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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 1st November 
9.30 am  Mornington R Mitchell 
9.30 am  Mosgiel S Pole 
11.00 am  Glenaven R Mitchell 
11.00 am  Wesley S Pole 
1.00 pm  St Kilda TBA 

 
THE LIFE MATTERS SUICIDE PREVENTION TRUST warmly invites you to 
come an hear: David Mellish from the Otago Rural Support Trust.  
Come and listen to David share with us how we can best support each 
other.  The message is the same whether you are in a rural area or not.  
It’s all about helping people in times of crisis.  Community 
presentation: 7pm, Tuesday 27 October, Alexander McMillan Room, 
Dunedin Community House, Dunedin (opposite Countdown).  Gold coin 
donation.  Everyone is welcome.  
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A TIME OUT - On Saturday, 14 November, there will be an opportunity 
to engage in a reflective Retreat, directed by John Franklin, Anglican 
priest, former chaplain to the Bishop of Dunedin and an experienced 
spiritual director.  This retreat has been organized for the Methodist 
Parish and will be held at St Margaret’s House, Brighton, from 10am to 
3pm.  Numbers are limited to 15, transport can be arranged, and there 
will be no charge to participants.  Contact Colin Gibson (453 6662 or 
colin.gibson@clear.net.nz) to register.  Registrations close on Sunday 1 
November.  We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the 
Wesleydale Trust. 
 

DEMENTIA VOLUNTEER COMPANIONS - The Otago branch of the 
Alzheimer Society is seeking volunteer support companions for people 
with mild dementia.  This involves helping those with mild dementia to 
maintain social contacts, activities and interests to alleviate and 
moderate the sufferer's natural anxiety and distress.  The role entails 
regular visits to a person, building a relationship, engaging in agreed 
activities with the person and attending volunteer support groups and 
training.  If you are interested in this important form of social support 
please contact Anne Ruck by ringing (03) 47126154, or writing to PO 
Box 5404, or by sending an email message to 
Coordadards.otago@xtra.cvo.nz. 
 

MORNINGTON TOY & GAMES LIBRARY TRUFFLES FUNDRAISER: Where 
has the year gone!?  In two months you'll be worrying about what to 
take to the many Christmas functions you need to attend - well......your 
problems are solved!  The toy library is having its annual Truffles 
fundraiser.  These yummy treats are sold at $6.00 per dozen - they 
freeze well, so don't worry about ordering several dozen.  We are 
making the truffles on Nov 13 & 14, so the orders have to be in by 
October 31.  I'll bring the ordered truffles to church on November 15 
for you to collect (or deliver them to your home).  If you are interested 
in supporting the toy library by ordering some truffles, contact Rebecca 
Neaves on 488-4372 (or e-mail me at: a.r_neaves@yahoo.co.nz).  Many 
thanks, and a jolly "ho ho ho". 

mailto:colin.gibson@clear.net.nz
mailto:Coordadards.otago@xtra.cvo.nz
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Those who turned up for the Parish Games Evening on Saturday 17th 
October certainly had some fun and would like to do it again sometime.  
Whether it was at a table or on the floor, laughter and chatter was 
heard amongst the participants when they weren’t in quiet 
concentration.  John Angell and Gordon Abernethy surprised 
themselves with their bowling skills, and Shirley Parslow raced up and 
down the hall to help her team move a great 
clutch of eggs.  There were keen Scrabble 
players too.  Thanks to those who helped 
make it happen. (Hilda) 
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MUSIC and Mornington go together like the 
proverbial horse and carriage, and an 

integral part of the music scene is the Choir - which despite the 
attrition of increasing age and winter ails has held together pretty well 
over recent months.  Evidence of that is the variety and originality of 
what the choir sings - such as last Sunday when the lyrics of an 
American Lutheran Pastor, Adam Tice, “Round and Round We Move 
Again” were sung to a  tune by our own Colin Gibson. 

Round and round we move again - we step and sway in time, 
following Christ the caller’s cues, the rhythm and the rhyme. 

Dance. oh dance with me, my 
children, come and join my song - 
clap your hands and raise your 
voice, to dance and sing along. 
And to add to the originality - a new 
dimension to the presentation was 
young dancer Celia Cannon, a ballet 
student.  No stranger to the Parish 
bulletin, Celia looked completely at 
home, and we’re hoping to see her 
again in the same role. 
 

