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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz
	Presbyters:
	Rev. Stuart & Rev. Cornelia Grant
	453 6762

	Parish Stewards:
	Dr George Davis
	453 6540

	
	Dr Richard Cannon
	477 5030

	
	Mrs Fay Richardson 
	489 5485

	Tongan Steward:
	Mr Palanite Taungapeau
	456 3144

	Parish Office:
	Stuart: parish@dmm.org.nz 
Cornelia: scch.grant@xtra.co.nz 

Sarah: sarahc@dmm.org.nz 
	466 4600
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 22nd AUGUST

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	A Edmunds 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	A Edmunds 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	P Taungapeau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


PARISH STRATEGY FOR GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT 

The Parish Property Finance & Resourcing (PF&R) committee has been considering the future of ministry in the Dunedin parish. It would like to see the Parish grow & develop & needs your help.  We live in ever-changing times & so we need to constantly review the appropriateness of our services to our members and to our communities.  The PF&R committee would like to hear your ideas for how to grow, develop & make more relevant the Methodist presence in Dunedin. We would like you, through your Leaders’ meetings, to answer the following questions: 
1.  What form of service best meets the needs of you congregation? 

2.  Who do you want to attract to your church? 

3.  What are their needs and how can you meet them? 

4.  What are our assets ie, our gifts & abilities, the things we do well? 

Our strongest asset is the commitment, energy and ideas of our members. Please be enthused by our challenge. Talk with family & friends about creative ways to engage with our communities, serve our members, & celebrate our faith. Ideas submitted to the PF&R committee by Leaders’ Meetings will be discussed further at a Parish-wide meeting later in the year.  For the Parish Stewards. 

FLOAT YOUR VOTE 

A reminder the Mission are hosting ‘Float your Vote’ on Saturday 21st August at Approach Community Learning, 177 Morning Road (opposite the Lookout Point Fire Station).  Drop in anytime between 11.00am – 5.00pm and get your chance to meet the Dunedin City Council Candidates. Free shuttles from outside the RSA, King Edward Street. 

STRATEGY AND STATIONING COMMITTEE

This national committee of the Methodist Church meets from 22 to 25 August in Auckland. The Otago – Southland Synod will be represented by Stuart Grant as Synod Superintendent, and Rachael Masterton, Synod Secretary, as lay representative. Rachael will be the spokesperson for our Parish in seeking a new presbyter from 2011. Please hold the committee in your prayers as they undertake the very responsible task of matching presbyters to parishes. Please also hold Cornelia in your prayers as the committee makes an appropriate appointment for her.  
FROM OUR PARISH TREASURER

‘Many thanks to all who contribute regularly towards  ongoing ministry in our Parish.   Here are the results for the final quarter of our 2010 Financial year. Despite only expected costs, our income remains behind our expenses. Please keep this in mind when you are considering your giving for the coming financial year. Expenses are being kept to a minimum, but costs continue to climb.  Envelope giving can be done by automatic payment, if you are interested in this method see your church recorder for a form or contact me direct, Lynley Kloogh 4536978.’
	Expenses
	
	

	Ministry
	
	23,636.67

	Removal Fund
	
	749.01

	Connexional Budget
	
	1,800.00

	District Expenses
	
	624.99

	Property Expenses
	
	5,390.60

	Office/Other Expenses
	
	2,157.05

	
	
	
	34,358.32


	Dunedin Methodist Parish

	April - June 2010
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Income
	
	

	Offerings
	
	

	
	Broad Bay
	
	390.00

	
	Glenaven
	
	1,645.99

	
	Mornington
	
	13,131.20

	
	Mosgiel
	
	4,773.00

	
	Wesley
	
	2,807.50

	Glenaven Property
	
	2,505.00

	Rental Income
	
	5,135.00

	Other Income
	
	2,678.54

	
	
	
	33,066.23

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


MORE INFORMATION ON PAKISTANI FLOOD CRISIS 
Food price hikes are adding to the misery for the millions of people affected by Pakistan’s worst flooding on record.  Christian World Service has been told food prices had already drastically increased in the build up to the holy month of Ramadan. Now with the effects of ongoing flash floods and monsoon rains on the food supply, thousands of families are facing severe food insecurity. Pakistani sources report the prices of green vegetables are going up by more than 100 percent. CWS partner, Church World Service Pakistan/Afghanistan (CWS P/A) fears price hikes could mean severe food insecurity and malnutrition increasing the likelihood of further deaths.  CWS is appealing for funds to help the relief efforts of CWS P/A. Distribution of 70 tons of food items in Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is complete, and an additional 70 tons of food items will be distributed in Allai within in a couple of days. The procurement of an additional 490 tons of food items is underway. CWS-P/A also continues its health services. Current flood-related assistance is reaching 155,200 beneficiaries in Khyber Pakthunkhwa and Balochistan.  Much more is needed.   Please donate:

$48 could provide a family with a week’s food and a plastic sheet for temporary shelter.  $118 could provide a family of 6 with vital emergency food for a month. $200 could provide an all-season tent and plastic sheeting – offering a family longer-term shelter.  Donations can be made:
By credit card:   online at www.cws.org.nz   or   by phone   0800 74 73 72

By cheque:  post a cheque to PO Box 22652, High St, Christchurch 8142

By direct deposit into Christian World Service a/c: 06 0817 0318646 00 Reference: Pakistan  (if you require a receipt, please send us your name, address and details of the deposit)

I have just returned from a Native American Pow Wow or Gathering in Pipestone, Minnesota. This was a gathering of what are termed "Pipekeepers" - keepers or guardians of the Sacred Pipe or Peace Pipe. I am privileged to be a Pipekeeper in New Zealand, and I conduct regular Pipe ceremonies in Dunedin.

Certainly this has been one of the Peak experiences of my life - including my spiritual life. This has been a true pilgrimage experience for me.

And what am I, a Christian, doing in my involvement with the spiritual practices of Native Americans? Firstly, the Holy One (with many Names) is Unity, not divisions. Secondly, "I need all the help I can get," as they say. Christianity does not have the answers to everything, and other religious traditions can, depending on the individual's needs and background, provide important insights. Thirdly, "the global village" reality of our time makes nonsense of religious (and other) tribalisms. At this time in history we will walk together or perish in isolation.

I am also firmly of the view that the Holy Spirit speaks in ALL traditions - according to the cultural forms known to the people concerned. As St. Augustine said, what is called the Christian religion "existed among the ancients, nor was it wanting from the inception of the human race until the coming of Christ in the flesh, at which point the true religion which was already in existence began to be called Christian."

As I proposed recently in a sermon, "Christ is the Life Force." Christ is bigger than the historical Jesus. Christ is everywhere...in man, animals, plants, human cultures. Christ is at the heart of every atom. "....and when the moment, the imperceptible instant called death comes, it is always Christ who withdraws, as much from a tree as from a human being." (Mircea Eliade)

And so I return to New Zealand having celebrated the presence of Christ in forms, rituals, celebrations, that on the surface do not look or sound like Christianity at all. This has been a very good thing for me. What have been some of the results? An incredible sense of newness, freshness. The Christ has been dressed in Church garments for 2000 years, and some of those garments are very musty and dusty indeed! It was amazing to perceive Him dressed in very bright colours, wearing a feathered head-dress, and dancing beautifully to the magic beat of the great drums.

What I am really saying here is that we should embrace ANY experience in the human family which helps to break the rigidities of long-established custom and habit. It is WE who are bound up, not Christ. Christ is free in all the world, and in all expressions of Life. 



Aelred Edmunds 
PARISH BULLETIN


15th August 2010 
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