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Dunedin Methodist Parish

Finding good in everyone  Finding God in everyone
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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER 2010

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Grant 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	C Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Grant 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	C Grant 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	S Fakava

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


MOSGIEL 125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

SPECIAL NOTICE FOR WESLEY

Please remember, on 21 November there will be no service at Wesley.

 Wesley people will join in the festive service at 10am at Mosgiel to celebrate their 125th anniversary.

If you wish to stay for the lunch after the service $25), please contact Elaine Merrett (489 7663).

The same applies for Mosgiel members!! Please register soon, so that catering orders can be arranged.

If you need transport, please phone John Angell (455 5283), or Ian Bartlett (477 2349).

MORNINGTON WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP.

The next afternoon Meeting is our "Spring Outing" - to Dunedin Botanic Garden, on the 27th October.  We will meet at 2p.m. outside the Tea-kiosk.  Cars may go into the Gardens - let down & pick up passengers, but may not stay & park.  Mrs Robyn Freeth will talk to us before we have afternoon tea at the Tea-kiosk, at 3p.m.
FORTHCOMING BAPTISM 
On Sunday 31 October, Tim and Hundra Horsfall and Alicia (Mornington) will bring little Jacaranda for baptism. The congregation looks forward to celebrating with them as we welcome Jacaranda into the church.
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The final Open Education session for the year will take place on Wednesday October 27 at the Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, commencing at 7.30pm. As usual we will gather a group of people to talk about their special interest: this year it is the turn of the gardeners, both professionals and ordinary lovers of the garden arts. What started their interest, what particular pleasures do they get out of gardening, what is the magic of gardens that they draw so many to make their own or delight in others’ creations? A subject for everyone, and a display of gorgeous gardening books on view for the small charge of $5. (By the way, we eventually raised $1000 for earthquake and aftershock-stricken Christchurch from our interfaith September session.)
Judy Russell returns from Blenheim to prepare a special pre-session meal costing $15. Book through Colin Gibson (453 6662) or sign in at Mornington.  Proceeds from the dinner will go to the family who lost their home in the fire.
EXPLORERS GROUP 

Meets in the Mornington Church Lounge at 4-30pm on Sunday 31st October. The suggested topic for this meeting : What do we mean by "The Love of God ? "

UPDATE OF CHURCH MEMBERSHIP ROLLS

Today we are distributing a form letter to everyone on our church rolls with the purpose of updating them. On the reverse side of the letter there is a form with space for you to fill in your name(s) and address, and boxes for you to tick.

 

We hope the letter is self explanatory, but if any one has any queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Stuart (466 4600) or Cornelia (453 6762) and they will be happy to explain. 

Those letters that are not taken today will be posted out, as we would like them returned by 15 November, so that work on writing up the rolls may be completed as soon as possible

Boxes will be placed in the various church entrances for you to return the completed forms. 

Thanks for your cooperation.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR WORLD PEACE

Last Wednesday evening I was privileged to take part in an inter-faith service of prayer for world peace, held at the Quaker Centre in Park Street. Greg Hughson asked if I would present the Christian offering to the service, which I was happy to do.  Apart from my own contribution, there were prayers and readings offered by representatives of the Jewish, Buddhist, Quaker, Hindu, Bahai, and Hare Krishna communities. I found it a very positive experience. A number of people commented on the strength of the common spiritual sentiments that were expressed, and the richness of the shared experience. At supper afterwards, one of the participants commented to me very positively on her perception of Methodists. ” I see Methodists as being open and inclusive”, she said. That was good to hear! The whole service was sensitively coordinated by Greg.

Stuart.

One of the great things about life in New Zealand is that folk can usually get to one or other of the markets that have sprung up all over the country. Many, many people experience them in terms of healthy and lively community, and write and talk about them, emphatically, in those terms. And it is certainly the case that where, as in Dunedin, there have been attempts to close them down (usually for commercial reasons), public outcry has been very loud indeed. These communities are prepared to fight for their right to survive.

So why am I writing about our humble markets - humble because often held out in the open, and in the case of the Dunedin Farmers' Market, often in very cold conditions? They are humble for another reason: they usually function with a minimum of administrative hierarchy.

As a regular musician/busker (Scottish parlor pipes), I have the time to really look around and form impressions. The main impression is always that while most people are there to buy produce, they are also there to have fun and to share this genuine community experience with others. And there are plenty of children! As a student of, among other things, Medieval history, I often in imagination "take" myself and the market scene back in time - centuries - into the Middle Ages and somewhere in an English or Scottish village or town. Not a great deal has changed, I think...there are even the cane baskets, and, nearby, a parish church...maybe even a Cathedral.

While this experience of "lived history" is just great, it is certain that the parish churches of 2010 are no longer the vital community centres and homes of faith that they were in earlier centuries. There is a host of reasons for that, as we know. But does it really matter that much? As I experience the fun and creative community of the market, I often actually see it as in some senses "a church in the open air." Christ IS IN the creativity, goodwill, and fun, and just does not need the formal language of Church worship.

It seems to be taking us a very long time to recognise that Christ does not depend on our churches, worship routines, and conventional expectations. I suggest, yet again, that Christ is all around us in all kinds and varieties of human experience. Accordingly, when we are out and about - say at a farmers' market - we might consider the whole experience as a special kind of church (= community) experience.



Aelred Edmunds

PARISH BULLETIN


24th October 2010 
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