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	WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 10 JUNE 2012 

	9.30am
	
	Mornington
	S Pole 

	9.30 am
	
	Mosgiel
	G Watson 

	11.00 am
	
	Glenaven
	S Pole 

	11.00 am
	
	Wesley
	G Watson 

	1.00pm
	
	St Kilda
	TBA

	6.00pm
	
	Broad Bay 
	No Service 


MARGARET MAHY CELEBRATION DVD

Richard Cannon has taken an outstanding colour film record of the complete Margaret Mahy celebration evening, including all the songs and stories. Copies are available for a limited time only on order from Colin Gibson (453 6662). Price $10, with the small profit margin going to the Water for Life CWS project (you could always increase it with a donation). Thanks, Richard.
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MUSICAL SOCIETY CONCERT 

Sunday 10th June at 2.30pm at Mornington Methodist Church.  Items from Mornington Methodist Choir and Piano items.  Cost $2.00.

OPEN EDUCATION MEETS HAYDN

After a hugely successful evening celebrating the work of Christchurch poet and story-teller Margaret Mahy, an evening which has already raised $2800 towards our target of $5000 to create water-gathering cisterns for Palestinian women and their families on the West Bank, Open Education returns to its more normal programme. On Wednesday June 20, at 7.30pm, Colin Gibson will describe Joseph Haydn’s wonderful contribution to the music of the Christian Church, using spectacular DVDs to illustrate his talk. Hear and see Haydn’s Creation sung in the Esterhazy palace of his enormously wealthy patrons, and the Choir of St John’s College, Cambridge, in full voice. There will also be an opportunity to sing some of Haydn’s hymns. All for $5, plus a modest supper. 
As usual, Judy Russell will provide a splendid pre-session meal at 6pm, for a charge of $15. Sign in at Mornington or ring Judy (455 3727) to book your place. Profits will again go to the Water for Life CWS project: you can make your donation to Colin Gibson at any time (453 6662). 

WOW!

Thank you to those folk who kindly helped me out by donating winter clothing (and food) to an older client. I received a fantastic response and it was nice to meet you all as I went about collecting your donations. 

For a number of reasons and gradually over many years this man has become detached from his family and community. When meeting him for the first time I asked what name he preferred me to call him, he replied “Looser” because that’s what everyone calls him. I told him I didn’t feel good about using that title and suggested I call him by his birth name. He said it had been a long time since he had heard his name spoken in a way that sounded nice. In another conversation I asked when he last felt good about himself, he said it was back in his early 20’s when he lived at home with his parents.  When I was helping him unpack his few belongings he showed me his first Holy Communion Certificate, albeit, now stained and tattered, also among his belongings was his baby cup and bowl. Clearly these items have great personal significance as they have travelled around with him for many years. Now in his 60’s he struggles to recall any recent occasions when he was shown kindness - that was up until your donations. He had physically forgotten what it felt like to feel warm and more importantly to have warmth shown to him. So together we both say “Thank you!”.  Shona Johnsen, The Methodist Mission.
(Please note what items this man doesn’t require will be kept for someone else in a similar situation.)
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PRAYER NEEDS

Prayer is part of our Christian tradition. Please pray for those who are in need, especially those who are sick and frail. We also need to pray for the work of our parish and the decisions that we have made about the future of our ministry here. In our prayers we show compassion toward others and walk with them in their suffering. It is the presence of God in the Spirit that gives us passion in our prayers. 
[image: image5.wmf]
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
To Matthew Gray who celebrates a Birthday on the 9th June. 

METHODIST PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
Pre -Austerity in NZ – A Meagre Budget. May 2012
He sendeth the springs into the valleys, which run among the hills. Psalms 104:10
The Psalm suggests that God’s provision is kind and open-handed – it is not restricted. The government budget this year is restricted – with no growth in provision for those with few resources. The measures to reduce poverty are focused on getting people off benefits and into jobs. This strategy relies on growth of jobs and increased availability of childcare. Neither of these are programmed into the budget.

The government goal is to create an enabling environment for business to lead economic growth, and hence a growth in jobs. This hints at trickle down theory which has been shown to contribute to inequality. We have 40% of Maori living below the poverty line, and 37% of Pacific peoples. 

Why is the government being fiscally neutral? To address inequality there has to be active measures for redistribution of wealth. Many economic commentators, including those with plans to transition to a sustainable economy, or an economy of stewardship, are claiming the need for investment for long term wellbeing.

Creating wellsprings for the future, means investing in children and young people, and it means incentives for economic development in renewable energy, in innovative environmental policies that protect land, water and oceans with regulations for sustainable use of resources.

For a brief overview of budget provisions see <www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network>

Urewera Four

Distrust for Crown relationships with Tuhoe, and by implication with other tribes, has deepened with the sentencing of the Urewera Four, and in particular with the Jail sentences of Tame Iti and Te Rangikaiwhiria Kemara.

One senses injustice.  A waiata from Parihaka kuia after the sentencing is a reminder of the tradition of raids on tribal communities that is still sadly alive. Yes, this sentencing undermines trust between Crown and Urewera. It undermines hope in restoring a covenantal relationship between Crown and tangata whenua. 

