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DUNEDIN METHODIST PARISH 
Finding Good in everyone   Finding God in everyone 

www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz 

Find us on Facebook:  Dunedin Methodist Parish 
 

Presbyters Rev David Poultney 974 6172 
 Mobile phone 022 350 2263 
 Office phone 466 3023 
 Office email parish@mmsouth.org.nz 
 Rev Dr Rod Mitchell 027 647 7003 

roddieg@xtra.co.nz 

Parish Stewards Mrs Jan Stewart 473 9141 
 John Hardy 472 7377 
 Ross Merrett 489 7663 

Tongan Steward Mr Kaufusi Pole 455 0096 

Parish Prayer Convenor Elaine Merrett 489 7663 
elaineross@xtra.co.nz 

Pastoral Convenor 
Mornington 

Beryl Neutze 477 7377 

Parish Office  466 4600 
bulletins@mmsouth.org.nz 

 

 

 

WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY 12 September 2021 

9.30 am Mornington Donald Phillipps 

 Mosgiel David Poultney  

 Glenaven Donald Phillipps 

 St Kilda TBA 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
12 September – Visit to the Watkins Memorial (Karitane) 

PARISH BULLETIN 
5 t h  September 2021 

 

 

 

http://www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz/
mailto:parish@mmsouth.org.nz
mailto:roddieg@xtra.co.nz
mailto:elaineross@xtra.co.nz
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METHODIST MISSION ADMINISTRATION OFFICE  

is on the move.  Due to the COVID-19 restrictions 

this move was postponed.  The office will be 

closed this week (6-10 September), hoping to 

reopen in Level 2 in our new premises – 258 Stuart Street.   

All phone numbers remain the same.   

 

 

Please note that some of these events will be 
dependent on whether the country is at Alert Level 2 

 
 
INVITATION FOR ALL MEMBERS OF THE DUNEDIN PARISH 
Visit on 12th Sept 2021 to the Watkins Memorial at Karitane.  On 13th 
Sept 1840, Rev. James Watkins, the first Methodist missionary and a 
good linguist, preached in Te Reo at Karitane having been resident 
there for only 4 months.  He arrived with books printed in a northern 
Te Reo dialect which proved of no use to him to engage with the 
southern peoples so he collected the sounds and phrases of the local 
southern dialect and had a booklet printed which arrived in 
1841.  Included in this 12 page pamphlet, ‘Otago’s first book’, were 3 
hymns written in Te Reo, which Colin Gibson has set to appropriate 
music and the Mornington Choir will sing. 

So please come and join together at the Memorial in Karitane at 
2:00p.m where Donald Phillips will give some background to Rev 
Watkins, his ministry and his book and the Mornington Choir led by 
Colin will sing Watkin’s hymns, possibly for the first time in 180 
years.  After the gathering we will move to the local Karitane 
Presbyterian church, 106 Stornoway St., for refreshments or if the 
weather proves inclement we can use this facility for all of  this event. 
The Memorial can be accessed on the flat for those less mobile 

If you are coming please advise Cam Weston 021 995 130 or 454 5600. 
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FAITH THINKING 

August-November 2021 

Short Courses jointly offered by the Theology 

Programme, University of Otago and some Dunedin 

Churches in conjunction with Continuing Education at the University 

of Otago. 

PLEASE REGISTER ONLINE AT www.otago.ac.nz/continuingeducation  

FAITH THINKING ON ZOOM Tuesday September 14, 7.00-8.15pm 

“Contours of an Ecological Theology for the 21stCentury” 

 Dr Andrew Shepherd, Theology Programme, University of Otago 

COST: Free but please register to receive the Zoom link 

  

FAITH THINKING IN PERSON Friday September 17 (7-9pm) and 

Saturday September 18 (9am-12.30pm) 

“Finding Faith in 'Secular’ Times: What can we learn about Christian 

witness from the experiences of recent converts to Christianity?” 

Dr Lynne Taylor, Theology Programme, University of Otago  

Simpson Room, Dunedin City Baptist Church, 19 Main South Road, 

Concord, Dunedin.  COST: $20. Please register for this. 

 
FAITH THINKING ON ZOOM Wednesday October 13, 7.00-8.15pm 
“Decolonising our Faith: Indigenising our faith in the soil of Aotearoa 
New Zealand” 
Dr Wayne Te Kaawa, Theology Programme, University of Otago 
COST: Free but please register to receive the Zoom link 
 
FAITH THINKING ON ZOOM Tuesday November 2, 7.00-8.15pm 
“Health and Healing: Theological and Pastoral Considerations” 
Dr Graham Redding, Lecturer in Chaplaincy Studies, Theology 
Programme, University of Otago 
COST: Free but please register to receive the Zoom link 

http://www.otago.ac.nz/continuingeducation
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMG9T7_Celtic_Cross_Dunedin_New_Zealand&ei=J3LRVLD9LITLmAXy44DIBg&bvm=bv.85076809,d.dGY&psig=AFQjCNGrRAIzlKS6K4hA_Zzmi7rBf5yIww&ust=1423098733536626
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STORIES FROM THE MISSION 
 

 

TOKOMAIRIRO COMMUNITY HUB Taituarā a Hāpori 

A client had been diagnosed with a significant illness and came into the 

Hub looking for support with MSD and information on where they 

needed to go next.  They had been working all their life and this has 

really sent them into a spin. We discussed accommodation options in 

Dunedin after treatment and what was offered as entitlements through 

the DHB and MSD. 

