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WORSHIP FOR SUNDAY - 19 JULY 2026

9.30AM Mornington Church

Greg Hughson

10.00AM Mosgiel Church

George Davis

11.00AM Glenaven Church

Greg Hughson/
Esther Clarke

Connections Article

George Davis

RADIO CHURCH

Olivia Dawson
Coordinator, University

Chaplaincy

8.30am OAR 105.4FM
1575AM
oar.org.nz

Live stream | oar.org.nz

105.4FM, 1575AM or Livestream via oar.org.nz

Please note you can now listen to RADIO CHURCH every Sunday on OAR

Services at Mornington can be watched on YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/@morningtonmethodist1598



http://www.dunedinmethodist.org.nz/

< UPCOMING €VENT DATES

19 July 26, Dunedin Interfaith Council Meeting, Mornington Methodist Church, 2.30-4.00PM

21 July 26, Bearing Witness, Dr Lamma Mansour, Mornington Methodist Church, 3.30-4.30PM

12-13 September 26, Mornington Methodist Church 150 year Celebrations

Notices
Weekly Parish Bulletins
—
I b If you have any items/events you would like
= advertised in the weekly Parish Bulletin please send
— these to bulletins@mmsouth.org.nz by close of
S— business on Wednesdays.

If you would like to receive the weekly Bulletin via email please send
your email address to the bulletins email (above) and we will add you
to the mailing list.

Mornington next Sunday 19%th July

Next Sunday at Mornington during a service led by Greg Hughson,
Mike Tonks will share about his ministry as Chaplain based at the
University of Otago. Please join us if you can and invite friends along.

Glenaven next Sunday 19th July

Next Sunday at Glenaven will be a combined Glenaven Methodist -St
Martha’s Anglican service.

Rev Esther Clarke-Prebble (St Martha’s) will be preaching.

Please join us if you can and invite friends along.



mailto:bulletins@mmsouth.org.nz

Mornington Methodist Church 150 year
celebrations Yo/ e
12-13th September 2024

Please keep this weekend free for our 150 year
Celebrations which will include a celebration meal and a Combined
Parish worship service on Sunday 13th September at which the
President of the Methodist Church of NZ, Aroha Rountree will preach.

Please invite any former members of Mornington Methodist Church to
join us. More details to follow.

Dunedin Interfaith Council Meeting at Mornington Church

The July meeting of the Dunedin Interfaith Council will be hosted at
Mornington Sunday 19th July 2.30-4pm. Everyone is welcome !

Our Council is planning a National Interfaith Forum to be held in
Dunedin 12th-14th March 2027.
The theme will be :

"Seeds of Unity, Fruits of hope - Poipoia te kakano kia puawai -
Nurture the seed and it will blossom"

We are looking for people to assist with the running of this conference,
especially in relation to catering. Please volunteer to Greg Hughson if
you can make a few hours available over this weekend. Also, if you
would be able to billet someone attending the Conference, please let
Greg know.

See https://sites.google.com/view/nz-interfaith-forum-2027 for
further information and to register.



https://sites.google.com/view/nz-interfaith-forum-2027

E whiia ana te pltaketanga o ng@ whakapono md ténei ao hurihuri
I l Exploring faith issues for today

Published monthly by The Methodist Church of New Zealand ¢ Te Hahi Weteriana o Aotearoa
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Manawatia a Matariki! - Celebrate

Matariki!
Rev Dr Arapera Ngaha

Maori theology begins with our creation
stories. As we know Ranginui (Sky) and
Papatuanuku (Earth) were separated by their
offspring so that they mightall live in the light.

The story of their separation engages with sibling
rivalry, battles for supremacy as well as care for their parents. So, it is Tane whose domain is
the forest and bushlands who, propping his back against Papatuanuku and his feet against
Ranginui that separated their parents. All of the children found their place in the world that had
opened up to them, and each took dominion over specific parts of the world as protectors and
caregivers for each domain; Tangaroa to the seas, Haumietiketike to the wild growing and
uncultivated foods, Rongomatane to cultivated foods, Tawhirimatea to the winds and the area
between earth and sky, and so on. And as things settled down, light, and dark, day and night
created a rhythm of life. Some say that Tane threw a handful of stars into the sky and they
multiplied to provide the stars in the night sky. Other tribal stories suggest that Tane plucked
out his eyes and threw them into the night sky to form the stars. These accounts suggest that
Matariki is named for the Ariki Tane and his eyes (mata) which became stars.

Genesis 1:16 notes “"God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the
lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.” And Psalm 147:4 says, “He (God)
determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name.”