Again this year a feature of Mornington’s weekday scene has been the 
monthly Open Education programmes.  The last of these for 2015 is 
this coming Wednesday when one of the University’s chaplaincy team, 
Sherrema Bower, is to speak about her spiritual journey.  It has taken 
her from a strict fundamentalist/pentecostal upbringing in Flint 
Missouri to a radically different perspective here in Dunedin where she 
has joined the Quakers.  What a transition !  More programmes are 
already in place for next year, including former Bishop of Auckland and 
social reformer Richard Randerson.  We’ve had some outstanding 
progammes in the past, and with many more to come why don’t you 
plan to be a regular attender, and take in the dinner and always 
precedes at 6pm 
  



 
 

 

5 
STORY FROM THE MISSION 
Little Citizens: On completing a milestone 
this month, the resulting conversation 
with the parent was about reassurance. 
That her child was doing ok – So with Mum we put together a small 
strategy around drawing and using scissors which included a range of 
fun activities for the centre and home. Mum was delighted and keen to 
get these underway. She was also delighted at how well her child had 
done with the other milestones. 

 
OPEN EDUCATION  
The final Open Education session for the year brings Sherrema Bower, 
one of the University Chaplaincy team, to talk about her remarkable 
spiritual journey from Pentecostalism in Flint, Missouri, to the Quakers 
in Dunedin.  A rare opportunity to hear about a faith community we 
know little of and the place of women within that community’s 
structures, from someone who has experienced it all herself.  Sherrema 
talks at 7.30pm on Wednesday 28 October (note the date) at the 
Mornington Methodist Church, Galloway Street, about how women 
navigate a patriarchal structure and may have their voices heard and 
giftings received by their faith community.  A pre-session meal will be 
offered by Judy Russell at 6pm: please sign in at Mornington or ring 
Judy (4553727) to secure your place.  The meal costs $15 and there is a 
koha of $5 for the talk, but profits from both occasions will go to the 
CWS Syrian Refugee Appeal, so be as generous as possible. 
 

THE MEANING OF LIFE 
It’s Labour Weekend. You’ve got an extra day to 
ponder not just the meaning of labour, but the 
meaning of life itself. Here are responses from 

some famous and not so famous people to “the ultimate question of life, the 
universe and everything” in 42 quotes (many much abbreviated). Make it into a 
crossword. Put a cross beside the ones you disagree with. Tick those that go 
down well. Put a “?” beside those that you can’t work out. Let me know if you 
manage to solve it.  
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1. I don't know the meaning of life… And I do not want to be the one who tries 
to tell somebody else what life is all about. To me it’s a complete mystery.― 
Charles M. Schulz. 

2. God is the only one who can give real meaning to life. ― Anon. 
3. Life has to be given a meaning because of the obvious fact that it has no 

meaning. ― Henry Miller.  
4. What is the meaning of life? To be happy and useful. ― Tenzin Gyatso, 14th 

Dalai Lama. 
5. ‘Meaningless! Meaningless!’ says the Teacher. ‘Utterly meaningless! 

Everything is meaningless. ― Ecclesiastes 1:2. NIV. 
6. i was "far and away"-riding my motorcycle along an american back road, …the 

theme i was grappling with was nothing less than the Meaning of Life, and i 
was pretty sure i had defined it: love and respect – and neither is any good 
without the other.― Neil Peart. 

7. To live is to experience things, not sit around pondering the meaning of life. 
― Paulo Coelho. 

8. I am the way, the truth and the life. ― Jesus. 
9. INTERVIEWER: Tell us a joke. WHEDON: Your life has meaning. INTERVIEWER: 

Tell us a secret. WHEDON: Your life has meaning. ― Joss Whedon. 
10. There are many ways to find meaning in life, one of them is the love of art. ― 

Ndiritu Wahome. 
11. One of the greatest gifts that God gives to each of us is the love we share 

with our family, friends, and fellowmen. It is this divine gift of love that…gives 
meaning and purpose to life ― Mike Ramsdell. 

12. One cannot ignore half of life for the purposes of science, and then claim that 
the results of science give a full and adequate picture of the meaning of life. 
― Colin Wilson. 

13. One day, I'm going to find a man who thinks I'm the meaning of life.” ― Amy 
Brenneman. 

14. In the end, people don’t view their life as merely the average of all of its 
moments. For human beings, life is meaningful because it is a story. A story 
has a sense of a whole. And in stories, endings matter… The peaks are 
important, and so is the ending… The sick and the aged … have priorities 
beyond merely being safe and living longer… The chance to shape one’s story 
is essential to sustaining meaning in life. ― Atul Gawande. 

