed at? And what exactly are we to understand is meant by the master’s return?
 
Peter was more than a little worried by the first question, so he asked Jesus (in the passage following today’s gospel reading), “Did you say this just for us, or for everyone?” Luke 12.41. He is thinking that it’s okay if Jesus is speaking to the masses... but maybe he is getting at me, or the other disciples. In reply Jesus says that the more we understand God’s will, and the more generous he has been with us, the more will be expected of us. For those of us who regularly hear the teachings of Scripture and also live in one of the more affluent nations of the world, this is food for thought.
 

In the parable the servants are encouraged to remain awake, ready and expecting their master’s return. While the master is away, the responsibility for the household is delegated to their charge. When his coming is delayed it is easy for them to become less vigilant. It is easy for us also to forget that we are only stewards of this earth and all that we possess. We become blasé about the accountability that we have to God for all that is in our hands.  So the real question for us is, what is the master’s return and what are we to understand from this story?
 
Be ready for God to break into our lives

There comes a time, for all of us, when the presence of God invades our lives. Some don’t recognise it because they are just not ready, and they are certainly not looking for it. It comes at that moment of awe or wonder when we realise that we stand on the brink of an eternal world bigger than anything that we had imagined. It is an awareness of the “otherness” of life. It may occur at the time of the birth of a baby, looking into the starry sky on clear night, at the death of a loved one, standing on the beach alone at sunset or driving into Australia’s vast outback. It’s a glimpse of the numinous, of mystery. God is here and we need to be ready to receive him. Allow his warmth and majesty to invade and shape our lives.
 
Be ready for the end of our lives

We live our lives in the shadow of eternity. This earthly existence is temporary. For this reason we are encouraged to travel lightly and not to be ensnared by those things that are of little consequence. A firm grasp of the transitory nature of this life helps us get things into perspective. At the end of our lives we will want to know that we have done what God has required of us. The parable includes a lovely picture of the master seating the watchful servants and rewarding them by serving them a feast. 
 

Be ready for Jesus return

The most obvious reading of this passage is that it is a reference to the Second Coming of Jesus. The first readers of Luke’s gospel were confused about the delay in Jesus’ return. Therefore they are warned to beware lest their lives be consumed by laziness and selfishness. They should instead use their money, time and talents in such a way that recognises that a day of both reckoning and reward is coming. In our fast-moving technological age, we are surrounded by many distractions and, more than ever, need to hear this message. Be ready!
 
Conclusion 

If that sounds all too demanding and all too much to hear well, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father is pleased to give you the Kingdom” (Luke 12.32). Whether or not we sense God breaking into our lives here and now, and whether or not we are living with the expectation of the immanent appearing of the heavenly kingdom, we are called to be a people who simply trust. We trust that there is a God and he does want to give us, his “little flock”, the very best that he has to offer. The metaphor of a little flock conveys a picture of being exposed, helpless and dependant on the shepherd’s care. It is this kind of dependence and trust (faith) that makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of what we can’t see.
 

Two examples - Be Ready 1

I recently heard a man in Auckland tell of his experience driving into the gas station to fill up with petrol. After filling his tank (it’s all self-serve these days) he went to pay. As he was paying he watched as someone hopped into his car and drove off! He had left his keys in the ignition. The last thing was expecting was that someone would just get into his car and steal it. It made me think, because I leave my keys in the car’s ignition when I pay for my petrol. I’m now trying to change my habits. Jesus said that if we knew when the thief was going to come we’d be ready (Luke 12.39). How ready are we for his unexpected appearing?

Be Ready 2
The arranged wedding of William of Orange to Mary was not a happy one for Mary. As the bride, she was unimpressed by her prospective marriage partner and wept all through the ceremony. However, despite the bad beginning, the marriage was a successful one. Mary and William ruled England as joint monarchs. In 1694 Mary became ill with smallpox. She died later that year at just 32 years of age. Just before she died, she was asked by her chaplain, “Shall I say prayers with you?” to which she answered, “My friend, I did not leave this matter till this hour.”

Pakistan Flooding  - Help urgently needed


Record breaking monsoon rains have killed at least 1500 people and left tens of thousands marooned and homeless in the north west of Pakistan. Over three million people have been affected by the worst flooding on record. 

Officials fear the worst is yet to come if the flooding hits more populated areas and disease breaks out. The full extent of the damage remains unclear as many areas are inaccessible. The people of Pakistan urgently need outside assistance. ACT Alliance has an initial 3 month appeal for US$1.6 million but more will be needed. Please give generously. 

Floods since 21 July have destroyed homes and washed away livestock and food crops. People need food, clean drinking water, shelter and health assistance. CWS partners are already in the area providing initial relief. Some had to be rescued from their own flooded offices. Now they are distributing plastic sheeting for temporary shelter and food and have mobile health clinics in the area. 

“We are very grateful to the congregations and people of New Zealand for supporting our relief operations and for showing solidarity during the previous emergencies such as the 2008 Earthquake, Last year’s IDP Crisis and now the devastating national flooding. Please continue to support CWS-NZ appeals for Pakistan floods, so that we can provide life saving assistance and services. Blessings and thanks for your prayers.”

Marvin Parvez, Church World Service Pakistan/Afghanistan Islamabad Pakistan

Donate by credit card: Phone 0800 74 73 72 or online at www.cws.org.nz
Or send this form to: PO Box 22652 Christchurch 8142

YES, I want to help the people of Pakistan                                            08/10
Enclosed is my cheque for ($15.50 ($30 ($80 ($150  (Other $_____

Mrs/ Mr/ Miss/Ms_____________________________________________

Address_______________________________City__________________

Email___________________________Parish______________________

( Mastercard     (Visa     (Diners     (Amex                $____________

Name on card________________________Signature _________________  

Card Number_______ / ________ / ________ / _______Expiry Date____  
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OTAGO DISTRICT METHODIST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING





Held at Wesley Methodist Church, 


in the Lounge, Hillside Road.


Saturday 14th August 2010





10.30am	Welcome & Cuppa 


11.00am	AGM 


12.30		Lunch – please bring finger food 


Soup, tea/coffee provided


1.30pm		Speaker – John Langley (Education Ministries


									  Otago/Southland)


Social Services collection will be taken up and dedicated at the AGM.


A small donation for the soup.  Thank you. 


Look forward to seeing you there. 
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