Matariki is a star cluster, also known as the Pleiades, that signals the Maori New Year in
Aotearoa (New Zealand). The rising of Matariki in the night sky, typically in late June or early
July, marks a time for remembrance (the past), celebration (the present), and planning for the
future. The cluster is associated with nine stars, each with its own significance.

Matariki: The central star, often considered the mother of the other stars in the cluster.
Tupuanuku: Associated with food grown in the ground.

Tupuarangi: Linked to food from the trees and sky.

Waipuna-a-Rangi: Connected to rain.

Waiti: Associated with fresh water and the creatures within it.

Waita: Linked to the ocean and its inhabitants.

Ururangi: Represents the winds.

Pohutukawa: Associated with those who have passed away.

Hiwa-i-te-rangi: A star of wishes and aspirations.

Observing the stars of Matariki was historically used to forecast the year ahead, with the
brightness and clarity of each star indicating the abundance or scarcity of its associated
resources. Matariki signals the beginning of a new year and it is the time for preparation of
gardens that will replenish the pataka kai (food storehouses) for families, and for communities.
Matariki is an opportunity to stop and take stock of where we are and where we want to be.

The significance of Matariki can also be seen in the farewells to our deceased. “Haere koutou
nga mate, koutou kua wheturangitia, haere, haere ki te kahui wairua ...." To our loved ones
who have passed, you who have become stars in the sky, go and join with those who've gone
before ....". We consider our deceased loved ones are ever present watching over us.
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Dr. Lamma Mansour
NAZARETH

&
Bearlng PALESTINIAN CHRISTIAN PERSPECTIVES

How should Christians respond to violence

®
Wltnes S 5 and injustice in the Holy Land?

AOTEAROA TOUR - JULY 2026

Dr. Lamma Mansour is a respected Palestinian Christian theologian bringing firsthand
perspectives on faith, justice, and costly peace-making to churches across New Zealand. A
Palestinian citizen of Israel, Lamma is also a writer and social policy scholar from Nazareth.
Through her teaching, research, and lived experience she offers a thoughtful and deeply personal
insight to the realities in the Holy Land today, and what courageous peace-making can look like

from here in the Pacific.

3.30-4.30pm Tuesday 21 July @
Mornington Methodist Church, 1 Galloway St

2 All Saints
2026, 7pm DZlTlECl’Z Anglican Church,

786 Cumberland St




Connections
Expect the unexpected
Richard Cannon

As a youth | was a keen Boy Scout. | am grateful for that experience as
the scouting movement taught me some important life skills. They
included first aid and cooking, how to read a map, and the weekly
uniform inspection prompted me to polish my shoes and iron my shirt.
The motto of the Boy Scouts is “be prepared”. This is something | have
taken to heart, and which has stood me in good stead for many a
meeting and committee and research grant deadline. What annoyed
me, however, was that in my Scout troop we were told to “be prepared
for the unexpected”. The reason this annoyed me was that you can’t
be prepared for the unexpected — if you are prepared, it’s not
unexpected!

My thoughts about the unexpected were rekindled recently by an eye-
catching picture in the scientific journal Science, reproduced below.

The picture is of a fly caught in a Venus flytrap. As you may be aware,
the Venus flytrap is a plant that inhabits nutrient deficient soil and
obtains nitrogen by trapping and digesting insects. There are several
features of the Venus flytrap that are unexpected. Usually animals eat
plants, a plant that eats animals is disturbingly unexpected.



Also, plants usually do not move, although as | have commented on in
a an earlier connections article, they may grow slowly upwards and
towards the light. The Venus flytrap, however, moves very quickly — it
snaps its trap shut in less than a second. Indeed, the Science article
investigated the mechanism responsible for the rapid closing of the
trap.

As a scientist | am intrigued by the unexpected, it raises questions of
where, what, how and why? These questions stimulate investigation to
try to explain the unexpected. In our everyday lives, however, the
unexpected can be an unwanted distraction from our familiar routines.
Although unexpected events can be positive as well as negative, often
they are unsettling and require us to change our plans.

Jesus’ life and teaching, were the epitome of the unexpected. A king
born in a stable via a virgin birth, who devoted his life to serving those
on the fringes of society. A man who performed miracles, which by
their very definition were unexpected and inexplicable. A man who
lived for less than 40 years more than 2,000 years ago, who cheated
death, and who has had profound positive effects on millions of people
around the world. Perhaps, if we want to truly follow Christ, we must
not be afraid to leave our comfort zones and not only expect the
unexpected but embrace the unexpected and where it might lead us.



