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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	G Watson 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	N Taungapeau 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	S Grant 


THE CANTERBURY EARTHQUAKE has caused much distress and devastation to people in Christchurch and the surrounding area. Many of us here in Dunedin were woken up by the long quake last Saturday morning, and we have been following the news about the consequences over the ensuing days. Some of our Methodist church buildings have been badly damaged, including Durham Street, St. Johns Bryndwr, Woodend.
At our Leaders  Meeting at Mornington last Wednesday evening I mentioned my intention to send an e-mail to friends and colleagues in Christchurch expressing our solidarity with them at this difficult time. I have done this. It seems the least we can do in the circumstances.
Conversations have been taking place among the Methodist Missions in the main centres about channelling donations through their offices for relief work in Canterbury. 
If anyone wishes to make a donation, you may do so by making payment to the Dunedin Methodist Mission, PO Box 2391, South Dunedin, or by direct credit to account number:  02-0912-0216744-00

any direct credit payments must include the reference:  

CHCH EQUAKE

The funds will then be passed to the Christchurch Methodist Mission, who will apply them to meet needs as appropriate.

Stuart
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MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT 
2.30pm today 12th September, Mornington Methodist Church – lots of piano items.  Cost $2.00

TERM THREE SUNDAY SCHOOL / YAM MEETING 
This Thursday 16th September 8pm, at Robyn Freeth’s home Borthwick Street Mornington.  Please contact Rachael Hanna with agenda items / apologies Ph: 4564546 or rrhanna@xtra.co.nz. 

This meeting is open to all parents / caregivers of SS & YAM children.

PEACE-MAKING IN AN AGE OF TERROR: 
DOES RELIGION HELP OR HINDER? 

Is religion just part of the problem, or can it help bring peace to a troubled and deeply divided world? On Tuesday 14 September (note the shift in day) at 7.30pm in the Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, our Open Education programme presents a dialogue between two distinguished staff members of the University of Otago, Professor Andrew Bradstock, Howard Paterson Professor of Theology and Public Issues, and Dr Najibullah Lafraie, Senior Lecturer in Politics and former Minister of State for Foreign Affairs in the Government of Afghanistan, about the possibility of peace-making in an age of terror (and terrorists). They approach the topic from their own faith perspectives, and we are hoping to have the participation of the Dunedin Buddhist community as well. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to hear what these well-informed speakers have to say about a subject that grabs the world’s media headlines every day. There is a charge of $5 for admission and a light supper.
As usual, this presentation will be preceded by a meal at 6pm, catered by Judy Russell at a charge of $15. Ring Professor Colin Gibson (453 6662 by Sunday 12 September to book your place at the table.  
MYSTERY MOVIE NIGHT
17 Sept at Mornington Church starting at 6:00p.m. 
Share a pot luck finger tea with fellow movie goers then enjoy a surprise movie on the big screen. If interested, please write your name on the list in the foyer or let Campbell know and YOU may have the job of choosing the Mystery Movie for the night.

MOSGIEL 
Next Sunday (19th September) Mosgiel will celebrate their Spring Flower service, with AGM to follow.  Afterwards we have a shared pot-luck lunch.  All are welcome! 

[image: image4.wmf]CELLISTS OF OTAGO LAST CONCERT 2010 SEASON 
On 19 September at 3pm in the Roslyn Presbyterian Church 19 Highgate (South end) the Cellists of Otago will present a concert featuring works by Handel, JS Bach, Schumann, Chopin, Beethoven, Cassado, Hewitt-Jones and Sir Arthur Sullivan. There is material here for all tastes!
Duncan Watts and Kathy Thompson (flutes) and Myles Chen and Abby Lute (cellos) will be the featured artists. Come along to hear these talented folk play. This concert will be a fundraiser for the Hospital Chaplaincy - please support this worthwhile cause.
STATIONING FACE-TO-FACE MEETING 
The Stationing Committee, which met on 25 August, matched the Revd Siosifa Pole with the Dunedin Methodist Parish, as did our Parish Council. The next step in the stationing process is for a face-to-face meeting between Siosifa and the Parish. Siosifa and his wife Naomi will visit Dunedin on 24-26 September to talk with people from the Parish and to look at the Churches, and Parish properties. There will be a face-to-face meeting of Siosifa with members of the Parish on the evening of Saturday 25 September at Mornington Church. This meeting will start with a pot-luck meal at 6.00 pm. The face-to-face meeting after the meal (at approximately 7 pm) will give Siosifa a chance to introduce himself, and us to do likewise. There will be the opportunity to discuss Siosifa’s ministry expectations and those of the Parish. The objective of the meeting is to confirm, or not confirm, the match between Siosifa and the Dunedin Methodist Parish. All parish members are invited to participate in this important meeting.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO Liam Bennett who celebrates a Birthday on 18th September. 
SYMPATHY

Our deep sympathy goes to Alan Hughes (Mornington), and family on the death last week of his sister Gwenyth.

Gwenyth grew up in the Mornington Church but lived most of her life overseas. Her funeral service was held at Mornington on Friday.

THE BLESSING SEED
Is the name of the book I read as part of Creation Sunday worship  at Mornington, Glenaven and Broad Bay last Sunday. 

A few people have inquired for details. The subtitle is “A creation myth for the New Millennium”. The publisher is Barefoot Books, and we bought it from Epworth Books in Wellington for $17 – 95. (You can contact Epworth on 0800 755 355). 