15. Life is without meaning. You bring the meaning to it. Being alive is the 
meaning. It is a waste to be asking the question when you are the answer. ― 
Joseph Campbell.  

http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/26846
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/147.Henry_Miller
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/74340.Neil_Peart
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Paulo_Coelho
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Joss_Whedon
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7992392.Ndiritu_Wahome
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/257651.Mike_Ramsdell
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Colin_Wilson
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Judging_Amy
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/20105.Joseph_Campbell
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16. We could choose to live as though the best meaning and purpose we can find 

for our own lives is the very meaning and purpose of the universe itself … as 
though its purpose were love. And if the universe, in the end, were to prove 
us wrong … our lives, then, would have been an act of defiance of indifferent 
power.―. Richard Holloway. 

17. A life that partakes even a little of friendship, love, irony, humor, parenthood, 
literature, and music, and the chance to take part in battles for the liberation 
of others cannot be called 'meaningless' ― Christopher Hitchens. 

18. Philosophers can debate the meaning of life, but you need a Lord who can 
declare the meaning of life. ― Max Lucado. 

19. The meaning of your life is to help others find the meaning of theirs. ―. 
Viktor E. Frankl. 

20. To me living is Christ. ― St Paul. 
21. You will never be happy if you continue to search for what happiness consists 

of. You will never live if you are looking for the meaning of life. ― Albert 
Camus. 

22. God is the inevitability of humanity’s search for true meaning. ― Jared Brock. 
23. There are some ten thousand religious sects … each with its own cosmology, 

each with its own answer for the meaning of life and death. ― Jon Krakauer. 
24. If there is meaning in life at all, then there must be meaning in suffering. ―. 

Viktor E. Frankl. 
25. To believe in a God means to understand the question about the meaning of 

life. To believe in a God means to see that the facts of the world are not the 
end of the matter. ― Ludwig Wittgenstein. 

26. There is not one big cosmic meaning for all; there is only the meaning we 
each give to our life, an individual meaning, an individual plot, like an 
individual novel. ― Anaïs Nin. 

27. Word-work is sublime... It makes meaning that secures our difference, our 
human difference… We do language. That may be the measure of our lives. 
― Toni Morrison. 

28. What is the meaning of human life? To answer this question at all implies a 
religion. ― Albert Einstein. 

29. If you were to ask what provides some meaning in life nowadays for a great 
many people, especially men, you could do worse that reply...sport. ―.Terry 
Eagleton. 

30. To live with faith — any old faith, perhaps — is to infuse one’s life with 
significance. On this view, the meaning of life is a question of the style in 
which you live it, not in its actual content. ―.Terry Eagleton. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/3956.Christopher_Hitchens
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2737.Max_Lucado
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/8409936.Jared_Brock
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Jon_Krakauer
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Ludwig_Wittgenstein
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7190.Ana_s_Nin
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Toni_Morrison
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein
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31. If the whole universe has no meaning, we should never have found out that it 

has no meaning. ― C.S. Lewis. 
32. The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away. ― 

Pablo Picasso. 
33. The meaning of life is love, work, and play… People’s lives have meaning to 

the extent that love, work, and play provide coherent and valuable goals that 
they can strive for and at least partially accomplish. ―. Paul Thagan. 

34. The meaning of life is basically to be the kind of person you would want to be 
around. ― Alexei Maxim Russell. 

35. Ultimately, man should not ask what the meaning of his life is, but rather 
must recognize that it is he who is …questioned by life. ―. Viktor E. Frankl. 

36. To be fully in the moment. Because that’s all life is, really, a string of 
moments... Life gives meaning to life. The answer to the meaning of life is 
hidden right there inside the question. ― Wendy Mass. 

37. No doubt our continuing wrangles over the meaning of life will prove to be 
fertile and productive. But in a world where we live in overwhelming danger, 
our failure to find common meanings is as alarming as it is invigorating. 
―.Terry Eagleton. 

38. The resurrection gives my life meaning and direction and the opportunity to 
start over no matter what my circumstances. ― Robert Flatt. 

39. The sole meaning of life is to serve humanity. ― Leo Tolstoy. 
40. The meaning of life is that it stops. ― Franz Kafka. 
41. There is no one simple and absolute answer to the quest for meaning; there 

are many answers. We may judge some to be better than others, but when 
we make that judgement we are doing so from the point where we stand… It 
is dangerous to assume that our own standpoint is the one and only 
Archimedean point. ― Lloyd Geering.  

42. ‘Forty-two!’ yelled Loonquawl. ‘Is that all you've got to show for seven and a 
half million years' work?’ ‘I checked it very thoroughly,’ said the computer, 
‘and that quite definitely is the answer. I think the problem, to be quite 
honest with you, is that you've never actually known what the question is.’ ― 
Douglas Adams. 

 
David Kitchingman 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/5100743.Alexei_Maxim_Russell
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/99650.Wendy_Mass
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4.Douglas_Adams
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