CORRECTIONS FACILITY Foundation Skills 

Making literacy and numeracy meaningful in a prison setting is a 

challenge. With the knowledge that one of the learners had spent time 

in the army (SAS), I supplied him with some accounts of rescue 

missions to read. He quickly established that one of the stories (the 

“untold” story of the daring NZ SAS mission to rescue UN personnel in 

West Timor, 2000) included men he had served with. The level of 

engagement to be reading suddenly increased and we were on our 

way. 

 

If you would like to support the Mission’s work with a donation, 

please visit www.givealittle.co.nz and search for The Methodist 

Mission. 
 

 
 

 

 

http://www.givealittle.co.nz/
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DIRECTIONS AND LEADERSHIP 

I have been increasingly concerned that the Methodist Church of New 

Zealand / Te Hāhi Weteriana o Aotearoa seems to have lost direction. 

Apart from directions spelt out in the monthly journal “Touchstone” 

there seems to be a lack of public profile for the Church. Once, 

particularly in the early twentieth century Methodist leaders regularly 

spoke with authority on a number of domestic and overseas issues of 

concern. Indeed, the Methodist Church was seen as a leader in 

addressing matters of interest and concern to the NZ public – poor 

housing, unhealthy sanitation, the treatment of the unemployed, the 

rise of overseas conflicts, even internal and harmful policies in overseas 

countries, etc. It had a strong public profile. Where is its voice now?  

There is one notable exception – that of the leadership by Laura Black 

of the Dunedin Methodist Mission – she is doing sterling work and 

regularly and intelligently speaks her mind on issues of public 

importance. However, the Church itself seems to be missing a strong, if 

any voice on civic and national issues.  

Let me take you back to the heyday of Methodist public 

pronouncements between the 1930s Depression and the 1950s. 

Weekly, in local newspapers service topics and the attending clergy and 

lay preachers would be advertised. Articles appeared on numbers 

attending nationally, sometimes accompanied by projections on how 

the attendance might be in 10 or 20 years; marriage announcements 

and detailed descriptions of marriages were read with interest. The 

opening of new facilities such as the Methodist Theological College in 

Auckland was given great space; the provisions of Annual Methodist 

Conference; congratulations for Methodist students passing degrees 

were commonplace items. Details of special Christmas services; the 
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relay by wireless of the Trinity Methodist Services from Wellington 

South; full reports of quarterly meetings; sales of goods on a regular 

basis, sometimes at Harvest Festival time, with a list of charities which 

benefitted, all of which was part of the annual busy year for 

congregations. This appeared to reflect a much more cohesive society 

than exists today. It was a New Zealand society bound by common 

goals developed from getting through two world wars, a major 

depression and the influenza epidemic of 1918-1919. 

Further afield interest was attracted by the post war UN General 

Assembly held in the Central Hall of the Methodist church Conference 

in London. Methodism reached to the heart of a war-torn Europe and 

assisted in securing peace and locating the missing. There were jobs to 

do. There were charities in need of support – the Methodist church 

world-wide stood ready, sleeves rolled up, and ready to help. There 

were special commemoration services for NZ Olympic athlete and 

doctor J E (Jack) Lovelock who had tragically died falling in a New York 

subway station. Meanwhile local Dunedin congregations were playing 

their part in supporting the annual Baptist mile and a half harrier race 

that started at the St. Clair Methodist Church. 

In the 1950s there was regular publicity on preaching places in the city. 

There were 14 churches in the Dunedin Methodist circuit. Debates on 

God and Science resounded in the Octagon Methodist Central Mission 

(Slade Lounge and Octagon Theatre). Military service was debated in 

the press, with weight attached to the Methodist view, and the local 

churches were making provision for additional accommodation at 

Otago University in a hostel for married students. 

Reports were printed on the difficulties created by apartheid legislation 

in South Africa. One much publicised case was of a Catholic priest who 

married a local white man to a Cape Coloured woman. The officiating 

priest was fined £10!! Reactions to the story were swift. There also 
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were calls for a public enquiry on capital and corporal punishment, one 

article being signed by the President of the Methodist Church of NZ. In 

1950 the ODT ran a piece headed ‘Evangelise or Perish – Warning to 

Methodists’ the journalist had detected a sense of slackening in the 

church’s leadership. 

What has changed since 1950? It seemed a busy place back then – but 

probably apart from the wars and the Depression much the same as 

today. Listing happenings like the above tends to create an impression 

of everything happening at once – but the list is compressed, it has a 

kaleidoscope effect, that is, it is all bundled together. Did the church 

become involved post 1950 to the present? Yes, in different matters – 

the South African rugby tour of 1981, and the adjustments to Aotearoa 

/New Zealand society coming from the Treaty of Waitangi Commission 

deliberations, acceptance of sexual differences instead of 

discrimination based on sexual preference. Recognition of structural, 

systemic problems within the society have been addressed by the NZ 

Methodist Church but it seems without the leadership evident before 

1950. 

Probably, only an old person could write this. However, this is not the 

pining of a 78 year old fogey for the past. It is a recommendation for 

some soul-searching. It is an appeal for obvious, and if you like, 

transparent leadership in the Methodist Church of New Zealand / Te 

Hāhi Weteriana. Unless it happens, the present shrinkage of the 

national church will simply continue. 

George Davis, 17 August 2021 

 



8 
 

 

 


