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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 13th MARCH 2011

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Pole 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	G Watson 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Pole 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	G Watson 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	K Pole 

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


RESPITE CARE 

The Methodist network in Christchurch is attempting to find families under stress who would appreciate some respite care in Methodist homes in the South Island. 

If you would like to add your name to a Dunedin list of volunteers to provide this service, please phone Ken Russell – 455 3727. 

AN INVITATION for SUNDAY 13 MARCH
All present at Glenaven (Chambers St) at the end of the 11am service on Sunday 13th are welcome to come afterwards to the Watson/White house for a pot-luck lunch. There will be maps to guide you, and rides can be organized from the church and home after. The Pole family will be our guests, but those who are able please bring finger-food to share; hot and cold drinks provided. 
- John and Helen, 5 Cairnhill Street, Maori Hill (off Cannington Rd) Tel 467 2936
A VOICE FROM HEBRON

The Open Education programme at the Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, resumes on Wednesday March 16, at 7.30pm. Mai Tamimi, an Otago University staff member and a citizen of Hebron, will talk about life in the West Bank under Israeli domination. She has recently returned from a visit to her home town (famed in the Bible) and has a gripping and disturbing tale to tell, illustrated with her own photographs. 
If you want to attend the pre-session dinner at 6pm book your place by ringing Judy Russell (455 3727). There is a charge of $5 for the talk and $15 for the meal. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to hear at first hand from one of the most oppressed places in the world of the courage and determination it takes to stand against effectual tyranny. Any profits will go the Christchurch Earthquake Relief Fund.
MORNINGTON WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
Monday March 14th at 7-45pm. 
SPECIAL PROJECT 2011 - Habitat for Humanity – Haiti.  
Speaker -- Joc Watson "Habitat for Humanity" also Haiti earthquake; Building Haiti better.
ANNUAL OTAGO HOSPITAL CHAPLIANCY TRUST STREET APPEAL 
On Friday the 18th of March the Hospital Chaplaincy Trust will be holding it's annual street appeal. If anyone is available to give an hour of their time to assist as a collector it would be most appreciated. Both in-door (the Meridian Mall) and street corner collectors are needed (for those of you that might have a preference). The Hospital Chaplains do a very important job, providing comfort and support to our community, often at times when they are at their greatest need. 
If you can help please call Greg Jones (evenings: 473 8373) or e-mail greg.jones@otago.ac.nz. Alternatively, members of the Mornington congregation might like to see me at church.

Many thanks.  Greg

TRANSFORMING SESSIONS AND PARISH COUNCILS INTO COMMUNITIES OF SPIRITUAL LEADERS  

A seminar led by Dr. Charles (Chuck) Olsen. When: Thursday 24 March 2011, from 3:30 to 5 p.m.  Where: Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership.  All welcome. No charge. 
BIBLE STUDY (CELL) GROUP.

Geoff Preston is willing to lead a weekly Bible Study Group for anyone interested. A list will be available in the Foyer after the Service.

Kindly enter your name and Telephone number, as well as your preferred day of the week, morning, afternoon, evening(Monday to Thursday.)

This notice will run for three Sundays, after which a get together will be arranged to decide further details.

STEADY AS YOU GO

This is a group which does gentle exercises which have been put together by Age Concern as a falls prevention programme. It meets each Wednesday from 1 to 2pm at the Mornington Methodist Church.  For further information please ring Brian or Margaret Connor at 488 4345

THE MISSION IS ON THE MOVE!
The Administration Office of the Methodist Mission is on the move!  We will be relocating to the Middleton Road Community Centre (old Corstorphine School) temporarily until Wesley Village is established.  The office will be closed on Friday 25th March for moving, this will mean any articles/notices for the Bulletin and material for Orders of Service must be into Sarah no later than Tuesday 22nd March at 5.00pm.  


Earthquake

I live in Dunedin.  I didn’t feel the quake.  I am not injured, and I have no friends or colleagues who have lost their lives or are injured.  I have a home, and water and electricity, a working toilet - and only a normal amount of dust.  But I, like most New Zealanders, am not unaffected by this latest disaster to hit our neighbouring city Christchurch.

For 12 days we have watched the news, listened to the radio, read news reports, unceasingly – we have followed personal stories of tragedy, or close escapes, deeds of heroism and selflessness, we have mourned the deaths, the destruction, the desolation, and marvelled at the resilience and strength of those who are suffering.

And what are our emotions?  Well, initially perhaps, shock, anger, bewilderment. Gary McCormack was thrown off his feet in the street when the quake struck. I heard him read this poem on Jim Mora’s afternoon programme on Friday last week.  "My poem really is about anger" he said. “When I picked myself off the ground in Christchurch the other day and looked around and saw the absolute pandemonium and the misery and destruction."

What the drummer said to the drum

You miserable low life bastard.

We saw you on the fourth of September calling into town on your spineless spine, giving us a flick and looking us over.
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It was an earthquake then for the yellow pages. Remember the torch, the bottles of water.

In September you were just the piano player, tinkling the ivories. In moustache. Pretty out there. Eyeing the women on the dance floor.

Then My O my you waited!

I saw you the other day run up a blind alley full of hatred and dark breath. Black clouds only pity us.

You held us down on the jagged ground. You shook the streets and the city buildings. You tore the spire from the cathedral.

And all those people.

The tourists taking photographs, the babies taken in pairs, the hikers in the hills.

The ones buried beneath us still.

You miserable bastard of a thing!

The time has come.

Said the drummer to the drum.

When I can make no sense of it.

(Reprinted in the New Zealand Herald)

Anger and bewilderment, yes, but also tenderness.

But we move on from anger. We grieve.  We grieve at the toll of lives lost; we grieve for the city, the buildings destroyed, and the broken shattered churches.

I happened on this prayer of Michael Leunig.

God accept our prayers.

Send us tears in return.

Give freedom to this exchange.

Let us pray inwardly.

Let us weep outwardly.

This is the breathing of the soul.

This is the vitality of the spirit.

For this we give thanks.

Amen.

(Common prayers collection. 1993)

And we are moved to compassion, to action. We have heard and seen so many examples of human angels. The courage of the USAR workers; the tirelessness and devotion to duty of the Mayor Bob Parker; the colleague who risked his own safety to stay behind with an injured and trapped worker; the Dunedin students sending packed lunches to their Christchurch counterparts; the neighbour offering free use of a washing machine in his garage.
As Sandy Ramage’s Prayer for Christchurch (and Libya) printed in last week’s bulletin said:

Even as bullets fly and buildings disintegrate,

may compassion rise in all of us

to be the God who walks and talks in the world today.

Finally, let us not forget to give thanks. The Bishop of Christchurch prayed at the remembrance service on Tuesday: “we gather to reflect on the precious gift of life”. May we celebrate life, and the living, and the new lives to be born.

To the people of Christchurch, Lyttelton and Canterbury we send our thoughts, love, and prayers.

Amen.
· Joan Robertson 
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