Still Quaking

On Saturday morning, September 4th, 2010, I was woken at 4.37 am by a veritable orchestra playing in the upstairs bedroom of our old, wooden house. Although the music was soft and the movement swaying and gentle, I snapped wide awake. My bed was trembling beneath me, the bed lamps tapped their shades against the wall, books jiggled on the side table, jewellery in the crystal dish on the tallboy tinkled rhythmically, a timpani of coat-hangers jangled on the rail in the wardrobe, and the ceiling light swung like a conductor’s baton. By the time I realised that I should have been on my feet under the doorframe, or sheltering under a solid table, the ’quake was over, leaving elevated pulse rates but no damage in our Dunedin household. 
Christchurch, I learned afterwards, was not so lucky. There, and in the surrounding countryside, the 7.1 magnitude earthquake has created serious destruction. And immeasurable anxiety. Large and numerous aftershocks have continued – in the following three days over one-hundred-and-twenty ’quakes have been recorded some as big as 5.4 on the Richter scale – adding to the nervous tension in the community. 
In Old Testament times when the earth shook it was perceived as God’s wrath being vented on His people, usually as punishment for their sins. These days it is more likely that Mother Nature gets the blame, her actions seen as random and capricious rather than vindictive. But my resident geologist, claims he has a wiser and more enlightened tradition to draw from, based on the action of tectonic plates. He explained how a fault line on the Pacific plate, where Canterbury sits, is slipping slowly underneath the Australian plate, forcing the Southern Alps up into the air. However, he added, the Christchurch ’quake was a previously unidentified fault, not on the Alpine fault line. Its rupture caused a four metre wide displacement many kilometres long. The lateral movement was not surprising but the location, about 30km to the west of Christchurch was. 
Miraculously no one was killed. With only two or three people seriously injured, Christchurch has been spared an even worse tragedy. Following the initial shock and adrenalin surge our Cantabrian neighbours are now bracing themselves to face the aftermath; a few with injuries, most with deep exhaustion, on-going trauma and the sense of helplessness that ensues following serious loss and damage to property, and to the infrastructure that sustains them. Curfews, closed schools, lack of clean water, and fear of sewage contamination are further complications. 
There are amazing stories of near-misses from people woken in the nick of time from beds that now contain heaps of brick and rubble, and one from a traumatised woman who sank to her neck in slurry, and managed to haul herself out by grabbing at nearby fence palings. There is an eerie tale told by a man staying in a central city hotel, who heard the Cathedral bells, set in motion by the initial jolt, continuing to sound for about six or seven minutes at the peak of the ’quake’s activity. These stories are set in a bizarre landscape of ruptured pavement, undermined sports grounds, deep fissures in the countryside – some wide enough for curious youngsters to drop into and explore, and warnings of more sinkholes suddenly appearing in streets and roadways already cracked and gaping. 
On the one hand it is all very surreal. On the other it is profoundly real. 
Perhaps our Old Testament ancestors would still have been on their knees, in these circumstances, interceding to their Creator. But our knowledge and understanding of how we connect with the ineffable power of creation has changed.  
It is the untiring actions of people on their feet who will save the day. Those who are checking the safety of buildings, the Urban Search And Rescue dog handler with her sniffer dog, the providers of immediate welfare for people whose homes are uninhabitable, the teams of people making security checks or cleaning up the mess, those who listen to the stories and set about rebuilding hope, and others who tackle repairs to the infrastructure – these are just some of the people who intercede for a shattered community. Their task is a formidable one. The process of maintaining social cohesion and bringing about restoration will be arduous and lengthy. 
As the aftershocks continue in Canterbury a new rhythm has struck up. The music of resilience has a strong beat led by the boom of a crane, the rumble of falling bricks and the reverberations of a staunch community rolling up their sleeves. 
But for some people the quivering strings of fear and trauma continue to play a grim counterpoint. For them the earth may not feel solid, ever after.

Elizabeth Brooke-Carr

The following is a prayer written by Rosalie Sugrue for a service this Sunday, and shared by her with the whole church. Rosalie is a former member of the Glenaven church.

God of love and hope,

We humans cannot understand the mighty forces of nature,

nor can we comprehend the limits your divinity imposes.

All we know is our smallness when nature flexes. 

An earthquake has changed lives and landscapes in Canterbury. 

The impact is severe and continuing, this we can understand. 

We pray for all who have suffered damage - holding in our minds vivid images 

of mangled buildings, ruptured land, broken infrastructure and smashed livelihoods. 

Each picture represents hundreds of damaged people.

We ask that you hold each of them in your love and care;

for we believe that where there is suffering, you suffer,

and your suffering is the fullness of compassion, 

that which calms fear, sustains hope and encourages renewal.

We give thanks for the wisdom, civil structures, and resources,

that have been able to limit the worst aspects of major a disaster.

In our country decency, dedication, adaptability neighborliness are hallmarks;

for such blessing we are profoundly thankful, long may they last.

We also know that as trauma continues, energy ebbs and depression invades,

so we pray that flagging spirits be buoyed by your presence and practical aid.

Enable those burdened with responsibilities to make the best possible decisions,

and may all affected know comfort and support, and receive what they need in the rebuilding of their lives. 

And, lastly we pray for ourselves, keep us safe, 
keep compassion at the heart of our being, 
and show us how we can help our prayers come true.

Amen
PARISH BULLETIN


12th September 2010 
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