What can we do? Write to the Police Commissioner and ask for an apology for the raids on Tuhoe families. Write to the Minister of Justice. Write a letter to the paper. For the full statement see www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network>

THE POWER OF THE MEDIA

To be seduced is to be led astray - for all sorts of reasons. Would you be surprised if I suggested that one of the more seductive places in this world is a library shelf. It is so, in my experience. You stand there, looking for a particular item - your eye is caught by a few words on the spine of another book - you’re caught. You must read what’s inside that book, and after a few moments looking at the blurb, or the table of contents, you’re off on another track altogether. Your original purpose is forgotten, and you’ve been tempted away into a new world, maybe.  Who knows where!

That happened the other day at the Public Library. I ended up taking home a book entitled Who owns information? I was attracted to this book (though originally I hadn’t anything like it in mind) by its title. It connected with the Leveson Inquiry now taking place in London - examining the power of the press. What is being revealed in that Inquiry is, I believe, of enormous significance to those who are concerned at the increasing lack of personal privacy in our news-mad world.

And on Tuesday this week it was reported that so powerful a man as Tony Blair, in his days as Prime Minister of England, had deliberately decided to court the media ‘rather than risk the wrath of powerful media tycoons….’ ‘If you’re a political leader and you’ve got very powerful media groups and you fall out with one of those groups, the consequence is that you …. are effectively blocked from getting across your message.’

I admit I am increasing cynical, or sceptical, about the so-called freedom of the press (or the media as a whole) and its ‘right to know.’ What pays for the cost of providing the news, information, whatever you like to call it. I doubt whether our newspaper or Tv subscriptions go anywhere near doing that. Advertising revenue is essential, and the media has to sell itself to the advertisers. My fear in all this is that what suffers is the truth – the more attractive the news is the less likely it is that it will be truthful, or fair, or balanced, or just, or straight out informative. Hence my cynicism.

And if I were to be the subject of a news item, what control have I over the content? If the media decides a person’s activities or thoughts are newsworthy, what care do they take to ensure that their presentation of that bit of news is fair or just or balanced? Why should they, when it is increasingly evident that the media do not regard things like our names and addresses, our telephone numbers, our photographic images, our medical histories as our own. That is the gist of the book, by Ann Wells Branscomb, to which I referred earlier.

In five years’ time the Protestant churches will undoubtedly celebrate a great moment, as we believe, in the history of Christianity. In 1517 Martin Luther nailed to the door of All Saints Church in Wittenberg his 95 Theses. These encapsulated the issues he had with the Roman Church over the sale of indulgences, among other things. He posted them, he said ‘for the purpose of eliciting truth.’ 

Truth is, of course, a two-edged sword. What was a brave act by Luther resulted in his being excommunicated. Would any of us cope with having the truth about ourselves published? What is the truth about ourselves?  What is truth? That was Pilate’s question to Jesus when Jesus was on trial. The philosopher, Francis Bacon, parodied that moment: ‘”What is truth?” said jesting Pilate; and would not stay for an answer.’

It is not for us to walk away, as Pilate did, from this vexed question. If the media are, as I think they are, largely cynical about the principle of truthfulness, then they may have good reason. How are they to sift through the misinformation and the outright lies they are told. But we are not the media – and it is our standards that matter to us. For the Christian that is very much the case, since we believe that we are the recipients and custodians of the greatest truths the world has ever known.

Jesus life ended because he staked it on the truth he had to tell. At the beginning of his ministry he spoke to his potential followers about the dangers of proclaiming that same truth – what he called ‘the cause of right’ – not just God’s justice, but God’s justice in action. “Happy are those who are persecuted in the cause of right: theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven….

The truth we have is a small candle in a dark world. It’s dangerous to carry.  It makes plain where we stand. "Here I stand. I can do no other", Luther is supposed to have said. Do we want to stand, as he did? The cause of right is our shield. 

Donald Phillipps

Story from the Mission

I have been working with a young solo Mum who has two children at Little Citizens aged 4 and 1.  For the past year Mum has been sitting at home quite isolated trying to raise her children in a happy and safe environment. She alienated herself from old friends that were about and still are, drinking and going out. She had an on off relationship with the children’s father, who has never really grown up and accepted what being a parent is about.  She has always encouraged him to spend time with the children and tried really hard to make her family unit work. Promise after promise and then to find him cheating she decided to move on and accept it was going to work. After leaving school young, never having a job and now being a Mum on her own, I encouraged her to look at some kind of study or a course of interest to get her out of the house and meeting new people. She applied to do a hairdressing apprenticeship and was accepted. We organised care for her wee girl who was 9 months. This was huge for Mum who didn’t really want her baby in care until she was 2 years old.   Mum started the course and everything was going well … Juggling two children on her own and full time study. Then dad decided he didn’t like her having new friends and a new life. He became abusive, physically violent, sending suicidal texts, sitting outside her home and coming onto her property at night, unreliable with having the children at agreed times and made a call to CYFS and the Police saying he felt his children were unsafe with their Mum. The Police were called on numerous occasions and she was living in fear of what he might do. A Police safety Order was put in place for 5 days by the Police. We then went through the process of serving him with a trespass order, applied thru the courts for a protection order and accessed a lawyer to start a parenting order. Mum is still trying to encourage him to spend time with the children as they both miss him dearly. All of the above are now in place, dad had admitted to all his behaviours and has taken the trespass and protection orders seriously. He has apologised for his actions and threats and said he felt unable to cope with the fact she had actually moved on. Things are much better, and threats and said he felt unable to cope with the fact she had actually moved on. Things are much better, he is seeing the children regularly and is back to supporting Mum when he can. Mum was very appreciative of the support she was given from myself and the staff at Little Citizens and commented she would never have known where to start to get all these processes in place for the safety of her children.
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